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BE AUCHIEF or BEECHIFF ABBEY, 
DERBYSHIRE. 

Xl-IIS was an abbey of Premonftratenfian or white canons. It Hands 
three miles north-weft of Dronfield, and was founded anno 1 183, by Robert 
Fitz Ranulph, Lord of Alfreton, Norton and Marnham, one of the knights 
who flew Thomas Becket, archbilhop of Canterbury, and who, in expiation 
of that fadt, eredled the monaftery, and dedicated it to him after his canoni- 
zation, by the title of St. Thomas the Martyr, and all the appurtenances 
thereunto belonging. 

Thomas de Ciiaworth granted to the abbot and convent the hamlet of 
Greenhull, with all his rights and privileges, for the maintenance of one 
cannon perpetual to celebrate mais at the altar of the holy crofs for his 
foul, and the fouls of his father and mother, wives and children, and thofe 
of all the faithful, and for an annual fervice as for a defundt abbot. This 
gift was confirmed by Thomas dc Ciiaworth, one of his fucceftors ; as alfo, 
with divers other donations, by the charter of Edward II. and about the 
year 1480 Richard Chaworth is, in MS. Alkmol. n. 1519, Laid to be 
efteemed a founder. This was probably on account of fome confiderablc 
benefadtions bellowed by him on this houfe. 

According to Prynne, in his Hiftory of Papal Ufurpations, in the reign 
of Henry III. there being many Jcwifh converts in England, for whom the 
king, by rcafon of his wars, had not provided fufficient maintenance, lie 
thereupon, out of his Chriftian care to fupport them, ifl'ued writs to the 
abbots, priors and convents of moft of the religious houfes through Eng- 
land, to entertain and receive one or more of them for two years, and to 
allow them a daily penfion, or corody, not exceeding a certain fum. The 
name of each male and female Jcwifh converts fent to every houfe arc 
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62 DEVONSHIRE. 

recorded in the Fine Rolls of the year. The abbey of Chertfcy had an 
exemption from the king, by which they were excufed from receiving thefe . 
converts. The religious houfes had generally fo little charity towards thefe 
converted Jews, <is not to entertain them on the king’s firft writ ; whereon a 
fecond, more peremptory, was iffued. One of thefe, it appears, was dire&ed 
to the abbey of Beauchief, to whom one John Clerk was lent. 

In the time of Henry VII. here were fourteen religious, as appears by a 
Purvey taken at the vifitation hereof. It was valued 26 Henry VIII. at 
126I. 3s. 4-d. per annum, Dugdale; ^l.Leland; 157k 10s. 2d. Speed; 
and granted 28th of that king to Sir Nich. Strelly. At prefent it is the 
property of Fegge, Efq. Anno 1533 here was only 2I. paid in 

annuities. 

Very little of this monaftery is now remaining, except the church j 
wherein divine fervice is Bill performed. This drawing was made anno 1760. 

FORD ABBEY, DEVONSHIRE. 

Ford abbey Hands about five miles north-eaft of Axminfter, near the 
river Ex, in the parifh of Thorncomb, and deanery of Honiton. It is by 
Dugdale, in the Monafiicon, faid to be in Dorfetfhire ; but both Camden 
and Tanner place it in Devonfhire : the' latter lays, “ It is indeed in the 
furtheft limit between Devonlliire and Somerfetfhire ; but, in all civil mat- 
ters, ever belonged to Devonfhire ; and, in ecclefiaftical, was fubjeft to the 
bilhop of Exeter. 

Richard de Brioni, fon of Baldwin de Brioni, by Albreda, niece to 
William the Conqueror, anno 1133, began to credt an abbey on his eftate at 
Brightley : which being finifhed in the year 1 13b, he endowed it with lands, 
dedicated it to the Virgin Mary, and placed therein twelve monks, and their 
abbot Richard, who had been fent him from the Cifiertian abbey of Waver- 
ley, in Surry, in conlequence of his application to Gilbert, abbot of that houfe. 
He furvived the completion of his monaftery only one year, and dying, was 
there buried ; leaving his eftate, for want of male llTue, to his lifter, named 
Adelcfia, called countcfs of Devonlliire. Here the monks remained five years; 
at the end of which, on account of the fcarcity of provifion, and fterility of 
their lands, they refolved to return to Waverley, and accordingly fet out in 
folemn proccffion, with their abbot Robert, fuccefior to Richaid, at their 
head, having the crofs borne before them. Faffing in this order through Thorn- 
comb, where Adelcfia dwelt, and to whom that manor belonged, that lady, 
fur prized at their appearance, enquired the caufe. On receiving informa- 
tion thereof from the abbot, Ihe was greatly moved; and being unwilling 

that 
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that the pious intentions of fo kind a brother fhoukl be fruf- 
trated, offered to exchange her fruitful manor of Thorncomb, 
abounding with all the neceflaries of life, for their barren lands 
of Brightley. The fathers readily accepted this offer, and re- 
mained in the manfion-lioufe then called Ford, and fince Weft-ford, 
fix years; in which time they erected this building, in a place 
named Hartfcath, but now Ford. Hither they tranfported the 
body of Richard de Brioni, their founder. 

By an intermarriage of Reginald Courtney, in the reign of 
Henry II. with a defeendant of Richard de Brioni, the patronage 
of this abbey came into the family of the Courtneys, where it 
remained a long time ; feveral of them were buried in the abbey 
church; one of whom, named John Courtney, a man of extra- 
ordinary piety, was a great benefactor to this houfe ; and, among 
other donations, purchafed for them the claim of Galfridus de 
Pomerei to the lands of Thale, for which he paid fifty marks. 
An accident happened, which greatly increafed his devotion and 
regard for thefe monks. In crofting the fea, a violent tempeft 
arofe a little before day, which baffled all the fkill of the mari- 
ners; inftant death feemed to eveiy one but him inevitable; they 
accordingly left off working, and refigned themfclves to their fate. 
Courtney, obferving their defpair, exhorted them to take courage ; 
alluring them, that if they would exert themfelves but for one 
hour, they would then have the benefit of the prayers of the 
monks of Ford, who would by that time rife to their devotions, 
wherein he fliould be remembered as a particular benefaflor. 
His hearers were not greatly comforted by this aflurance. What 
fignifies, fays one of them, talking of the monks ? They are now, 
and will be*faft afleep; how can they think of you, who have in 
a manner forgot themfelves ? However, the ftorm ceafing about 
the time he had named, he confidered his deliverance as a miracle, 
and attributed it to the efficacy of the prayers of thefe reverend 
fathers. 

To him fucceded his fon Hugh, and a grandfon of the fame 
name; neither of them walked in the fteps of their fore-fathers; 

for. 
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for, inflc ad of endowing the abbey with additional revenues or 
privileges, they greatly diminilhed thofe granted by their an- 
ceflors-; the firft, by charging thofe eftates, bellowed on the 
monks in free alms, with the fervice of carrying his baggage in 
time of war,- and maintenance of dogs for the chafe: and the 
laft added to thefc oppreftionsi by. infringing their immunities in 
the manor of Thalc, and obliging them to pay aii ' acknowledg- 
ment of 50s. per annum to the church of Cruck. 

Baldwin, archbifhop of Canterbury, was firft a monk, and 
afterwards abbot of this community ; from whence he was called 
to the bifhoprick of Worcefter, about the year 1181. 

Joceline Pomerei, by deed, printed in the Monafticon, 
conferred all his town of Thale on the monks of Ford ; of 
which endowment there is, likewife, a confirmation by John, 
his fucccfTor; and King Richard I. by his charter, dated the 
firft year of his reign, confirms all the donations made to this 
monaftery. 

At the diffolution it was valued at 374I. 10s. 6d. ob. per an- 
num, according to Dugdale. Speed fays, 38 il. 10s. 6d. ob. The 
fite was granted 23 Henry VIII. to Richard Pollard. It was 
long in the pofleffion of a branch in the family of Prideaux ; 
from whence it came, by marriage, to F. Gwyn, of Glamorgan, 
Efq; in whofe family it ftill remains. It is converted into a 
dwelling-houfe ; and, although it has doubtlefs undergone many 
alterations and repairs, thele having been made in the ftile of the 
original building ; fo that it appears to be quite entire, and is a 
handfome and venerable Gothic ftrudlure. 

A MS. Hiftory of this county, written in the reign of King 
Charles I. by Thomas Weftcote Efq; recorder of Totnefs, and 
preferved in the Britifh Mufeum, fays Ford Abbey “is now the 
inheritance of Sir Henry Bofwell, late Sheriff of this county and 
married to Drake.” This drawing was made in the year 1752. 
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OKEHAMPTON CASTLE, DEVONSHIRE. 

Th IS caftle ftands a little weft of the center of the county, and 
near the town of Okehampton. It was built by Baldwin de 
Brioni, who, as appears by Domefday-book, was in poft'eftion of 
it when that furvey was taken. It afterwards devolved to Ri- 
chard de Rivers ; and from him went, by a marriage, to the 
Courtneys, earls of Devonfhire. In that family it remained, till 
feized by King Edward IV. on account of their attachment to 
the houfe of Lancafter, in which caufe Thomas de Courtney and 
his brother John both loft their lives : the firft being taken at 
the battle of Towton, anno 1461, was carried to Pontefrafl, and 
there beheaded ; his head was fet up at York, in the place of that 
of the duke of York : the latter was killed at Tewkefoury. Ed- 
ward granted this caftle, honour and manor to Sir John Dynham ; 
by whom they were foon after forfeited. 

King Henry VII. on coming to the throne, reftored to the 
Courtneys their ancient honours and pofteflions ; amongft which 
was this caftle : but in the reign of Henry VIII. Henry Court- 
ney the then poffeffor being executed for a treafonable correfpon- 
dence with Cardinal Pole, it once more efeheated to the crown ; 
when that king eaufed the caftle, and a fine park thereunto be- 
longing, to be difmantled and deftroyed. He Iikewife imprifoned 
Edward the fon and heir of the late carl, who continued in 
confinement till rcleafed by Queen Mary ; by whom he was re- 
inftated in the rank and fortune of his anceftors. He leaving no 
male iflue, the eftate was carried by a marriage into the family of 
the Mohuns, barons of Mohun and Okehampton ; whofe male 
line Iikewife becoming extinff, by the death of the lord Mo- 
hun, killed anno 1712, by the duke of Hamilton, in a duel, 
the eftate defeended to Chriftopher Harris of Ileynes, Efq; he 
having married the heirefs of that family. 

At prefent it is intircly in ruins, having only part of the keep, 
and lome fragments of high walls remaining ; the folidity ol 
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which, together with their advantageous fituation, and the fpace 
tliey occupy, clearly evince that when entire, it was both ftrong 
and extenfive. 

William dc Worcester in his Itinerary, written the latter 
end of the fifteenth century deferibes this caftle by the title of 
very noble “ Prenobile,” and fays, it was built by Thomas de 
Courtney, the firft earl of Devon (hire of that name, poflibly it 
might have been greatly repaired by that earl, fo as to amount 
almoft to a re-edification : it feems as if it was in the poffeffion 
of the crown when this Itinerary was written, for he mentions 
it as once belonging to Thomas Courtney earl of Devonfhire.. 
This view was taken anno 1768. 

ROUGEMONT CASTLE, EXETER,, 
DEVONSHIRE. 

On the high eft part of the hill on which this city is built, and 
on the north-eaft extremity, Hands the remains of the caftle of 
Rougemont, fo called from the rednefs of the foil. Grafton, in 
his Chronicle, fays, it was the work of Julius Csefar j afterwards 
the feat ofieveral Saxon kings, and fmee of the dukes of Corn- 
wall. Within the caftle walls a chapel was built by the lady 
Elizabeth dc Fortibus, countcfs of Devon, who endowed it with 
lands, called the prebends of Hayes and Catton, for the payment 
of certain weekly fervices therein to he performed. 

This town and caftle held out fome time againft the Con- 
queror ; but a part of the wall falling down, it was furrendercd 

at diferetion. William contented himfelf with only altering the 
gates of the caftle, as a mark of its being fubdued ; at the fame 
time he either rebuilt or much repaired the whole edifice, and 
bellowed it on Baldwin de Brioni, hufband of Albreda, his niece, 
whofc defeendants by the female line enjoyed it, together with 
the office of the ffierifr ol Devon, which feems to have been 
annexed to it, till 14 Henry III. anno 1230; when that prince 

refuming into his own hands fundry caftles and forts in this 

realm, 
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realm, difpofleffed Robert de Courtney, in whofe family it had 
been for three defcents. 

In the reign of Henry IV. John Holland, duke of Exeter, had a 
line manfion within the caftle, of which no traces are remaining. 

Anno 1483, the city being vifited by King Richard III. lie 
was, during his ftay, nobly entertained by the corporation. On 
feeing this caftle, he commended it highly, both for the ftrength 
and beauty of its fituation ; but hearing it was named Rouge- 
mont, which, from the fimilarity of the found, miftaking it for 
Richmond, he fuddenly grew fad; faying, that the end of his 
days approched; a prophecy having declared he fliould not long 
furvive the fight of Richmond. 

In the year 1588, at the Lent aflizes held here, an infe&ious 
diftemper, brought by fome Portuguefe prifoners of war, confined 
in the caftle, deftroyed Sir John Chichefter, the judge ; eight 
juftices ; eleven, out of the twelve, impannelled jurors j with 
diverfe other perfons affembled on this occafion. 

During the civil wars, the town was feveral times befieged 
and taken by both parties ; but there is no account of any par- 
ticular defence or capitulation made by this caftle. 

In the year 1655, John Penruddock and Hugh Grove, both 
Wiltlhirc gentlemen, having joined in an unfuccefsful attempt 
in favour of Charles II. were here beheaded ; when many of 
inferior rank were hanged at Havitree gallows. 

The ruin here reprcfented, which is the entrance into the 
eaftle-yard, was part of the exterior wejls or outworks ; thefe 
enclofe a confiderable fpace, in Ihape fomcwhat like a rhombus, 
with its angles rounded off ; they were defended by four towers, 
two on the weft, and two on the eaft fide. From this fpot, 
towards Exmouth is a delightful profpeCL 

The following defcription of this caftle is given in a MS. 
Hiftory of Devonlhire, written in the reign of King Charles I. 
by Thomas Weftcote, Efq; of Raddon, in the parifh of Shobroke, 
near C rediton in that county, preferred in the Britilh Mufeum, 
No. 2307, Herleian Collection. 
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« l N the north-eaft in the rnoft high and eminent part thereof 
(as commanding the whole) ftands (I may yet fay fo) an olde 
ruyning caftle called Rougcmont, whole gaping chinks and aged 
countenance, prefageth a downefall e’er longe, yet hath yt not 
any occafion to complayne eyther of battery, undermyning or 
fyre, but rather of agge, ftormes and negleft, (the ruyne of moll 
cdyfices) ; whenfe yt takes its name is queftioned as doubtfulle, 
n nlclle of the rednefle of the foille whereon yt is fcited, or the 
like colour of the hone with which yt is built (as is formerlye 
faid of the whole citye), neyther is the firft founder knowen, 
but fuppofed to be the ftrufture of Julius Casfar or fom em- 
peror, his fuccefl'ors or their deputies, when the lorded here, 
which is avouched confidently by John Lydgate in his Serpent of 
Divition, wher he faycth, that Julius Casfar built in this land dy- 
vers cables and cytyes for the remembrance and perpetuitie of his 
name, as the caftle of Rocheftcr, Canterbury, and one not far 
from Dover, with the moft antientell part of the Tower of Lon- 
don, the caftle and towne of Csefars-bury now Saris or Salif- 
burye, reedifying alfo Casfars Chefter or Chycliefter, and the caftle 
of Exeter. And upon this worde reedifying fom will have yt 
more ancient. But the books of accompt being loft; no man 
can certenely gefl’e at the paymafter or tyme. 

And (although yt be ftronglv oppofed) I cannot but think, 
that a Roman legion was here fetled. And that this is Ifca Dun- 
moniorum (or Danmoniorum Augufta rather as Ptolomie and 
Antoninus) as of the fecond legion Augufta here refiding. But 
Mr. Camden (whoes authoritc is great) will have yt to be Ifca 
Silurum Caycr Leon or Ulke in Monmouthftiyre, which he con- 
jeclreth and the rather affirmeth, by the finding of a certen ymage 
of Diana, with other fuch tables and altars, nyther of which can 
I produce for our Ifca. But fom eight years fince two or three 
laborers making a dyke to fence a plott of ground (a fmall way 
dyftant from the caftle where no dyke was in former tymes, they 
found certen bricks three footc deep in the earthe, and under 
them a lvttle pott (of the fame matter) wherein were dyvers 
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pieces of Roman Coynes, both ftlver and gold, the youngeft of 
them was of Antonin’s pieces, and could prefcribe for antiquitie 
one thoufand five hundred ycares, whereof thirty came to my 
hands, moft of them of dyvers ftamp and fayre, which I intended 
to have exhibited to your view, for the better illuftration and 
clever manifeftation of this matter had they been now in my 
cuftodye, with dyvers others found not far off the place, fomc- 
what nearer the caftle, about the fame tyme ther was found in a 
garden, a fayre ringe in which was a beautiful fton fett, and 
thereon ingraven the true idea of Cleopatra, with the afpe at 
her breaft. 

I was defirous to have feen thofe bricks found with the coyn, 
which I fuppofe in regard of the largenefle rather altars than 
common bricks, but the poore fellowes were fo greedye for the 
filver that they negleffed them, the never cam to fight. But to 
turn back and feek the founder of our caftle. 

Ther ar that fuppofe yt to be the work of the Saxons in the 
heptarchye of this land : for ther fom Weft Saxon king might 
make this citye his royall chamber, and fortifie the caftle for his 
better fecuritie agaynft the untameable Bryttains. To thofe that 
pretend a right therein to the Danes, I muff: anfwer yt is of all 
other the moft unprobable and unlykely, for they won this citye 
twice, and with their deftroying feet trampled on the beauty 
thereof and religious houfes therein, and after confum’d yt with 
fier, for thofe ar Chriftian Heathen hated the religion as much 
as the people, and delt with yt as the Chaldeans did with Hierju- 
falem, of whom is faide, 

The cruel woes of Edoms fonnes 
When as with one accord, 

They cried, on fack and raz thoes walls 
In defpite of the Lord. 

In this caftle the chiefeft princes and rulars of this province 
made their habitation, the laft of whom were the Hollands dukes 
of Excefter, and Henry the laft of them that lyv’d in yt. The 
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amplitude and beautie thereof cannot be difeerned by the ruynes, 
but for thoes dayes it was of good ftrength, but now as the 
poet fayd, 

Magnum nil nifi nomen habet. 

Great only in name, 

And nothing els of fame. 

Nothing remayning to be feen but the bare walls. The gate and 
tower adjoyninge yt and a ruinous chappie (built by Ifabella de 
Fortibus, and by her endowed with the prebend of Hayes and 
Catton for contynuall prayer to be fayd) : and a fpacious hall 
and rooms newly rcedifted for the judges at the affizes, the juftices 
at their quarter feffions, and the fhyre clerk for his monthly 
courts. Thus it is now differing from what yt hath been, as a 
body grown old and walled with difeafes and maymes from one 
young, lit fly and healthfull. 

Concerning the name of this caftle, Rougemont, this tale 
is reported, when Richard III. came into thefe partes for repel- 
liugc of fom feared unfurreclion (fuppofed to be nouriflied in 
the behalf of Henry earl of Richmond) and to take fome orders 
for withftanding his landing in the weftern countries, he came to J 
this cityc. And furveying the fame and alfo the caftle, he de- 
manded the name, to whom was anfwered Rougmont, upon 
which reply conceiving fome fynefter event, he hafted prefently 
forth (doubting perchance the ruyne of fom wall, his concince 
prompting him that he deferved fome violent death or fliarpe 
punifhment (for he was held a very yll man, yet a good king) 
which at laft befell him) faying unto fom that were next him, 
that name prefageth me no good but evil. It may be fom wy- 
fard or wife woman had told him (as the fpirit rayfed by the 
witch of Endor told Kinge Saul) his deftinie. 

But yt befell him, as to the other in lyke cafe, that gives cre- 
dit to fucli divinations, for a playne example thereof he might 
have had of one of his predeceflors, Henry IV. to whom (as it is 
written) yt was dyrectly told that lie lhould end his lyfe no where 
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but in Hierufalem, Whereupon in his later dayes he got togeathcr 
great treafure under pretence that he intended to travell into the 
Holly Land for the recoverye of that citye, wher it was appointed 
he lliould end his dayes, but falling fodenly fiek at Wcdminider, 
he was carried into a chamber of the abbots, wher lying he de- 
manded what name the chamber had, yt was anfwered Hicrufa- 
lem, then the king with a heavy deep figh fay’d, then here is an 
end of my pretended voyage, and fo fhortly after died. So Kinge 
Rychard fearinge the caftle of Rougemount in Exeter, found yt 
at Bofworth in Leycefcerfhyre, where he was (lain by the earl 
of Richmond.” 

William de Worcester in his Itinerary, written about the 
year 147S, fays, the caftle of Exceftre was founded by the Lord 
Rothemond, a baron of the faid city, but afiigns no date. This 
view was drawn anno 1768. 
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CORFE CASTLE. 

CoRFE caftle is fituated on a deep rocky hill, a fmall didance 
north of the town and near the River Corfc, in the Peninfular, 
or as it is commonly called Ille of Purbeck. It is about half a 
mile in circumference and its form oval. Hidory does not men- 
tion either the builder, or time of its foundation ; but by an 
inquifition taken in the 54th year of King Henry III. concerning 
the claim of the abbefs of Shaftfbury, to the right of wreck in 
her manor of Kingdon, in this ifland, it appears that it was 
not built till fome time after the year 941 ; for the jurors re- 
turned. 
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here 
:o!r. 

happened in thei 

b- 

r.attrries ; betides, hh> coatparatimlv peaceable reign ga\ 
both Icifure and meat" to mature this propenr.ty ; circumlbances 
wanting to :he mere immediate furaettbrs of Edmond. 

A? this place Kir. a Edrar redded, and sc ms death bequeathed 
:: to Elfriia, hi; Second " ire. and her fan. Here Lie alio dwelt; 
and. in order to raid: her fan to the throne, here earned King 
hi -mi. iRtn h.nre fanimec the Martyr, to be molt bafely 
mu. titered, in -dotation to the tarred laws of hospitality, as well 
as of every other, both human and drine. William of Malemf- 
Larv relates the ft _■ r ~ in mbftar.ee zs tcllows : 

K. Ectapo, hunting in the Ife of Purbeck, came unex- 
pectedly alone to Corfe cattle ; he always having an aneefion 
rhr hi; mother-in-law. reioh ei to pay her a Short vilit, in token 
therm: : fh. received him with all Seeming love and regard, and 
probed him to fray there all night but he, fearing his train 
v. aid be ureafy at his ah fence, would only crink a cup of wine 

; the cun was no Sooner at 
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s. but he war. by a villain ammoir.ted by Eirrida for that 
pury .fe. ftalbed in the rack; when Ending himfelf much hurt, 
he clapyed fpui; to his hmfe, in order to join his company: but 
fainting through itf: of bio A, he fell ; and his foot hanging in 
the Stirrup, his hmfc dragged him until he was left dead at Corfe 
ate. Author; direr in their accounts of the place of his burial: 
mme fay mat hi; body * a: by Elfrida threm into a well, but 
attervards taker, up ar.a dey deed at Glafbonbury ; others, and 
with more probability, write, that he was with great funeral 
pomp interred in the mor. after.* cf Ihaftfbury. 

Ca:-:ra, m h:s ar.tiquith! of Dorlltfhire, lavs, the iflanders 
have a tradition, that r.e tell in the heath below the caitle, 2nd 

that 
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that the place where his body was found is, until this day, called 
St. Edward’s Bridge. 

William the Conqueror gave the manor of Mouiham, near 
Corfe, to Durand his carpenter, to be held by this fervice; that 
he fliould repair the timber work of the great tower of Corfe 
caftle, and cleanfe the gutters as often as need required. 

In the year 1202, King John coming to the affiflance of his 
mother, befieged by the duke of Bretagne, at the head of font a 
Poidfevin troops, in the caftle of Mirabel in France, routed them, 
2nd took moft of the nobility of Poiclou and Anjou prisoners. 
Twenty-two of them being confined in this caftle were ftarved 
to death : and in the year 1215, William de Albany, made by the 
barons governor of Rochefter caftle, under the archbilhop, with 
William de Lancafter, William de Emesford and many others, 
were, on the reduction of that caftle by King John here confined 
clofe pri loners. 

In this reign, Peter de Maule, a gentleman of Poiciou, was 
conftable of this caftle ; he was afterwards, in the reign of 
Henry III. anno 1220, accufed of high treafon, but acquitted. 

In the year 1212, one Peter Pontefract, a hermit, having pro- 
phefted that King John fhould be depofed, and the crown tranf- 
ferred to another, before Afcen lion-day ; he was confined in the 
caftle; and, although his prediction was in fome fort verified by 
that King’s furrender of his crown to the Pope, yet John had the 
cruelty to caufe him to be tied to horfes tails, and dragged thro’ 
the ftreets of Wareham, where he and his fon were after. 1 , ards 
hanged. 

This caftle was conftdered by Simon de Montfort, earl of 
Leicefter, and the barons of fuch confequence, as to be the third 
they required to be delivered up to them in confequence cf their 
treaty with Henry III. 

Hutchens fays, it was by our Saxon anceftors ftiled Corfe-gate, 
as being the pafs and avenue into the beft part of the Illand. 

In the fifteenth year of King Edward II. John de Latimer was 
conftable of this caftle, as appears by a writ of privy leal, in 
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Madox’s Hiftory of the Exchequer, directed to him or his lieu- 
tenant, and ordering them to provide ftores and munition for 
the caftle of Corfe. 

In the year 1327, that unfortunate prince, after he had fur- 
rendered his crown, was a fhort time confined here, being re- 
moved hither, by order of the queen and Mortimer, from Kenel- 
worth caftle ; from hence he was carried firft to Briftol, and 
afterwards to Berkly caftle, fuffering all the way every hardlhip 
and indignity the brutal tempers of his two keepers, Sir John 
Maltravers and Sir Thomas Gurney, could fuggeft, in hopes this 
fatigue and ill-treatment would Ihorten his days; but this not 
fucceeding, they at length there put him to death, in a very cruel 
and unheard of manner, by running a horn pipe up his body, 
through which they conveyed a red hot iron. This method was 
ufed to prevent any marks of violence appearing on his corps. 

King Henry VII. repaired this caftle for the refidence of 
his mother the countefs of Richmond, for which purpofe two 
thoufand pounds were granted by the parliament, but it does not 
l'eem that lhe ever refided here. 

T11 1 s caftle has been divers times granted from the crown, to 
which it has as often reverted by efeheat or attainder. Queen 
Elizabeth gave it, with the manor and town of Corfe, to Sir 
Chriftopher Hatton, lord chancellor of England, and his heirs, 
who repaired it greatly, it being then extremely ruinous , he 
dying without iftiie, left it to his wife ; with whole daughter, by 
Sir Edward Cooke, it came to Villiers, vifeount Purbeck, eldeft 
brother of Geore duke of Buckingham. 

In the reign or King Charles I. it belonged to the Lord Chief 
Juftice Banks; and was, in the year 1643, in his abfence, moft 
gallantly defended by his lady againft Sir William Earl and 
Thomas Trenchard, commanders for the parliament, at the head 
of a confiderable body of men, with a train of artillery; when, 
though lhe wanted both provilions and ammunition, and though 
lhe had at one time only five, and never more than forty men, 
yet lhe thrice repulled them with great lofs, and, by her good 
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management, procured fuch a fupply of provifions and ammu- 
nition, as enabled her to hold out till relieved by the earl of 
Caernarvon ; at whofe arrival the befiegers fled with fuch preci- 
pitation, that they left behind them their tents, ammunition and 
artillery. It appears lhe was a flirted in this defence by one Captain 
Lawrence, and a Captain Bond, an old experienced foldier ; in this 
attack, to cover their men in their approach to the wall, they 
conftrutfted two moveable mantlets, one they named the boar and 
the other the fow, the latter was formed of ftrong planks lined 
with wool and hair and mounted on trucks, thefe articles among 
the other expences of the flege are charged in the account of the 
treafure of the county, where they ftand thus, “ July 7th, for 
hoards, hair and wool, for making a fow againft the caftle. Ju- 
ly 1 2th, for three truckle wheels for the fow.” But Lady Banks 
performed, what according to Camden was threatned by the 
Scotch Countefs at the flege of Dunbar, that is made the fow 
cart her piggs, for when the fow moved forwards the befieged 
aiming their fhot at the legs of the men within her, which were 
not covered, they ran away. The boar terrified at the rough 
treatment his confort had met with, durft not advance. Whe- 
ther the boar was equally fortified, does not appear. 

This place was again befieged by the parliament’s forces, in 
the year 1645, an d, February the 7th, relieved by a party of the 
royalifts, who took a mortar; but being again attacked, was on 
the 1 6th of the fame month delivered up, by the treachery of 
Lieutenant Colonel Pitman, who under pretence of fetching by 
night fomc men from Somerfetfinre to reinforce the garrifon, 
introduced fifty of the parliaments foldiers, part of the garrifon 
of Weymouth, who fecretly took pofleflion of the King and 
Queen’s towers and the two platforms. At day break the befiegers 
made an afliiult, when the befieged perceiving they were betrayed, 
were obliged to capitulate. A vote parted in the houfe oi com- 
mons to flight this caftle, March 4, 1645: and it was under- 
mined, and an attempt made to throw down the walls and towers 
with gunpowder, in which they did not intircly fuccced. The 
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lead and timber were converted by Tome of their leaders to their 
private ui'e. This drawing was taken in the year 1763. 


(PLATE II. ) 

This plate exhibits the fouth profpect of the caftle, and both 
this and the former plate (hew the effects of the attempt made to 
deftroy it by gunpowder and mining ; but fuch was the ftrength 
of the cement ufed in its conftrudtion, that feveral of its towers, 
particularly near the bridge, arc nearly overthrown without being 
disjointed, being left leaning like the tower of Pifa, unaccount- 
ably wonderful to perfons ignorant of this mechanical principal, 
that as long as the line of direction of the center of gravity of 
any body remains within its bale, fuch body cannot fall. 

“ Tins caftle (fays Coker) or the lords of it, until of late did 
enjoy more privileges : as free warren chafe, uferped over all the 
ifland, wreck of the fea, and freedom from the lord admiral of 
England : foe the owner of it hath his peculiar admiral leets and 
lawe days, and in a word, in fome cafes did execute jura regalia.” 
Thefc according to civilians were, the power of judicature, power 
of life and death, all kinds of arming, mafterlefs goods, affeff- 
ments and the value of money. 

The caftle and manor of Corfe is at prefent the property of 
John Banks, Efq; great grandfon of Lord Chief Juftice Banks and 
that lady who fo nobly defended it. 

19 Ed. II. by an inquifition taken at Corfe, directed to feveral 
perfons, fhewing that the king had committed to John Peeke 
the cuftody of this caftle and the warren of Purbeck during plea- 
fure in the fame manner as others held it 3 and willing to know 
the ftate of both heretofore and now, aftigns two of them to fu- 
pervife the caftle and warren, and enquire on oath concerning the 
truth of the premifes. 

William de Ciialdecote, John de Clavile, William Sco- 
vile, William de Whyteclyve, John de Smerdcmorc, and two more 
not of any note, jurors fay, that the king’s hall in the caftle is de- 
cayed 
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caycd to the damage of an hundred marks ; in the time of H. de 
Laci, earl of Lincoln, 70 marks; in the time of Robert Fitzpayne 
20 marks; the tower called Cocaynguc was damaged in the time 
of Roger Damory 100s. the chapel of St. Mary within the third 
gate, and the gate itfelf, was damaged in the time of H. de Laci 
earl of Lincoln, 40I. the long hall was decayed in the time of the 
faid earl to the damage of 80 marks ; the chamber called the par- 
lour, and the porchea, or chamber of the queen in the time of 
the faid earl, 20I. the other tower with the chambers and gard- 
robe in it, to the value of rool. viz. in the time of Simon de 
Montacute, 100s. in the time of the earl of Lincoln, 40I. in the 
time of R. Fitzpayne, 30I. in the time of Richard Lovel, 100s. 
and in the time of Richard Damory, 100s. the great outer gate 
and bridge before it were damaged in the time of the earl of 
Lincoln 200I. the cafements with the irons of the windows and 
lead in diverfe places carried away to the damage of 20I. viz. in 
the time of S. Montacute, 40s. in the time of the earl of Lincoln 
iol. in the time of R. Fitzpaine, 60s. in the time of Richard 
Lovel, 20s. in the time of Roger Damory, 4I. that the warren is 
well kept, and they knew of no tranfgreflion done there ; that in 
the caftle were no arms nor victuals. 

The Reverend Mr. Hutchins, in his Hiftory of Dorfetfhirc, 
gives the following defeription of this caftle : “ It is feparated 
from the town by a very deep ditch, now dry ; but water might 
formerly have been brought into it : over this is a {lately bridge 
of four very high, narrow round arches ; the higheft or center 
arch is twenty-five feet ; the width of the piers twenty feet by 
twenty-two. This bridge lands us at the firft gate, the caftle is 
divided into four wards. 

First ward. The outer gate is large, and has a round tower 
on each fide, in which, as in all the others, are fcveral long nar- 
row apertures, for difeharging arrows or lmall arms. 1 his gate 
leads into the firft ward, in which are eight round towers, in- 
cluding thofe on each fide of the gate. On one that fronts the 
eaft are the arms of Marihall earl of Pembroke, five fufils in fefs. 
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On the weft fide near the wall, is a well flopped up, and before 
it the marks of a rampart, defigncd to cover it from any attempt 
to throw any thing into it from the oppoiite hill. This ward is 
not fo ancient as the reft, nor are the walls fo ftrong. It was 
probably the addition of a later age, as an outwork to the prin- 
cipal part. In this ward the inhabitants fhew the rooms, where 
the fmiths, plumbers and other artificers wrought, which with 
other accounts were tranfmitted down by feveral ancient people 
of eighty or an hundred years old, living about 1710, and em- 
ployed in the liege or demolition. The area of this ward rifes 
towards the North, and at the foot of the hill is a ditch, much 
fhallower than the former, drawn acrofs it, over it is a fmalL 
bridge leading into the upper wards. 

SrcoND ward. Faffing the fecond bridge of one arch, we 
enter this ward by a gate in all refpefts like the former. Here 
moll probably was the fpot where the cruel murder of the king 
was committed. The left fide of the gate with the tower, is 
parted from the wall, and the reft of the gate having, according 
to tradition, been undermined, in order to demolifh it, but before 
that could be completed the props gave way, and this fide Hid near 
half its height, into the ditch. It is furprizing fo vaft a piece, 
feveral ton in weight, fhould fettle in fo very perpendicular an 
attitude. It projects four feet nine inches further than the other 
part, the breadth of the funk part of the gate is twenty-three feet 
two inches. Juft within the gate, on the right hand, was a flight 
of flairs, which led up to the great or king’s tower. At the 
higher end or point, the hill forms a fpur, or angle, pointing 
weft, and called the dungeon, as the tower on the extremity of it 
is named the dungeon tower, and faid to be the place of impri- 
fonment for prifoners of war, or fuch as had committed offences 
in the jurifdi£tion of the town and cattle. Near this tower is 
fhewn a ftonc projecting out of the wall, in which is cut a deep 
notch. It is laid to have been the place of execution. Near this 
tower is another called the pril'011 chapel. Between thefe is a 
fally port. The wall on the weft in this angle feems to be the 
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moll ancient part of the cattle, and built in a different ftile from 
the reft ; the courfes of the ftone being oblique in the Roman 
manner, fliew that it was built fo early in the Saxon times, when 
that mode of building was not quite laid afide. In this wall are 
two low doors even with the ground, perhaps fally ports, near 
them is a femicircular door, and two elliptical windows. In 
this ward are five round towers, including thofc on each fide of 
the gate. 

Third ward. This was the principal ward, fituate on the 
higheft part of the hill. In the weft part, on the very top of the 
hill, ftood the great or the king’s tower, which fronts the weft, 
and was feventy-two feet by fixty fquare, and about eighty high, 
the wall twelve feet thick : two of the battlements are ftill re- 
maining ; it commands the reft of the caftle, town, and all the 
adjacent country, except the two ranges of hills on the eaft and 
weft. The weft fide of the tower is entire having at the back 
or weft fide a gallery of three high round arches, with two ftorics 
of finall fquare rooms. The north fide of the tower is fallen, 
and only part of the fouth fides remain, fome of which are of 
equal height with that on the weft. The vaft fragments of it, 
feveral yards fquare, fhew the ftrength of the mortar, and cover 
fo much of the area, that one cannot form any notion of the 
buildings that formerly occupied it. This feems to have been 
the ftate prifon, all the windows that remain being extremely 
high from the floor, to prevent cfcapes. At the foot of the weft 
end, the earth is removed from the foundation above two feet, in 
order to throw it down, but the difficulty and danger of effecting 
it feems to have obliged the workmen to defift. On the fouth 
and weft fides, near the kings tower, was a femicircular platform, 
over which in -1586 were five pieces of cannon mounted. A little 
fouth of this tower is a finall platform oppofite to the church, 
perhaps made in the laft lieges, to anfwer the enemy’s battery 
there. It overlooks the town and affords a fine profpefl over the 
fouth and weft parts of the ifland. In the call: part of the ward 

ftood the queen’s tower and perhaps St. Mary’s chapel 5 but of 
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thefe little remain. Here Teems to have been the refidence of the 
lords of this caftle ; and the remains of the buildings fliew a 
more neat and elegant tafte. All this part was built on vaults, 
for cellars, ftore rooms and magazines. 

The fourth ward is the lead: of all, and lies on the north fide of 
the laft, in it was a final] garden, at the eaft end, near which was 
a Tally port, where the enemy entered when the caftle was fur- 
prifed, and near it a well, now flopped up, into which tradition 
fays, Lady Banks threw a confiderable quantity of money and 
plate ; but this is not probable, becaufe any communication with 
it rnuft have been cut off. 

SANDFORD, or WEYMOUTH, CASTLE. 

From the ruinous ftate in which this building now appears, 
one would be apt to imagine it of much greater antiquity than 
it really is, it being of no older date than about the year 1539, 
when it was eredted by King Henry VIII. at the time he was 
fortifying the coaft againft the invafions of thofe enemies he 
expedited the Pope would raife up againft him, on account of the 
changes he had made, and was making, in the religion of this 
kingdom. Leland, in his Itinerary, calls it the new caftle ; and 
fays, “ an open barbican to the caftelle. 

In the laft civil war, Weymouth was feveral times taken by 
both parties; when, although no particular mention is made of 
the caftle, doubtlefs it had its fhare in thefe tranfadlions ; par- 
ticularly as, in 1641, the parliamentarians converted a chapel, 
formerly ftanding here, into a fort, from which they battered 
Melcombe Regis. It is therefore not likely they would omit 
making ufe of this caftle, which nnift then really have been far 
from a contemptible poft, and was, when entire, extremely de- 
fenfible againft troops much better provided and difciplined than 
thofe which compofed either army. This, perhaps, may account 
for its prefen t fhattered condition. 
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It ftands on the edge of a clift, oppofite another caftle built 
about the fame time, on the Peninfula of Portland, from which 
it is feparated by a bay near three miles broad called the road of 
Portland. The body of the caftle is a right angled parallelogram, 
its greateft length running from north to fouth. At its north 
end was a tower, on which were the arms of England fupported 
by a wyvern and an unicorn, the north part feems to have been 
the governor’s apartment, and is all vaulted: near its fouth end, 
there is a lower building faid to have been the gun room, this 
being broader than the other part of the edifice forms flanks, 
which defend its eaft and weft fides, and on the fouth front is 
femicircular ; before it was formerly a platform for cannon. 
On its eaft and weft fides there are embrazures for more, and 
beneath them two tier of loop holes for fmall arms, the loweft 
almoft level with the ground. 

The north front is nearly deftroyed, but the remains of an 
arch or gateway fhew the entrance was on that fide ; the whole 
edifice feems to have been cafed with fquared ftone, the walls were 
thick and lofty, and was though fmall not an inelegant building ; 
fincc the reftoration it has been neglected and fuffered to fall to 
ruin. 

The north eaft and fouth fides were at a fmall diftance fur- 
rounded by a deep ditch and an earthen rampart, through which 
on the eaft front was a gate faced with ftone, part of which is 
ftill remaining. 

Mr. Hutchins calls it Sandes-foot or Sandes Fort caftle. 

In December 8, 1631, George Bamfield had a grant of the 
cuftody of Sandes-foot caftle during pleafure, and June 4, 1640, 
Nathanial Speecot Knt. was made captain or cuftos thereof for 
life, both which- appointments are mentioned in Ry liter’s Feed era. 
After the reftoration, Humphrey Weld of Lull worth caftle 
was governor for many years. This drawing was made in the 
year 1756. 
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The VICAR’S HOUSE, PORTLAND. 

I HIS ruin ftands near the middle of the Peninfula of Port-' 
land. It is pretended to have been the parfonage houfe, and 
although the living is a re&ory, is vulgarly called' the vicarage 
houfe. The inhabitants know little about it, but have a tradition 
that it was a fine place, demolifhed in the laft* civil wars. Indeed 
it appears that Humphry Henchman, D. D. who was indu&ed 
into this rectory anno 1641, was fequeftered, and paid 200I. for 
his composition ; and that in 1643, one Henry Way was ap- 
pointed to fucceed him. This Dodlor Henchman feems to have 
been the nephew of Doftor Henchman, bifhop of London. 

From the form of what remains of this edifice, it is more 
than probable, it was an oratory or fmall chapel, and as fuch, 
might be a particular objedf of the rage of the Puritans, among 
whom the demoli filing a building' of that kind was held a work 
extremely meritorious, and demonftrative of their zeal againfl: the 
Whore of Babylon. 

The Parliament, in the beginning of the year 1642, feized the 
cafile here, at which time they might pofiibly demolifh the vicar’s 
houfe or chapel. The caftle was afterwards recovered for the 
King, and remained in the pofleflion of the royalifts during the 
whole war, and was among the laft that were held by them. 
This view was drawn anno 1756. 



DURHAM. 


•jjJaoj/ y y /y.7 tysv/\*t y uj 









Beaurepaire, or Bearparkc, Bin’ll axn . 
J'ui.j-zAfat'iffff, fiy*f,/7c<rper. 


( 83 * ) 

DURHAM. 


BEAUREPAIRE, or BEAR PARKE. 

Th IS was a villa or retreat for the priors of Durham, built by 
prior Bertram, who for that purpofe obtained it of the bilhop of 
Durham, in exchange for an eftate called Moorhoufe, and accord- 
ingly ere&ed a camera or lodge with a chapel. Prior Hugh of 
Darlington, who fuccceded to that office about fourfeore years 
after, in Bifhop Stichill’s time, enclofed the park, and as is faid 
by the monkilh writers, built a camera here ; by which they pro- 
bably meant, that he made fevcral additions to the buildings 
erected by Prior Bertram. When Bilhop Beck perfecuted the 
convent, he broke down the fences of the park, and drove out the 
game. In an extract from a Chronicle written in French by 
William de Pockyngton, clerk and treafurer to Prince Edward, 
fon of Edward III. tranflated by Lcland, and printed in his Col- 
leftanea, it is faid, that when David King of Scotland made an 
irruption into thefe parts, before the battle of Ncvil’s-crofs, he 
took up his quarters at Beau-repaire, the words are, <c About this 
tyme, by the means of Philip Valoys, king of Frauncc, David 
king of Scottes enterid yn to the North Marches, fpoiling and 
brenning, and toke by force the Pyle of Lydelle, and caufid the 
noble knight, Walter Selby, captayne of it, to be flayne afore his 
own face, not fuffering hym fo much as to he confelfed. And 
after he cam to the code of Dyrham, and laye there at a place 
caullid Beaurepaire, a manor of the prior of Durefme, fet in a 
parke, and thither refortid many of the cuntrey aboutc, com- 
pounding with hym to fpare their grounds and manors. Then 
Wyliam Souche, archcbilhop of York, the counte of Anegos 

BEAR PARK. 

Moiety c!e q. eft cn paroch. de Witton Taut EIvct. 

Locus de "bello reditu. Olim fuit vaccaria pertin. ad eleemofynam. Dun dc qua excombium p. 
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Hugo de Derlington prior inclufit Bewpark. 
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Cus tod. parci dc Bearpark granted per les priors p. patents p. vi. cum fodp. Micklcton's MSS. 

VoL.I. X* , Mounfeir 


DURHAM. 


84* 

Mounfcir John de Montbray, Mounfeir Henry de Percy, Moun- 
feir Rafede Neville, Mounfeir Rafc de Haftings, Mounfeir Thomas 
de Rokeby, then flierif of Yorkfhir, and other knights and good 
men of marchid toward the Scottes, and firft lay in Akeland Park, 
and in the morning encounterid with Syr Wylliam Duglas, 
killing of his band two hundred menne. And he with much 
paync cfcaped to Beaurepaire to King David, declaring the cum- 
ming of the Englifhe hofte. Wher then King David iffued, and 
fought upon a more nere to Durefme toune, and ther was taken 
prifoner, and with hym Syr Wylliam Douglas, the countc of 
Menethe, and the counte of Fyfe, and a great nuinbre of the 
communes of Scotland flayne. The king, becaufe he was wonded 
yn the face, he was carried to Werk, and ther he 1 yd, and thens 
brought to London.” 

As by this account Beaurepaire appears to have been the royal 
quarters, it feems reafonable to fuppofe the buildings were not 
materially damaged ; the contrary is, however, affected by fome 
writers, who fay, that among other depredations committed in 
that invafion, the Scots pillaged and defaced this retreat, which, 
it is fuppofed were repaired by Prior Foliar, who acceded to his 
office in 1342, and took great pleafure in this place ; and it feems 
the more likely, as the architecture of the chapel points out the 
improvements of a refined age. As authors arc filcnt touching 
Beaurepaire from this period, it is probable nothing material 
happened to it till the difiolution. The manor, with the houfc 
and park, were part of the pofleffions of the church reftored by 
the royal endowment, after the inftitution of the dean and chap- 
ter, by King Henry \TII. I11 the time of Dean Grenviie, who 
was inflituted in 1684, an inquifition was taken of the deanry 
pofleffions, in which we find Beaurepaire thus deferibed. “ Prceter 
domos fie tedificia apud Dun fait & eft fpeefan. ad Decan. De- 
canat. Dun. & 40, 50, aut 60 annos ultimo elapf. & ultra nec non 
p. Tepus, cujus contrij. memoria hors non exiftit, fuit ftan. & 
exiften. apud Bear Parke, infra Com. & Dioc. Dun. qutedam do- 
mus manfional. vocat. the manor lioufe of Bear Parke, quae qui- 
dem domus manfionalis diftanseft a Dccnatu Dun. p. unu. miliarc 
Anglicanu. vel eo circiter ; ac infra eand. dom. mnnfionalem funt, 
feu faltcm antiquitus < 5 c ab initio fuere ftan, 6 c exiften. cameras 

feu 


feu paftitiones & cells particular, fequen. viz. a hall, two paf- 
fages near the hall, one large kitchen and an oven in it, a back 
room adjoining the weft end of the kitchen, a dining room, a 
great room leading to the chapel, called the dormitory, fome 
arches, and two rooms above the arches, a chapel, and a room 
under it, three rooms or two at leaft, called the priors chamber, 
and the weftern room thereof called the priors lodgings, a little 
room adjoining the priors chamber, a ftair-cafe and vaults under 
all and every the lower floor rooms of the faid manfion houfe, 
excepting the hall and kitchen, and the room aforefaid adjoining 
the kitchen. And at Bear Parke aforefaid there formerly have 
been belonging to the faid manor houfe feveral courts and gardens 
that were walled about, and alfo fundry out-houfes, which are 
now wholly dilapidated, and nothing to be fecn or perceived but 
the ruins thereof. Et ctia. fedes locus fie villa de Bear Tarke eft 
6c ab antiquo fuit meneriu. ac domus manfional. terrreq. dommi- 
cal ejufd. manerij, Sc cedificia, 6c ftruclttre reliquee reliqua pre- 
mentianat. ad eand. dom. manfianal. fpedtant. nec non tenementa 
6c parcu ejufd. manerij aliuq. proficua 6c emolumenta infra prae- 
cindlus 6c tcrretcria di<ft. manerij annuatim emergen norie funt 
pars oc parcella corporis Decanat. Dun. Sec. Et terra: dominical 
6c tenementa ac parcum manerij de Bear Parke ; aliaq. proficua 
infra territoria ejufd. manerij funt 6c pro 20 6c c. annos ultimo 
elapfos 6c ultra fuere annuatim de claro valen. fumarn 300I. 2951. 
285I. aut 280I. legalis monetce Anglire ac pried. J. Sudbury du- 
rante toto tepere. ad fuit Decan. ex terris dominical 6c tenementis 
ac parco aliifq. emolumentis manerij de Bear Parke fumam 6ocl. 
See. de claro legalis monetae Anglire habebat pcipiebat 6c in ufu 
fuo convertebat.” 

The following defeription of the prefen t ftate of this place was 
kindly communicated to me by Mr. Hutchinfon, from his valua- 
ble colledflions for the hiftory of the bifhoprick of Durham ; to 
him I am alfo obliged for moft of the other particulars. 

The fltuation of this houfe is excellent, about two miles to th.e 
north-weft of Durham, on a lofty eminence above the rivulet of 
Brune, in a dry foil, and furrounded with cultivated lands, having 
a long extended level mead to the fouth ; fine coppices aie fcat- 
tered over the fteep defeents on both fides of the river, and there 
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is a beautiful profpecb to the north, rendered highly pi&urefque 
by the town and church of Witton Gilbert, and the adjacent 
hamlets. Much deftru&ion has been made in the buildings fince 
Dean Grenville’s time, and nothing but naked and diftrafred walls 
remain of this once beautiful place. 

The chapel (b) * is thirteen paces long and eight wide, the eaffc 
window confifts of three lights, circular at the top and very plain, 
there are three windows on each fide, each divided by a mullion 
into two lights, their framing on the outfide fquare. The wall is 
ftrengthened with a buttrefs of neat hewn done work between 
each window, and a cornice runs round the building, of the zig 
zag figure. There is a door on the north fide of the chapel from 
the court. The walls of the chapel in the infide are ornamented 
with a regular fuccefiion of finall round columns or pilafters, 
belted in the midft, the capitals filled with a garland of open cut 
foliage of delicate work, from whence fpring pointed arches ; 
three pilafters and two arches between each pair of windows : 
the wed end is equally fitiifhed with the pilafters and arches, and 
there is a fmall window in the center. At each fide of the ead 
window is a pededal for a datue of confiderable fize. The apart- 
ment under the chapel is lighted by fmall fquare windows, but as 
the door of the chapel is gone, it is not cafy to determine how it 
was condructed. Adjoining to the chapel on the wed is a long 
building, the two gabels of which are danding, having a large 
window of fix lights to the fouth, this was mod probably the 
hall : on the north the remains of a building twenty paces in 
length, lighted to the ead by three windows ; this, I conjedlure, 
was the dormitory : the other remains are fo ruined and confufed 
as to render them totally indidindl. There is a door-cafe dand- 
ing, which has been the entrance into the garden or fome chief 
court, with the arms of the fee in the center. This view was 
drawn 1778. 

(b) I meet with the names of three chapels, lft. The chapel of St. Edmund in tfdibus fuburbarH 
pr. Sc conv. Dun. Bellus Reditus. ad. The chapel of St. Catherine in the manor, where five days in 
the week fervice was performed by a chaplain. 3d. The chapel of St. John in the park, where it 
is performed twice in the week. Hugh Whitehead, the lad prior and firft dean of Durham is faid 
to have repaired many houfes here which were fallen to decay. 

• The annexed view thews the infide of the chapel mentioned in the above defeription. 
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BRANSPETH CASTLE. 

Of this caftle the following account and defcription occurs in 
Leland’s Itinerary. “ The village and caftelle of Branfpeth ftond- 
ith on a rocke among hiiles higher then it. On the fouthe-weft 
parte of the caftelle cummith dounc a little bek out o the rokkes 
and hiiles not afar off. The caftelle of Branfpeth is ftrongly fet 
and buildid, and hath two courtes of high building. There is a 
little mote that hemmith a great piece of the firft court ; in this 
courte be three toures of logging, and three fmaule ad ornamen- 
tum. The pleafure of the caftelle is in the fecond court ; and 
entering into it by a great toure I faw in fchochin in the fronte 
of it a lion rampant. 

Sum fay that Rafe Nevile, the firft Erie of Weft moii and, 
builded much of the howfe. The Erie that is now hath fet a 
new peace of worke to it.” 

Others, among whom is Camden, attribute the building of 
this caftle to the Bulmers, formerly a great family in thefe parts, 
who had their refidence here for feveral generations, till the male 
iffue failing in Bernard, or as Dugdale has it, in Bertram cle Bui- 
mer, it came to his only daughter Emma, who by a marriage with 
Gcoffry Nevil, transferred it to that family, one of whom enter- 
ing into a rebellion in the reign of Queen Elizabeth it efeheated 
to the crown. 

Sir Nicholas Cole, created a baronet by Charles I. anno 1640, 
refided here, as did fome of his defendants, of them it was pur- 
chafed by Mr, Bellafis, and in 1774 was advertifed for lale, 
and purchafed by John Tempeft, Efq; member for the city of 
Durham. 


T11?. 


8 4 DURHAM. 

The following defcription of the prefent ftate of this building j 
was by permiflion of Thomas Pennant, Efq; extratted from his notes. 

" Brancepeth eaftle confifts of a large tower, now mo- 
dernized, and a habitable houfe, which impends over a fteep and 
woody dell ; the reft, which is the wall of the church -yard, with 
one or two fquare towers, is on a flat ; the part of the wall that 
is quite entire has fmall fquare towers on the fummit, with corbal 
truffes for pouring down hot water, 6ee. on the affailants.” This 
view was taken anno 1775. 


BERNARD’S CASTLE. 

T HIS eaftle was built by Bernard Baliol, great grandfather of 
John Baliol king of Scotland. From its founder it took the 
name of Bernard’s Caftle, which it has given to a eonfiderable 
market town, iince built near it. 

Bernard Baliol, at his deeeafe, left this caftle to his great 
grandfon above mentioned, whom King Edward I. having raifed 
to the kingdom of Scotland, obliged by an oath to hold his lands 
in England as his vaflal. John failing in his allegiance, King 
Edward fcized on his poirdlions ; and notwithftanding thofe 
within the dioeefc of Durham ought, according to cuftom, to 
have gone to the biihop of that fee, the king, on account of a 
difagreement between him and Anthony Beckc, the then bifhop, 
took poffeffion of them, and beftowed this eaftle and its appur- 
tenances on Guido Beauchamp, earl of Warwick ; the manors of 
Herkes and Hertnes on Robert Clifford ; and Kerwefton on 
Galfred de Hartlepool. 

In Leland’s Colledfanea, vol. i. page 291 and 292, it is faid, 
that on thcfe eftates becoming forfeited, Bifhop Beeke Teized on 
them as his right, and long held them ; and Stowe, in his Annals, 
fays he built or repaired Barnard eaftle. 

Leland, in the fame page, adds, that thefe eftates were after- 
wards feized by the king, and that Guido de Beauchamp held 
Bernard’s caftle in capita of King Edward II. 

In 
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In the reign of Edward II. Ludovicus Beaumont being con- 
fecrated bilhop of Durham, indituted a fuit at law, againd the 
poflefl'ors of thefe edates, and recovered them by a fentcnce in his 
favour, given in the following words : “ The bifliop of Durham 
ought to have the forfeitures within the liberties of this bilhop- 
rick, as the king has them without.” It is faid that this bifliop, 
though defcended from the blood-royal of France, was fo ex- 
tremely illiterate, as not even to be able to read. 

In this cadle, it is faid, a college was erected by Richard, duke 
of Glouceder, whom his brother, King Edward IV. gave a liccnfe, 
in the 17th year of his reign, for that end. It confided of one 
dean, twelve chaplains, ten clerks, fix choriders, and one other 
clerk, whom he incorporated by the name of the dean and chap- 
lains of the college of Richard duke of Glouceder of Bernard 
cadle, permitting them to purchafe lands, Sec. to the yearly value 
of 400 marks, over and above all reprifes. Tanner gives a very 
different account of this foundation : he fays, “ The provincial 
of the friers heremites, of the order of St. Audio, A. D. 1381, 
obtained leave of Bifhop Nevil, in the vacancy of the bifhoprick 
of Durham, to build a friery and chapel upon ground given by 
Thomas Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, in his lordfhip of cadle 
Bernard, within the parifh of Gaynford, as appears by Dr. Hut- 
ton’s Extracts out of Archbilhop Ncvil's Regider ; but whether 
this took effect, I know not.” 

In the troubles under King John, anno 1216, Alexander, king of 
Scotland, having fubdued all the cadles in Northumberland and 
Durham, for Lewis the dauphin of France, except Bernard cadle, 
fet out for Canterbury to do homage to that prince; in palling 
by this cadle, then belonging to Hugo de Baliol, he, with fome 
of his principal officers reconnoitring it, Eudace de Vefey, his 
brother-in-law, was killed on the fpot by an arrow which pierced 
his brain. 

In Prynn’s Hidory of papal ufurpations, it appears that in the 
39th year of the reign of Henry III. fome fervants of John Baliol 
being excommunicated and imprifoned upon a capias excommu- 
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nicatum, by the bifhop of Durham, for entering forcibly into the 
church of Long Newton ; others, by way of revenge, aflaulted 
the bifhop and his men, with horfe and arms, as they travelled 
by a wood, irreverently abufed the bifhop, and carried four of his 
men prifoners to Bernard’s cable, and there detained them till the 
bifhop fhoukl releafe the perfons excommunicated. Upon the 
bifhop’s complaint of this riot and infult, the king iffued his 
writ to John Baliol, directing him to releafe the bifhop’s men, as 
that prelate was ready to deliver his ; and threatening feverely to 
punifh this offence, if he did not immediately enlarge them, and 
likewife give competent fatisfacfion to the bifhop and his fervants. 
On the receipt of this writ, the bifhop’s fervants were releafed ; 
but the bifhop refufed to deliver thofe he had in cuftody, although 
they had tendered fufficient bail, wherefore the king iflued his 
writ de cautione admittenda, commanding him to take bail and 
releafe them. Walter de Kirkham was bibiop at this period, viz. 
anno 1255. 

John Baliol, founder of the college in Oxford bearing his 
name, was born in this cable. 

In the infurreflion of the earls of Northumberland and 
Weffmoreland againft Queen Elizabeth, this cable was bravely 
defended for eleven days, by Sir George Bowes, and his brother 
Robert, againb the whole power of the infurgentsj but at lab: it 
was furrendered on honourable terms. 

Bernard cable and its environs are thus deferibed by Leland 
in his Itinerary : “ From Stanthorpe to Bernades cabel by meately 
good corne and pafture five miles. This is a meatly praty town, 
having a good market, and meatly welle buildid. The town 
itfelf is but a part of Gaineford paroch, wher the hed chirche is 
fix miles lower on Tefe, and in the bifhoprike. The cabelle of 
Barnard bondeth bately upon Tefe. The firb area hath no 
very notable thing yn it but the fair chapelle, wher be two can- 
t'uaries. 

In the midle of the body of this chapel is a fair marble tumbe, 
with an image and an infeription about it yn French. 
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Ther is another in the fouth waul of the body of the chapelle 
of fre-ftond, with an image of the fame. Sum fay that they were 
of the Bailliolles. 

The inner area is very large, and partely motid and welle fur- 
nilhed with toures of great logging. Ther belong two parkes to 
this caftelle ; the one is caullid Mar wood, and thereby is a chaee 
that berith alfo the name of Marwood, and that goith on Tefe 
Ripe up into Tefedale.” 

This caftle impends high above the river. Its walls, which 
are venerably mantled with ivy, enclofe a very confiderable area, 
of an irregular figure. On the weft fide is a round tower, of a 
great fize, built with fine afhler ftone. The vault over the tower 
part ftill remains, and is finely conftrufled ; but plain, and with- 
out ribs. The keep, or inner court, is prote6led by a vaft fofs, 
cut out of the rock, w r ith a portal at one end. From the caftle 
there is a moft beautiful view of the Tees, over which is a bridge 
of two arches. 

This caftle was fome few years ago in the pofleflion of Gilbert 
Lord Bernard. 

In a MS. book, preferved in the Britifh Mufeum, containing 
pedigrees of the Northern families, there is a rude drawing of 
a monument reprefenting a knight in a recumbent pofture, his 
left arm covered with a triangular fhield; round his waift a belt, 
and on the breaft and fkirt of his outer habiliment two birds, 
probably his armorial bearings. At his feet lies a winged ferpent 
with a comb like a cock,, its tail twifted round his right leg. 



Under this drawing, which is here given, is the following 
memorandum : cc This ancient monument or ftatuarie, broken 
and wafted, nere the ruynes of the chappeli in the hrft ward within 
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the cartel called Barnard’s cartel, was the honourable motion of 
John Baron Lumley, fent by Sir William Bowes, Knt. into this 
church at Chefter to be placed with his antceflors, anno 1 594.” 
And in the margin ; “ The pattern of this I have feen at Barnard 
caftle, p. Garter, 1591.” This view was drawn anno 1775. 

The CATHEDRAL CHURCH of DURHAM. 

'T'hIS view fhews the cathedral church of Durham, which ex- 
cels all the other cathedrals of this kingdom in the beauty of 
its fituation, as well as in the riches of its revenues, from 
whence it is emphatically ftiled, the bifhoprick. • 

It was firft founded about the year 995, on a defolate fpot 
called Dunholme, which according to the Legend was thus mi- 
raculoufly pointed out. Aldwinus having removed the body of 
St. Cuthbert from Chefter le Street to Ripon, on account of a 
Danifh incurfion, every thing being again quiet, was returning 
with his holy charge to Chefter ; when coming in on the eaft fide 
of Durham, at a place called Wardelaw, the oxen that drew the 
carriage on which the faint was laid, fuddenly flood ftill 5 nor 
could all their efforts joined to thofe of the by-ftanders move it 
an inch, it feeming as if faftened to the ground. The monks, 
defiring to know the faint’s intention in thus impeding their 
journey, had recourfe to farting and prayer, in order to obtain a 
revelation of his will. At the end of three days, Eadmer, a holy 
man, was informed by a vifion, that St. Cuthbert did not approve 
of returning to his old quarters, but chofe to be carried to Dun- 
holme, where he fhould at length find a refting place. Here a 
new difficulty occurred ; none of them knew where Dunholme 
lay : but whilft they were in great diftrefs and perplexity on this 
account, a woman who had loft her cow enquiring after her, was 
anfwerecl by another, fhe had been feen in Dunholme. This was 
a happy found to the bewildered monks, who getting proper in- 
formation, made the beft of their way to the chofen fpot ; and in 
gratitude to their accidental guide, Ranulph Flambard caufed 
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both the woman and her cow to be carved on the north turret 
of the nine altars, where they are ftill fhewn, though much de- 
faced by weather. The woman is not milking her cow, as is 
faid by Davies; and that animal from its fizc might eafily in its 
prefent mutilated ftate be miftaken for a dog, as it is fcarce 
higher than the knees of the woman. 

At firft only a little oratory, or rather arbour of green boughs, 
was eieu.ed over the body; but the ground being cleared, a 
church of ftone called the White Church, and afterwards Bow or 
Lowe Chinch, was built, in which the holy corpfe was depofited. 

A more noble and magnificent church was fiiortly afterwards 
begun, and finifhed (except the weft tower, completed by Ed- 
munde the next bifhop) by Bifhop Aldwinus, and anno 999 de- 
dicated with great folemnity ; whither the faint’s body was again 
removed, and from whence it made its laft journey to Holy Ifiand, 
as has been mentioned in the defeription of that place. The 
bifhop s fee was now firft removed to Durham, where it has con- 
tinued ever fince. 

William de Carilepho, bifhop of this fee, not content 
with the church built by Aldwinus, which he deemed by far too 
mean for fo great a faint, having made his peace with William 
Rufus, with whom he had been at variance, Auguft 1 ith, 1093 > 
or, as fome fay, on the 12th of Auguft in the next year, began 
the building now {landing ; Malcolm king of Scotland, Turgot 
the prior of the church, and himfelf, laying the firft three foun- 
dation ftones : but he did not live to complete his work, dying 
two years afterwards. It was carried on with great fpirit by 
his fucceffor, Ranulph Flambard, a fecular prieft and' a great 
builder, by whom Framwelgate Bridge and divers other great 
works were eredled. He during the twenty-nine years of his 
epifcopacy raifed it from its foundation almoft to its covering. 
It was however not finifhed till the year 1242, 26 Henry III. 
when Nicholas Farnam or Fernham was bifhop, and Thomas 
Melfcombe was prior. The flirine of St. Cuthbert, and the mi- 
racles pretended to be wrought there, attracted devotees of all 
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ranks from all parts, vvhofe offerings enriched this church almoft 
beyond belief. 

Upon the removal of the bifhop’s fee hither by bifhop Aldwin 
(fays Tanner), there feems to have been in this cathedral a pro- 
voft and fecular canons ; who being by Bifhop William de Cari- 
lepho, with the confent of the pope and king, expelled, a priory 
of Benedi6tine monks was placed herein, who continued till the 
general diflolution in the time of Henry VIII. when the bifhop- 
rick was valued at 3138I. 9s. 8d. per annum, in the whole, and. 
2821I. is. 5d. clear; and the revenues of the church at 1366I. 
10s. pd. per annum, Dugdale ; 161 5I. 14s. iod. ob. Speed. 21 15 
Compend. Compert. The tutelar faint of this cathedral and 
county was St. Cuthbert, whofe body was magnificently enfhrined 
behind the high altar : but King Henry VIII. named it the Ca- 
thedral of Chrift and the Blefled Virgin, upon his refounding 
and amply endowing it, anno regni 33, for a dean, twelve pre- 
bendaries, twelve minor canons, fixteen lay fmging men, and 
other officers and miniflers. The endowment of the new dean 
and chapter eftablifhed by King Henry VIII. according to Browne 
Willis, was 1233I. 4s. 2d. in temporalities, and 494I. 19s. 3d. in 
Spiritualities, together with 1728I. 3s. 5d. 

To the effablilhinent above fpecihed, other accounts add a 
deacon and fubdeacon, a fchoolmafler, uflier, mafter of the cho- 
riffers, a divinity reader, eighteen fcholars, ten choriffers, eight 
alms-men, two vergers, two porters, two cooks, two butlers, and 
two facriffans. 

This cathedral is a mofl venerable pile, fituated on the fummit 
of a cliff' whofe banks are well wooded, and wafhed on the weft 
fide by the river Were, which almofl furrounds it. Its length 
meafures four hundred and eleven, its breadth eighty feet. It 
has two fpacious aides, one in the middle one hundred and fe- 
venty feet long, and one at each end ; the eaftern aide being one 
hundred and thirty-two feet in length, and the weftern one hun- 
dred. The eaftern aide was formerly called the nine altars, be- 
caufe fo many were there erected ; there being four in the north- 

part 
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part of the aifle, four in the foutli, and one in the middle ; which 
Jaft was dedicated to St. Cuthbert, patron of the church. This 
was the moll; beautiful, and near it was the fhrine of the faint. 
In the weftern aifle was a chapel of the Virgin Mary, called Ga- 
lilee. The whole building is fupported by mafly columns, the 
leaft being three yards diameter, fome ornamented with a kind of 
net-work, fome with zig-zags, others plain, and cluftered fimilar 
to tliofe in Holy Ifland Monaftery, but on a much larger lcale. 

The fereen to the choir is of wood coarfely carved, feventeen 
feet long, and thirty-three high. The organ, which is efteemed 
a fine one, is large, and the font marble. 

The pulpit in the choir is finely ornamented with inlaid 
figures in the Italian ftile, reprefenting the Apoftles ; the ground 
of Swedifli oak ; the founding board fupported by one column. 

Many of the windows are very curious, particularly the middle 
window to the eaft, which is called the Catherine wheel, or St. 
Catherine’s window, and comprehends all the breadth of the 
choir : it is compofed of twenty-four lights. In the fouth end 
of the church was a window called St. Cuthbert’s ; in which was 
painted the hiftory of the life and miracles of that faint : and on 
another on the north fide was reprefented the hiftory of Jofeph, 
after whofe name it was called. In the chapel called Galilee was 
a line of blue marble by the fide of the font, beyond which the 
women were not fuffered to advance, on pain of the greater ex- 
communication, but might there hear divine fervicc : this is now 
ufed for the Confiftory Court. The reafon why a near accefs to 
the faint was thus unpoliteiy refufed to the ladies, to whom he 
had been in many inftances far from averfc, arofc from the trea- 
chery of a princefs, who accufed him of incontinency, and en- 
deavoured to make him father a child gotten by another. The 
ftory is related in the Legend as follows : 

“ Blessed St. Cuthbert, for a long time, led a moft folitary 
life in the borders of the Pi£ls ; at which place great concourfe 
of people daily ufed to vifit him ; and from whom, by the pro- 
vidence and grace of God, never any returned without great 

comfort. 
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comfort. This caufed both young and old to refort unto him, 
taking great pleafure both to fee him and hear him fpeak. In the I' 
mean time, it chanced that the king’s daughter of that province 
was got with child by fome young man in her father’s houfe. 
Her belly fwelling, and the king perceiving it, diligently examined 
her who was the author of that faff. Upon examination, Ihe 
made this anfwer : “That folitary young man, who dwelleth 
hereby, is he who hath overcome me, and with whofe beauty I 
am thus deceived.” Whereupon the king, furioufly enraged, 
prefently repaired, with his deflowered daughter, accompanied by 
divers knights, unto the folitary place, where he prefently fpake 
to the fervant of God in this manner : “ What ! art thou he, 
who, under the colour of religion, prophaneft the temple and 
fanctuary of God ? Art thou he, who, under the title and pro- 
feflion of a folitary life, exercifeft all filthinefs of the world in 
inceft ? Behold, here is my daughter, whom thou by thy deceits 
haft corrupted, not fearing to make her diflioneft. Therefore 
now at laft openly confefs this thy fault, and plainly declare here 
before this company, in what fort thou haft feduced her.” The 
king’s daughter, marking the fierce fpeeches of her father, moft 
impudently ftepped forth, and boldly affirmed, that it was he who 
had done that wicked faff. At which thing the young man 
greatly amazed, perceiving that this forgery proceeded from the 
inftigation of the devil ; thereupon, though brought into great 
perplexity, applied his whole heart unto Almighty God, and faid 
as followeth : “ My Lord, my God, who only knoweft all things, 
and art the fearcher of all fecrets, make manifeft alfo this work 
of iniquity and indignity, and by fome example approve the fame; 
which, though it cannot be done by human policy, make it ma- 
nifeft by fome divine oracle.” When the young man, with great 
lamentations and tears, incredible to be reported, had fpoke thefc 
words, even fuddenly in the felf-fame place where the king’s 
daughter flood, the earth (making a hilling noife) prefently open- 
ed and fwallowed her up, in the prefence of all beholders. This 
place is called Corwen, where flie for her corruption was con- 
* veyed 
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vcyed and carried into hell. As foon as the king perceived this 
marvellous chance to happen, in the prefence of all his company, 
he began to be greatly tormented in his mind, fearing left he 
himfclf fhould incur the like punifhment; whereupon he, with 
all his company, humbly craved pardon of Almighty God, with 
further delire and petition to that good man St. Cuthbert, that, 
by his prayers, he would crave at God’s hands to have his daugh- 
ter again : which petition the faid holy father granted, upon 
condition that no woman after that time fhould have refort unto 
him : whence it came that the king did not fuffer any woman to 
enter into any church dedicated to that faint ; which to this day 
is duly obferved in all the churches of the Pi<fts which were 
dedicated in the honour of that holy man.” 

Notwithstanding this prohibition, and the dreadful pu- 
nilhment attending a breach of it, fuch is the curiofity of the 
daughters of Eve, that in the year 1417, Matilda Burgh and 
Margaret Ufher, fervants to one Peter Baxter of Newcaftle, were 
determined to approach a little nearer than was legally permitted 
them ; and for that purpofe difguifed themfelves in men’s clothes; 
but being difeovered in the attempt (by what means is not faid), 
they were taken into cuftody, and adjudged, by way of punifh- 
ment, to walk on three feftivals before the proceffion in St. 
Nicholas’s church, in Newcaftle, and on three other holy-days 
at the church of All Saints, habited in the drefies in which they 
had committed the offence ; proclamation being firft made of the 
caufe of this penance : and further, their maftcr and miftrefs were 
ordered to attend the Spiritual Court at Durham, to anfwcr for 
their bcinsr counfellors and abettors to this mifdemeanor. The 

u 

mandate directing the chaplains of thefe churches to lee the pe- 
nance performed, is preferved in Bourne’s Iliftory of Newcaftle, 
p. 208 ; together with a certificate from the chaplain of All Saints, 
of their having humbly and devoutly performed it once, and 
recommending the remiflion of the remainder of the lentence. 
It is there likewife faid, that Peter Baxter had been fummoned ; but 
his wife being opprefied with the care of twins, could not attend. 

V01..I. Aa *'• The 
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The chapter houfe, in which are interred iixteen bifhops, is a 
ftately room feventy-five feet long and thirty broad, with an 
arched roof of flone lupported by blue marble columns. At the 
upper end is a beautiful feat for the inftalment of the bifhops. 
This room having cfcaped the daubing of whiting and yellow 
oker, with which the inner part of the Cathedral has been moil: 
barbarouily fmeared, exhibits a ftriking contrail of the fuperiority 
of the ilone, in its naked ilate, over this fuppofed decoration. 
Moil of the fepulchral monuments in this church are defaced, 
except that of B. Hatfield. 

The weft end of the church was adorned with two handfome 
fpires covered with lead : thefe are taken down ; but the towers 
frill remain ; and there is alfo, in the middle, a lofty tower hand- 
foinely ornamented, fupported by four cluilers of columns. The 
whole building feems to have been highly adorned with fculpture j 
but the ilone being a coarfc brownifh grit, eafily yielding to the 
injuries of the weather, it is much defaced. The large pointing, 
of mortar laid over the joints of the ilones, in a late repair, 
greatly deftroys the l'olemnity of the building by giving it a pye- 
bald, or harlequin-like appearance. But, perhaps, it might be. 
abfolutely necefiary ; and it is the more likely to be fo, as the 
chapter of this church feem to have been very attentive to the 
beautifying its environs ; and the tafle, care, and expence em- 
ployed in making their fine walks commodious and agreeable, 
merit the thanks of the public. 

On the fouth fide of the cathedral is a fine cloifler, formerly 
glazed with painted glafs. On the eafl fide the chapter-houfe, 
are the deanry and old. library. On the well fide is the dormi- 
tory ; and under that are the treafury and fong-houfe. On the 
north fide is a large light building, called the new library, which 
was begun by Dean Sudbury, on the fite of the old refedtory of 
the monaflery. 

To the fouth of the cathedral is a quadrangular pile of build- 
ing, confifting of houfes for the prebendaries, inclofing a fpacious 
court, the greatefl part of which has been either new built, or 

very 
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very much improved fmce the reftoration. Upon the eaft fide 
oppofite the college gate is the exchequer, in which are the offices 
belonging to the county palatine court : at the weft end was the 
gueft hall for the entertainment of ftrangers ; and near it the 
granary, and other offices of the convent. On the north fide of 
the cathedral is the college fchool, with a houfc for the mafter ; 
and between the church yard and what is called the caftle or 
biffiop’s palace, is an area called the palace green. On the caft 
lidc of the cathedral is an hofpital built and endowed bv Bifliop 
Cofins. To the weft of the palace green is the county hall, where 
the affizes and feffions are held for the county ; and near it is a 
fine library built by Dr. Cofins. 

On a late furvey, feveral parts of this venerable pile having been 
found extremely ruinous, they were anno 1782, reftored without 
the leaft deviation from their ancient form, when a new bafib 
relievo reprefenting the milk-maid and her cow was fet up, in 
the place of that mentioned in the foregoing defeription ; further 
repairs are ftill carrying on. This view which reprefents a north- 
weft afpect was drawn anno 1773. 

DURHAM CASTLE. 

Th IS caftle ftands on a fteep bank on the eaft fide of the river 
Were. It feems an extreme folid, and not over elegant pile ; 
beneath it is a bridge built by Bifnop Ranulph Flambard. 

A Castle was built here by William the Conqueror, about 
the year 1072, to ferve as a retreat, or place of lafety tor the 
biffiop, in cafe of fudden invafions, to which, at that time, its 
fituation both with refpedt to the fea-coaft and Scottilh borders 
made it extremely fubjedted. The keep of this building is ftill 
remaining ; it is an odtagon, and ftands on a high mount : but 
many of the adjacent buildings are of much later date. Anno 
1079, this caftle was unfuccefsfully afiaulted by thole rioters 
who flew Walter Bifliop of Durham for his luppoied parti- 
cipation in the murder of Leultus ; and the conqueror* fending 


9 6 DURHA M. 

an army to punifh them, wafted the country, and left a gar- 
rifon in it. 

In tlie reign of Edward II. anno 1317, Sir Grofleline Deinvile 
and his brother Robert, with two hundred men habited like friars, 
according to Stowe, plundered the palaces of the bifhop of Dur- 
ham, leaving nothing in them but bare walls. Probably the 
ftrength of this caftle faved it from their depredations, as it is not 
particularly mentioned. For thefe ravages the ringleaders were 
afterwards hanged at Yorke. 

Part of this caftle having been burned down, was repaired by 
Bifhop Hugh Pudfey, created bifhop anno 1153. He likewife re- 
paired, at a very confiderable expence, the city wall from the 
north to the fouth gate; and built the bridge over the river Were, 
called Elvet bridge. 

Anthony Beck, who was a great builder, in all likelihood 
did not overlook this his capital manfion ; the particular repairs 
he did, if any, have not, however, been handed down to us. 

Thomas Hatfield, about 1345, made great additions to 
thefe buildings. 

Robert Nevil, created bifhop anno 1457, bruit: the Exche- 
quer before the caftle gates; and Bifhop Fox, 1494, altered the 
great hall, in which were two princely feats, one at each end ; he 
took away that at the lower end, and there built a pantry, and a 
place for mufieians to play during meals : he likewife made many 
other alterations. 

Bishop Tunftall, in 1530, built the gallery and chapel adjoin- 
ing ; his arms are placed thereon : he alfo made the iron gates, 
adorned with free-ftone work on either fide thereof, and built the 
laver, or water-conduit in the courtain of the caftle, whereon his 
arms are alfo engraved. 

Bishop Richard Neile (tranflated from Lincoln 1627) repaired 
the tower and other parts of the caftle, on which it is laid he ex- 
pended 3000I. and Dr. John Cofins, who, upon the Reftoration 
of Charles II. found the palace in deplorable ruins, as left by Sir 
Arther Haflerig, repaired and beautified it at a vaft expence. 

Bishop 
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Bishop Crewe confidcrably adorned it by putting in new win- 
dows, and enlarging the chapel. He likewife rebuilt part of the 
tower which had fallen down. Bifhop Chandler made fevcral 
alterations, as did alfo Bifhop Trevor; fome of which were left 
unfinifhed, but have been fince completed by the prefent bifhop. 

Leland, in his Itinerary, thus deferibes this caftle; “ Thccaftelle 
ftondith ftatcly on the North-eft fide of the minftre, and the 
Were renneth under it. 

The keep ftondith aloft, and in ftate builded of VIII. fquare. 

Bishop Fox did much reperation of this dungeon; and he 
made befide, in the caftelle, a new kychen, with the offices, and 
many praty chambers.” This view, which fhews the fouth-weft 
afpedt of the caftle, was drawn anno 1774. 

FINCH ALE PRIORY. 

Fi NCHALE Priory ftands on the eafternmoft bank of the 
river Were, about two miles and a half north of the city of 
Durham. 

This being a folitary fpot, proper for religious contemplation, 
a certain holy man named Godric, afterwards canonifed, who had 
in his youth vifited the holy Sepulchre, hither retired by divine 
diredtion, and here lived the life of an hermit in an hermitage 
dedicated to St. John the Baptift. It was during his life time 
made a cell to the monaftery of Durham, being granted by Ila- 
nulph Flambard before the year 1 128, to Algarus, prior thereof, 
and his monks. Upon the death of Godric, anno 1170, fome 
monks from Durham retired to it; and Hugh Pudfey, then bilhop 
of Durham, made them fome allowance for their fupport. Hugh 
his fon, anno 1196, confiderably increafed their revenues; and 
thereupon a Benedictine priory, ftibordinatc to the monaftery of 
Durham, was fettled here, to which the prior of that houfe 
might fend as many monks as he thought proper. Although it 
was thus deemed a cell to Durham, its income was valued dif- 
tindlly from it: being eftimated 26 Henry VIII. at 122I. 15s. 3d. 
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per ann. Dugdale; and 146I. 19s. 2d. Speed. It then confifted 
of a prior and eight monks, though Leland fays thirteen, and 
foon after the difTolution was granted to the fee of Durham. 
Part of the ruins are now converted into a farm-houfe. 

Finch a le feems anciently to have been a place of note. A fynod 
is faid to have been held here anno 788. It was called by the 
Saxons Pincanheal : Henry of Huntingdon calls it Wincanhale ; 
Hoveden, Phincanhale ; and others Finchale. 

Beneath a window in this monaftery is lhewn a feat faid to 
have had the virtue of removing fterility, and procuring iffue for 
any woman, who having performed certain ceremonies fat down 
thereon, and devoutly wifhed for a child. Tradition fays, this 
feat called the wifliing chair was formerly in great repute, and 
though of ftone, appears much worn by frequent fuitors for 
pregnancy. It may perhaps be needlefs to obferve that fince the 
removal of the monks, it has entirely loft its efficacy. This view 
was drawn anno 1774. 

GOATSHEAD, or GATESHIDE MONASTERY. 

Ti-i I S houfe feems to have been of no great eminence, fince it 
is not mentioned by Dugdale, except in his general catalogue of 
the religious houfes and their value, where there is the following 
entry, among thofe of Durham : “ Gatefheved Hofpital, St. Ed- 
mund, 5I. gs. 4d.” 

It is only thus {lightly touched on by Tanner : “ Ad caprae 
caput Goatlhead, or Gatefhide.” A monaftery here, whereof 
Uttan was abbot before A. D. 653. But in the notes he refers to 
Bede’s Ecclcfiaftical Hiftory, book 3. c. 21. and to Leland’s Col- 
leffanea. In the latter is a tranfcript from the former, where, 
among the holy men cliofen by Peada, fon of king Penda, to 
inftru<ft him in the Chriftian religion, one Adda is mentioned, 
who is there faid to be “ brother to Uttan, an illuftrious prefbyter, 
and abbot of the monaftery called Goatfhcad.” Tanner likewife 
cites Bourne, who in his hiftory of Ncwcaftle fays, “ The mo- 
naftery 
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naftery of Uttanus was where Mr. Riddle’s or Gatefliead houfc 
now is.” 

From the following paffage in Leland’s Itinerary, vol. 7, part 1, 
page 8 1 , added to the entry before quoted from Dugdale’s Cata- 
logue, it appears as if this monaftery was converted into an ho- 
fpital before the diflolution of the religious houfes : “ Whereas 
the hofpital (fays he) is now of St. Edmund at Gatelhed in 
Wyrale, was fometyme a monaftery, as I have heard, and by lyke- 
lyhod the fame that Bede fpekythe of. 

In the Magna Britannia, publifhed 1720, a different valuation 
is given of this houfe, as taken from Speed, in thcfe words : 
“ Gatefliead, a religious houfe dedicated to St. Edmund. Who 
was the founder or benefaCtor is not known, but the revenues 
are found to be 109I. 4s. 4d. per ann.” Perhaps the former might 
be the value delivered in to the king’s commiffioners, and this its 
true amount. 

From thefe obfeure accounts, little to be depended ’upon can 
be collected refpe£ting its ancient hiftory; the following is its 
prefent ftate : 

Its remains ftand in Gatefliead, on the eaft or right-hand fide 
of the high ftreet leading to Newcaftle Bridge, from which it is 
diftant about half a mile. The entrance is through a low fquare 
ftone gate, decorated with pilafters, and feemingiy of modern 
conftruCtion. The fite of the houfe, with its offices and gardens, 
occupied about two acres and a half of land. Towards the eaft 
end of it are the ruins of a manfion, which, from the ftile of its 
architecture, feems to have been built fince the diffolution of the 
monaftery, perhaps out of its materials. This probably was Mr. 
Riddle’s houfe alluded to by Bourne, and the gateway before- 
mentioned was in all likelihood erefted at the fame time. 

Nearest the road Hands the chapel, whole weft end .s hand- 
fomely ornamented with a number of po.’ited arches and niches ; 
though the infide feems remarkably plain. It conlifts of a fingle 
aifle, twenty-one paces broad by twen'y-fi < long. Some fteps at 
the eaft end, leading to the altar, are itill remaining ; near them 


100 


DURHAM. 

is a grave-ftone, on which is cut a crofs fimilar to that on the 
jamb of the church-door at Jarrow ; it has alfo the marks of an 
inlaid border about it, but the brafs is gone. The arches of the 
windows (except thofe of the eaft and weft ends, which are intirely 
pointed) are round within, and pointed on the outfide. A re- 
markable ornament is mounted on its eaft end on a flender rod, 
being a fmall circle chequered by feveral bars crofting each other 
at right angles, as may be feen in the view. 

In the year 1745 or 46, this chapel being, as it is faid, made 
life of by the Roman Catholicks, was out of a mifguided zeal fet 
on fire by fome perfons, who perhaps meant to pafs for good 
Proteftants ; but by this their intolerant fury fliewed themfelves 
to be actuated by thofe very principles they affedted fo much to 
contemn. This monaftery is now the property of Ralph Claver- 
ing, Efq; of Calleley, and is chiefly ufed for garden-ground. This 
drawing was made anno 1773. 

The MONASTERY of JARROW, or GYRWI. 

This was a Benedictine monaftery, and with that of Wire- 
moth owed its foundation to the interceflion of the abbot, Bene- 
didt Bifcop, born of noble Englifh parents ; a foldier in the early 
part of his life, afterwards minifter to King Ofwy ; and faid to 
be the firft who brought the art of making glafs into England. 
This Benedidt, contemning worldly riches and honours, travelled 
to Rome, where being inftrudted in the monaftic difeipline, the 
choir fong, and all the ecciefiaftical rites, he returned to England, 
and afterwards obtained from Egfrid, King of the Northumbri- 
ans, forty families or hides of land for the endowment of thefe 
monafteries. 

This houfe was founded about the year 684, and was dedicated 
to St. Paul. On its completion, Benedidt peopled it with feven- 
teen monks from Wiremoth, and placed over them as abbot one 
Ceolfridus. Here the venerable Bede was educated; the place of 
his birth, according to moft writers, being in this neighbourhood. 

By 
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By the frequent incurfions of the Danes this monaftery was 
fo ruined, that at the coming of the Normans, the church or 
chapel wherein the monks celebrated divine fcrvice, was a poor 
thatched hovel, made up of fome old walls, with a roof of roiHi 
unhewn timber. It was however afterwards re-edified, as is evi- 
dent from the ftile of fome part of the remains ; but when, or 
by whom, does not occur in any of the writers who treat of it. 

Both this monaftery and that of Wiremoth became afterwards 
cells to Durham. At thedilfolution, the revenues of Jarrow were 
valued at 38I. 14s. 4d. per ann. Dugdale ; 40I. 7s. 8d. Speed; 
and were granted 36 Henry VIII. to William Lord Eure. Tan- 
ner in a note makes a query, whether it was not granted after- 
wards, viz. 7 Edward VI. to Simon Welbury and Chriftopher 

Moreland. At prefen t it is faid to belong to Clavering, 

Efq; and Bonner, Efq; of Callerton, patrons of the church. 

The fite is an eminence on the l'outh fide of the river Tyne, 
about five miles eaft of, or below Newcaftle. Its bounds do not 
feem to have been very extenfive ; neither was the place judi- 
cioufiy chofen with refpeft to healthfulefs, there being a large 
marlhy lpot bordering it on the fouth ; and when the tide is out, 
fcarce any thing but Blinking oufe remains in the bed of the 
creek, that runs clofe under it; over which is the bridge feen in 
the view. 

The remains confift of the chapel, now converted into a parilh 
church, and l'everal walls and fragments of the offices of the 
abbey. In fome are circular arches, but the greateft number are 
pointed. Some cottages have been patched up here, partly with 
the Handing walls of the old building, and partly with the ma- 
terials pulled down. Several pieces of fliort columns with Saxon 
capitals lie fcattered amongft the rubbifh. 

The church, which feems to have been lately repaired, has 
now only one ifie ; but the marks of other buildings are very 
apparent on its north wall. The weft door has a plain circular 
arch ; and on its north jaumb is an ancient crofs, ornamented in 
the Saxon ftile. 
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Within the church on the north wall, on a Hone that goes 
quite through it, is the following infcription, which has been 
clumfily blacked when the church was laft white-wafhed. In the 
fpace between the third and fourth line there is a roughnefs on 
the furface of the Hone, fcemingly as if a line had been erafed. 

DEDICAT OBASILICAE 
SCIPAVLIVIIIIKLMAI 
ANNOXVFCFRIDIREC 


CEOLFRIDI ABBEI VSDEMQ^ 
ECCLESDO AVCTORE 
CONDITORIS. ANNO IIII. 

Here likewife are two very ancient carved oaken reading 
delks, having each feats for four perfons. But what is eHeemed 
the greateft curiofity, and as fuch is carefully kept under lock 
and key in the veftry, is the chair of venerable Bede, a great two 
armed chair, faid to have been depofited here ever fince the dif- 
folution of the monaHery. It is of oak, and appears to have been 
hewn out with an axe, except that at the top of the back, the 
crofs piece is mortifed to the Handards or upright parts, which 
ferve both for legs and its fupport ; thefe with the feat and fides 
are very ancient ; but the back, according to the perfon who 
fliews it, has been fince added. 

Various are the fuperflitions and ridiculous Holies told of 
this place, among which are thefe : “ That it was never dark in 
Jar row church ; and that the windows were of horn inHead of 
glafs.” The latter perhaps relates to fome almoft forgotten tra- 
dition concerning the introduction of glafs by Benedict. This 
drawing was made anno 1773. 
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RABY CASTLE. (Plate I.) 

THIS caftle was built by John de Neville, foon after the year 
1378; at which time a licence for its ere&ion was granted by 
Bifhop Hatfield : a duplicate of it is ftill preferved in the archives 
of the fee of Durham. The manor of Raby had long been in 
the poffeflion of this family, who held it of the fee of Durham by 
the yearly rent of 4I. and a ftag. 

It has been obferved in the preface, that after the accdfion of 
King Henry II. no one could build a caftle without firft obtaining 
the royal licence. The county of Durham being a palatinate, a 
power of granting fuch licence belonged to the bifhop, who is 
there confidcred as a viceroy. As the form of this licence fomc- 
what differs from that given in the preface to the firft volume, it 
is here inferted at length, in the language in which it is originally 
written, together with a tranflation. 

“ Thomas, par la grace de Dieu, cvefque de Durcfme, a touz 
y qui ceftez nos prefentes lettres verront, ou orrount falutz. 
Sachez que nous de noftre grace chere efpecial et pour Ie grant 
amour que nous avons enver noftre chere et foial John de Nevill, 
Chivaler, Sieur de Raby, qui de long temps adefte de noftre con- 
faill, et nous fervant, lui eions grante et tant que nous eft ct li- 
cence efpeciall done quil puifle de fon nianior de Raby, qe’ft de- 
denz noftre roial feignurie dedans noftre Evcchee de Durefme, 
faire un chaftell fraunchement a fa volonte, ct touz le tours, me- 
lons, et mures, d’y celle, batailler et kirncller, fans eftreent empef- 

cher molcfter ou autres nos fubjitz ou demurant de- 

denz noftre did feignurie roial. A voir et tenir perpetuclement a 
lui et a fes heires iffuit quil ne feoit pas prejudicial ne damagous 
a nous, ne a noftre eglife de Durefme, ne a noz fucccfiour en 
nule temps a venire. En temonaunce de quels chofes, nous 
avons faitez faire ceftez noz letters patentes. Don a Durefme 

par 
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par les meins Willielmi de Elmedon, noftre chauncellor, le difme 
jour de May, l’an. de noftre facre trent et tierce. 

Par lettre de private Seal.” 

Which runs in Englifh thus : 

“ Thomas, by the grace of God, bifhop of Durham, to all 
thofe who fhall fee or hear thefe our prefent letters : Know ye 
that we, of our dear and efpecial favor, and for the great love we 
bear to our dear and faithful John de Nevill, knight, lord of 
Raby, who has long been of our council and in our fervice, have 
granted, and as much as in us is do licence him freely, according 
to his will, to make a caftle of his manor of Raby, which is 
within our royal lordfliip, and in our bilhoprick of Durham ; and 
all the towers, houfes, and walls thereof, to embattle and crenel- 

late without reftraint, hindrance, or moleftation or other 

our fubjects or living within our royal lordfliip, To have 

and to hold to him and his heirs for ever, provided it fhall not 
be prejudicial or injurious to us, our church at Durham, nor to 
our fucceffors in time to come. In witnefs whereof, we have 
caufed thefe our letters patent to be made. Given at Durham by 
the hands of William de Elmden our chancellor, on the ioth day 
of May, and in the 33d of our Confecration. 

By writ of Privy Seal.” 

Evkr fince the reign of James I. this caftle hath belonged to 
the ancient family of the Vanes, ennobled July 8, anno 1699, 
when Sir Chriftopher Vane was created a baron of this realm by 
the title of Lord Bernard of Bernard caftle. He was fucceded in 
his eftates and honours by his eldeft fon Gilbert, whofe fon 
Henry was created Vifcount Bernard and earl of Darlington, 
April 3, 1754. His fon Henry, fecond earl of Darlington, is the 
prefent proprietor of this noble edifice, the fituation of which, in 

a park 
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a park beautifully admitting a view of the deer, is rather paftoral 
than romantic, being on the fide of a vaft amphitheatre of country, 
which affords a profpeft of a rich cultivation, terminated to the 
weft and eaft by diftant hills, and to the fouth by an extended 
plain, exhibiting that fredom now fo much purfued in rural fpe- 
culations. On the other hand, the nearer parts of the horizon 
are charmingly verged by plantations raifed by the prefent noble 
owner, who in every part of a very extended property gives the 
higheft proofs of his attention and tafte. Although the fur- 
rounding country boafts not much of the marvellous and fublime 
in nature, yet the deficiency of fuch objects feems amply fup- 
plied, in another ftile, by the growing elegance of every reform, 
where convenience, profit and order, are happily blended. 

The caftle, with its nearly circular terrace inclofed with a mi- 
litary wall, is faid to meafure two acres, and the demefnes an- 
nexed to exceed 30 miles in length: 

As it is not the plan of this work to delineate the face of a 
country, and ftill lefs to enter into' agricultural proje£ts, we fhall 
only obferve, that in this refpeft his lordlhip fteadily keeps up in 
every fpecies of improvement the idea of the utile and the dulce ; 
nor is he lefs attentive to the venerable pile, which is daily ac- 
quiring new importance, the environs and the feat of refidence 
mutually vying to dignify each other. This view which is the 
north-eaft afpe£t, was drawn anno 1774. 

(PLATE II. ) 

The following account of this caftle is given by Leland in his 
Itinerary : 

“ From S. Andres Akeland to Raby cartel five miles, part by 
arable, but more by paftures and morifeh hilly ground, barren 
of wood. Raby is the largeft cartel of logginges in al the noith 
cuntery, and is of a ftrong building, but not fet other on hi 1 01 
very ftrong ground. As I enterid by a caufcy into it ther was a 
little ftagne on the right hond : and in the firft areaweie but 
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two ton res, one at ech ende as entres, and no other buildid. Yn 
the fecond area as in entring was a great gate of iren, with a tour, 
and two or three mo on the right bond. 

Then were al the chief tonres of the third court as in the hart 
of the cartel. The haul and al the houfes of offices be large and 
(lately : and in the haul I faw an incredible greet beame of an 
hart. The great chaumber was exceeding large, but now it is 
fals road, and dividid into two or three partes. I faw ther a 
litlc chaumber, wherin was, in windowes of colerid glafle, al the 
petigre of the Nevilles : but it is now taken down, and glafid 
with clerc glafle. Ther is a touer in the cartel, having the mark 
of two capitale B, from Berthram Bulmer. 

Tiif.r is another touer, bering the name of Jane, baftard After 
to Henry IV. and wife to Rafe Nevile, the Arft erl of Wert- 
morland. 

Ther long three parkes to Raby, whereof two be plenifhid 
with dere. The midddle parke hath a lodge in it. 

And thereby is a chace, bering the name of Langeley, and 
hath falow dere', it is a three miles in length.” 

Mr. Pennant, who viflted this caftle about the year 1772, 
permitted me to tranferibe his notes, wherein it is thus deferibed : 

“ Raby Caftle the feat of the earl of Darlington, is an entire 
fortrefs, was once the property of the fee of Durham ; and in 
the reign of Edward III. permitted by the bifhop to be embattled. 
It was at times the property of the Bullmers, the Cliffords, and 
the Nevilles ; a tower bears the name of the firft, and the gate- 
way that of Clifford. It is an irregular but magnificent pile, 
and of great fisc ; fome part has been burned, and at prefent the 
great tower, called Bullmer’s, is detached : all the towers are 
fquare. It is furrounded by a great fofs, only part of which is 
now filled with water. A fine parade goes quite round the caftle, 
garni filed with battlements. On Bullmer’s tower is a great bas- 
relief of a bull, holding a flag ftaff in one foot, with a flag to 
it, and over his fhoukler is a lhield. The founder has alfo marked 
this tower with a great B. 


The 


The chief entrance is on the weft, and is very grand ; it leads 
to a fquare, within which is a great hall, fupported by fix pil- 
lars, the capitals diverging and running in ribs along the arched 
roof. A ftair cafe leads from this into an upper hall of the 
firft magnitude, viz. ninety feet long, thirty-fix broad, and thirty- 
four high ; the roof flat, and made of wood, Here aflemblcd, in 
the time of the Nevilles, feven hundred knights, who held of that 
family. Over the chimney is a picture of Queen Elizabeth. 

In a breakfaft room the recedes are in the form of femi-circles, 
fcooped out, I may fay, of the walls, which are nine feet one 
inch thick ; a window is in each of thefe. I faw alfo a rccefs 
for a bed, gained out of the wall, and feveral other conveniences 
and communications quarried out of it ; and in fome places pil- 
lars are left, as in collieries, to fupport the roof. 

The oven was of dimenfions fuited to the hofpitality of thofe 
times, higher than a tall perfon, for the talleft may ftand up- 
right in it ; and I think its diameter muft be fifteen feet. At 
prefent it is converted into a wine cellar; the fides are divided 
into ten parts, and each holds a hoglhead of wine in bottles. 

“ The kitchen is a magnificent and lofty fquare, has three 
chimnies ; one for the grate, a fecond for ftoves, the third (now 
flopped up) for the great cauldron. The top is arched, and a 
fmall cupola lights it in the center; but on the fides arc five 
windows, with a gallery palling all round before them, and four 
fteps from each pointing down towards the kitchen, but ending a 
great height above the floor ; their ufe is not known ; probably 
they were only meant for ornament. From the floor is another 
ftair-cafe that conducts to the great hall, but the pafiage is now 
flopped : What hecatombs muft have been carried that way ! ’ 
This view which reprefents the fouth-weft afpeet of the caftle, 
was drawn anno 1774. 
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WHITTON CASTLE. 

Wh I T T O N Caftle Hands on the fouth fide of the river Wear, 
at its conflux with the Lynburn. 

This was the baronial caftle of the lords de Euers, a family 
of ancient note and eminence in the county, defcended from the 
lords of Clavering and Warkworth ; and by the female line, from 
the Vefcies and Attons. They were famous for their warlike 
exploits againft the Scots, as a reward for which King Edward I. 
bellowed upon them Ketnefs, a town in Scotland. 

It was built about the year 1410, as is evident from the fol- 
lowing licence for its conftru<5lion, preferred in the archives of 
the fee of Durham, among the rolls of Billiop Langley, marked 
A. No. 32. That deed recites, that this building was begun be- 
fore 5 but as no licence had been previoufly obtained, it is pro- 
bable the billiop by his authority put a Hop to its progrefs. This 
circumftance ferves to (hew that the family was then in great 
eftimation, as none but fuch as fuppofed themfelves almoft above 
the law would have negle&ed this precaution : it alfo farther 
appears from that billiop not only pardoning this tranfgreflion, 
but alfo granting his licence for the erection of the caftle after fo 
flagrant a contempt of his authority. 

“ Thomas Dei gratia Dunelmenfis epifeopus falutem. Sciatis 
quod cum Radulphus de Eure Miles nuper nianerium fuum de 
Witton cum niuro de petra et calce includere et nianerium illud 
batellare, kirnellare, et turillare, ac fortallicium inde faccre incipit, 
licentia noftra aut praedeceflbrum noftrorum fuper hoc non ob- 
tenta : nos de gratia noftra fpeciali pardonavimus tranfgreflionem 
fa&am in hac parte : et alterius conceflimus et licentiam dedimus 
pro nobis et fuccelforibus noftris praefato Radulpho, quod ipfe 
manerium praediftum cum muro de petra et calce includere, et 
manerium illud caftellare, kirnellare, et turillare, ac fortallicium 
inde facere point, ct tenere fibi et haeredibus fuis imperpetuum 
abfque impedimento noftri vcl fuccelforum noftrorum jufticiarium, 

efcaetorum, 
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efcaetorum, vice-comitum, aut aliorum ballivorum feu miniftro- 
rum noftrorum, vel fucceflorum noftrorum quornmcumqu; im- 
perpetuum. In cujus rei teftimonium, See. Dat, See. viceffimo- 
tertio die Septembris, anno Pontificatus noftri quinto.” 


Which may be thus cranflated : 

“Thomas, by the grace of God bilhop of Durham fendeth 
greeting. Know ye, that whereas Radulphus de Eure, knight, 
did begin to inclofe his manor of Whitton with a wall of lime 
and ftone, and to embattle, crenellate, tourillate, and eredt a 
fortrefs on the faid manor, not having firft obtained either our 
licence or that of our predeceflors ; we, out of our fpccial grace, 
have pardoned that tranfgreflion j and moreover have granted and 
given licence, for us and our fuccefiors, to the faid Radulphus, 
to inclofe his manor aforefaid with a wall of lime and ftone, and 
to caftellate, crenellate, tourillate, and build a fortrefs thereon ; 
to have and to hold the fame to himfelf and his heirs for ever, 
without impediment from us, or our fuccefiors, our juftices, 
efeheators, fheriffs, or other bailiffs or officers whatfoever, or 
thofe of our fucceftors for ever. In witnefs whereof, dec. Sec. 
Given the 23d day of September, in the fifth year of our Pon- 
tificate.” 

In the reign of Henry VIII. Sir Ralph Euers was lord warden 
of the Marches, and did fo many valiant exploits againft the Scots 
at Tiviotdale, that the king gave him a grant of all the lands he 
could win from them ; wherefore he invaded Scotland ; but en- 
gaging with the earl of Arran at Hallidown Field, was there flain, 
together with the Lord Ogle, and many other perfons of note. 
William Eure, brother of the fecond Ralph Lord Eure, was a 
colonel in the army of King Charles I. and was killed at the battle 
of Marfton Moor, in Yorkfliire, A. D. 1645. The laft Lord 
Eure, who was living A. D. 1674, leaving no iffue male, that 
family became extindh 
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At the time of the civil war this cattle was in the hands of 
Sir William Darcy. He being a royalift, it was befieged and 
taken by Sir Arthur Haflerig, governor of Aucland cattle, who 
feq ueftered the goods, but did not deftroy the building ; which 
was afterwards demolifhed by James Lord Darcy of Havan, in 
the kingdom of Ireland, about the year 1689 ; who took away the 
lead, timber, and chimney-pieces, to Sadberye, in this county, 
with defign to build another houfe there ; but the greateft part of 
thefe materials were afterwards fold by auction for much lefs 
than the fum paid for their pulling down and removal from 
Whitton thither. 

This cattle is at prefent the property of John Cuthbert, Efq. 
This view was drawn anno 1774. 
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ST. BOTOLPH'S PRIORY. (Plate I.) 

St. Botolph’s Priory was founded in the begining of the twelfth 
century, by Ernulph, a monk, for canons regular of the order 
of St. Auguftine ; their number is no where afcertained. Thefe 
canons were firft brought into England, about the year 1 109. 

This priory was the firft of that order, as appears by the bull 
of Pope Pafchall II. which invefts them with a pre-eminence and 
authority over all other houfes of their order in England ; ex- 
empts them from all fecular and epifcopal jurifdittion ; direCts 
the future priors to be chofen from among the canons > and 
orders the bifhop of London, or fome other in his (lead, to con- 
fecrate them, without exacting the payment of fees. 

It does not appear that Ernulph fettled any land on them, 
except the fite, and the garden of the priory ; and though they 
afterwards received various donations, their revenues were never 
very ample. 

King Henry I. befides confirming feveral other benefactions, 
gave them the whole tythes of his royal demefnes, in Hatfield 
Regis, or Broad Oak, on condition of their performing the fol- 
lowing fervice to him and his heirs, whenever they fhould make 
war in Wales ; namely, to fend one horfe of five lhillings price : 
a fack and a fpur, for forty days, to be maintained at the king s 
charge. 

Thefe were fucceded by other benefactions, at different times ; 
but as they were neither very confiderable, or attended with any 
remarkable conditions, I fhall not here enumerate them. 

At the diffolution, this priory was valued at 134b 13 s - 4 ^- aiu ^ 

was granted by Henry VIII. to Lord Chancellor Audley, who 

fold 
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fold it to Sir Arthur Clarke, from whofe family it palled about 
the year 1650 to Oliver Hendricks, who, about the beginning of 
this century, conveyed it to Oliver Burkin ; and from him it was 
transferred, anno 1720, to Matthew Martin, Efq; who gave it to 
his fon-in-law, Major General Price. 

Tin: priory flood on the fouth fide of the church ; but there 
are no remains of it, except a few walls, which are incorporated 
into a brew-houfc, cre£led on its lite. 

Tin: church was entire, till the fiege of this town, by the par- 
liamentary army, anno 1648; both parties accufe each other 
with unneceflarily and malicioufly deftroying it. 

Bv the weft front here reprefented, it appears to have been an 
elegant building. The interfering circular arches, which are of 
Roman brick, give it a great richnefs ; and by their contrail with 
the colour of the Hone, have a very agreeable effeft. The angles 
of this front were adorned with two ftately towers : Mr. Morant 
fays, that on the north fide was {landing, in the memory of per- 
fons then living. From the great quantity of Roman bricks, to 
be met with all over this building, it is probable, it was erecled 
out of the ruins of fome more antient fabrick ; and this is the 
more likely, as Colchefter is agreed on all hands, to have been a 
Roman ftation, and is by many thought, in preference to Maldon, 
to have been the ancient Camalodunum. This drawing was made 
anno 1767. 


(PLATE II.) 

I u e infulc of this venerable ruin is here delineated. At this time 
it confifts of only the nave and two fide aides : thefe were fepa- 
lated by a double row of very thick columns, fupporting circular 
aicbes : fix of them are ftill {landing on the north fide ; but to- 
vaids the fouth, there are now only two remaining: both the 
columns and arches are chiefly conftrufled with broken Roman 
biickiy inteifperfed with Hones. Befules the damage done to 
this building, during the fury of the civil war, it has from time 

to 
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to time fuffered repeated depredations, and been much defaced, 
by long ferving for the rendezvous and common play-place of 
the idle youths of the town : the parifh officers have, however, at 
length, to prevent its total demolition, taken the laudable pre- 
caution of enclofmg and locking it up : this has permitted the 
weeds and flirubs to fprout up among the mouldering walls and 
fcattered tombs ; a circumftance which adds greatly to the beauty 
and folemnity of the feene. 

The dimenfions of this church, as given by Moran t in his 
Hiftory of Colcheftcr, are as follow : 

“ Length of it within the walls, one hundred and eight feet ; 
width of the nave between the pillars, twenty five feet and a 
half; width of the fouth aifle, nine feet one inch and a half; 
width' of the north aifle, nine feet feven inches and a half; 
diameter of the pillars, five feet and a half ; thicknefs of the 
wall of the great door, eight feet and a half.” 

This ruin not only merits the obfervation of the curious tra- 
veller, as a piece of antiquity, but alfo for its pi&urefque form, 
and the beauty and variety of its tints, which, together, make it a 
fubject well worthy the pencil of l'ome one of the many eminent 
artifts, of whom this kingdom may at prefent fo jultly boaft. 
This view was taken near the fouth -eaft corner of the building, in 
the year 1772. 


COLCHESTER CASTLE. 

Th IS caftle Hands a fmall diftance north of the Iligh-ftreet. 
Its fite, called the bayley, a corruption of ballium, is both out of 
the jurifdidtion of the corporation, and extra-parochial. It is 
faid, by Norden, in his furvey, to have been built by Edward the 
elder, who repaired the walls of the town. Morant conjectures 
it to be Norman ; and in this he is juftified, by a paflage in the 
Monafticon, which aferibes its erection to Eudo Dapifer, fewer, 
or Iteward to William the Conqueror, and founder of St. John s 
abbey. From the great quantity of Roman brick all over this 
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building, it was certainly erected either on the ruins, or with 
the materials, of fome very ancient building. Its fhape is that 
of a rectangular parallelogram, facing the four cardinal points 
of the compafs ; its eaH and welt fides meafuring one hundred 
and forty feet, and its north and fouth one hundred and two feet 
each, on the outfide. On its north-eaH and north-well angles 
are two fquare towers. It has another of the fame figure, which 
is placed not on the angle, but on the fouthern extremity of the 
welt face ; and on the fouthern end of the eaft front is one of 
a fcmicircular form, whofe external radius is twenty feet. Thefe 
meafu res are taken from an accurate plan. 

The walls, which are twelve feet thick below, and eleven on 
the upper Itory, are built with ftone and Roman bricks ; but 
molt of the latter are broken. On the outfide, feveral Itrata 
of thefe bricks, particularly on the north fide, run round, in ho- 
rizontal lines, like bands or fillets, as may be feen in the view. 
The original and only entrance, excepting a poltern on the north 
fide, is on the fouth under a handfome circular arch : the other 
doors have been fince cut, with great labour, out of the folid 
wall. Towards the left hand, in entering, and in the fouth-welt 
tower, is the grand Hair-cafe, which is Hill pretty intire, excepting 
at the top. To the right is a large vault, above ground, well 
arched. Over this, out of a door leading from the grand Hair- 
cafe, was the paflage into the chapel, which partly Hands in the 
l'emicircular tower. It is flrongly arched at the top. This chapel 
is of an irregular figure. Beneath it is a good arched vault, ufed 
for a prifon or bridewell. The infide area was divided by two 
flrong parallel walls, running north and fouth, which ferved for 
partitions and fupports to feveral apartments. The greateH part 
of the weHernmoH wall is down. In that on the eaH, the bricks 
are laid according to the Roman method, that is, herring-bone 
ialhion. The lodgings were all at the upper part ; and there are 
four chimneys Hill remaining, turned with femicircular arches : 
as, indeed, are all the doors and windows: the latter are wide 
within, but diminifli towards the outfide. Under the cafile are 
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fpacious vaults, fupported by foundations, in the form of a crofs. 
Thefe were difeovered, fays Morant, about thirty years ago: they 
were then full of fund; for the carrying which away, the owner, 
John Whcclcy, was at the pains of cutting a cart-way through 
the foundations, near the north-cad corner, where the wall was 
thirty feet thick. 

“ This building, fays the afore-cited author, fullered extremely 
from the ill-judged attempt of John Wheely, who purchafcd it of 
the late Robert Norfolk, Efq; with intent, and upon condition, 
to demolifh it intircly, and make money of the materials. Eor 
this purpofe many of the Roman bricks were taken away and 
fold, and moll of the free-done at the coins, and in the inward 
arches of the building. A line well was delfroyed, and the tops 
of the towers and walls forced down with ferews, or blown up 
with gun-powder, and thrown upon the heads of the arched 
vaults below', in fitch large weights, and with fo great violence, 
as to break one of the fined of them. But after great devalua- 
tions, the remaining part of the walls being fo drongly cemented, 
that the profit did not anfwcr the charge of farther demolition, he 
was forced to defid. 

Just within the entrance of the cadle, they Ihcw fome fmall 
clumfey images of Helen, Condantine, Nc. carved in done, but 
vifibly modern. They alfo diew' you an inlcription in four fltort 
lines, which they pretend cannot be read. Upon infpeclion, it is no 

more than ALYANOR ROGER CHAMBYRLEYNAX GOO, 

and a few other words, in capitals : which, by the form of the 
letters, appear to have been done about the reign ot King Ed- 
ward III. if not later. The cadlc-yard, bailey, or bah v.ick, was 
formerly cncompafied on the fouth and well lides bv a llrong 
wall, in which were two gates -, that on the fouth was the chief. 
This wall was taken down by Robert Norfolk, Efq; who cretled 
in the room of it a range of houfes, now Handing in the 1 ligh- 
drect. The wed wall reached as far as the call fide of M. 
Helen’s-lane. On the north and call fidcs the cadle was fecund 

by a deep ditch; and a drong rampart of earth ; which are now 
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taken into the gardens of Charles Gray, Efq. This rampart is 
thrown upon a wall that formerly encompaffed either the caflle 
or the palace of Cod, on the fite whereof the caftle is built; the 
buttrefles and other parts of which wall have been lately difeo- 
vered. The chapel here was endowed with diverfe lands, which 
were afterwards, by Eudo Dapifer, granted to the monaftery of 
St. John ; in conlidcration of which, the abbot of that houfe was 
obliged to find a chaplain to officiate three days in the week, either 
in St. Helen’s chapel, or that of the caftle.” 

The original property of this caftle was in the crown, where it 
continued till granted by the Emprefs Maud to Alberie de Vere, 
anceftor of the De Veres, earls of Oxford : but though ihe be- 
llowed on him the title, it was not, probably, in her power to give 
him the pofieffion ; fo that it remained in the crown till the year 
1214, when King John granted it, during pleafure, with the 
hundred of Tendering and Borrough, to Stephen Harringood. 

King Henry III. in the year 1256, granted it for life, with 
diverfe lands, rents, and profits, to Guido de la Rupe forti, or 
Rochfort; but be, in 1258, falling into difgrace, was deprived of 
his eftates and banifhed. In 1273, it was given, by Edward I. 
with the hundred of Tendering, to John de Burgh for life ; and 
in 1275, to Richard de Hollibrook ; and again, in the fame year, 
to Lawrence de Scaccario, fherift of Efl'ex, for the county gaol ; 
and tire demefnes belonging thereto were ordered to be plowed 
and fovvn for the king’s ufe. 

The next pofledbr was Robert de Benhall, Knt. to whom, 
witlr diverfe lands, it was given by Edward III. for life. In 1404, 
King Henry IV. granted it together with the fee-farm of the 
town of Colchefter, and hundred of Tendering, to his lbn Henry 
duke of Gloucefter ; and Henry VI. gave the faid hundred and 
caftle to his Queen Margaret. In 1461, King Edward IV. be- 
llowed it on Sir John Howard, Knt. for life; and Thomas Ken- 
dale, anno 1485, obtained the cuftody of it, and the king’s 
demefnes in Colchefter, by patent from Henry VII. which he 
funendcied in 1496, when the faid grant was tranferred to John 
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Vere, carl of Oxford ; which was renewed and confirmed by King 
Henry VIII. and the premifes continued long in this family ; 
from whom it pafied to Thomas Lord Darcey, Henry Mac 
Williams, and, in the year 1599, to Sir John Stanhope, to 
whom it was granted, with feveral parcels of land, for his and 
his fon’s life. 

In the year 1629, James Hay, earl of Carliflc, obtained of 
King Charles I. the reverfion to him and his heirs for ever of this 
caftle, after the death of Charles Lord Stanhope, to be held of 
the manor of Eaft Greenwich in common focage, paying into the 
Exchequer 10I. yearly; but Lord Stanhope furvived him, and 
foon after fold it to Sir James Northfolk, ferjeant at arms to the 
Houfe of Commons ; from whom it defeended to his fon : he fold 
it, anno 1688, to John Wheeley, who purchafed it, as has been 
before faid, to pull it down ; but the profit not anfwering his 
expeditions, he difpofed of it to Sir Ifaac Rebow, from whofe 
grandfon it was purchafed by Charles Gray, Efq; the prefent 
pofleffor, who has fitted it up with great tafte and propriety, 
converted the chapel into a library, and built the cupola on the 
S. W. tower: the other building, on the top of the N. E. tower, 
is likewife of his eredtion. 

The Governors or Conjlablcs of Colchejler CaJUe , as given 
by Morant and others. 

HENRY II. 

Hubert de St. Claire, killed at the fiege of Bridgenorth ; 
where, feeing one of the enemy juft going to flioot at the king, 
he ftepped before him, and received the arrow in his own breaft ; 
of which he died, recommending his daughter to the protection 
of that monarch. 

RICHARD I. and 2 JOHN. 

William de Lanvallei, he gave King John two hundred 
marks for the cuftody of it, and held it under Iv. Richard I. 
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William de Lanvallei, his fon, Hubert de Burgh. 

16 HENRY III. 

Stephen de Segrave. 

50 HENRY III. 

Thomas de Clare. 

2 EDWARD I. 

r 

William de Way land, John de Burgh. 

8 HENRY IV. 

William Dych. 

7 HENRY V. 

William Bardulph. Anno 1428, John Exeter and Jacolet 

Germaine. 

1 HENRY VII. 

Thomas Kendale. 

The town of Colchefter was, heretofore, feudatory to the 
caftle ; but a difcharge and exemption was purchafed of (^Eli- 
zabeth, and confirmed by Parliament. This drawing, which 
fhews the N. and W. Tides of the caftle, was taken anno 1772. 

EAST BURY HOUSE, 

In the parifh of Barking, EfTex, ftands on the edge of the 
marfhes about a mile toward the eaft of the town, in the road 
from Barking to Dagenham, by Ripple fide. The farm belong- 
ing to it, was, in the reign of Edward VI. in the pofieflion of 
Sir V illiam Denham, Knt. who alfo had other eftates in this 
neighbourhood. By him, probably, this lioufe was built, as its 
appearance fhews it to be a building of that age 5 and there 

is 
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is a date, 1573, on a leaden fpout on the foutli fide of the 
houfe. 

The eftate, poflefled by Sir William Denham, is now divided 
among feveral proprietors ; this houfe, with the farm belonging 
to it, is the property of a family of the name of Weldon. 

A tradition prevails in this neighbourhood, that the dif- 
covery of the powder-plot was owing to an error in delivering a 
letter, defigned for Lord Monteagle, to a perfon of the name of 
Montague, who is faid to have been, at that time, an inhabitant 
of this houfe. It may be fuffieient to refute this tradition, by 
obferving that, the letter was not mif-delivered, but was received 
by Lord Monteagle, and by him communicated to the Earl of Salis- 
bury. Hiftorians mention, as an inftance of the king’s fagaeity, 
that he conjectured this exprefiion, “ that the danger is paft fo 
foon as you burne this letter,” mult mean a danger from gun- 
powder j and directed thofe fearches in the neighbourhood of the 
parliament houfe, by which the plot was difeovered. The draw- 
ing, which fhews the S. W. view of the houfe, was made 1777. 


HADLEY CASTLE. 

Th I S caftle ftands in the fouth-eaft part of the county, and 
near the fouth-weft extremity of the hundred of Rochford ; of it 
the following account is given by Morant in his hiftory of Eflex. 

“ The name feems to be derived from the Saxon words head, 
high, raifed, and ley, pafture. It hath borne the name of Hadley 
ad Caftrum, or Hadley Caftle, ever fmee the reign of Henry III. 
when Hubert de Burgh, earl of Kent, with the king’s leave, built 
a caftle here ; the ruins of it ftill extant fhew its ancient grandeur. 
It is a little mile fouth from the church, and about three quarters 
of a mile from the road, facing the channel, or Canvey ifiand. 
As it is fituated at the brow of a fteep hill, there is from thence 
a delightful profpect acrofs the Thames into Kent. It is built 
of ftone, almoft of an oval form: the entrance is at the north- 
weft corner between two towers ; and there are alfo two towers 
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at the fouth-eaft and north-eaft corners, which are embattled, and 
have loop-holes on the fides. The walls in the bottom of the 
towers are nine feet thick, and the reft five feet; and on the 
north and fonth fides, the walls arc ftrengthened with buttrefies. 
The cement, or mortar, which is almoft as hard as the ftones 
themfelves, hath in it a mixture of fhells of fea-fifii, &c. At the 
entrance, the earth lying very high near the towers, a very deep 
ditch is cut behind them, which runs along the north fide of the 
caftle. The ruins are now greatly overgrown with bullies. 

There was a park belonging to this caftle, or elfe to Hadley- 
bury, which lies near ; and lands were held by the feijeancy of 
keeping up. the fences and lodges of this caftle, as well as thofe 
of Reyle and Thunders le Caftles. As Hadley is not mentioned 
in Domefdav-book, nor in the Red-book of the Exchequer, it was 
moft probably comprehended in Raley ; and then Raley parifh 
extended to the Ray, or water of Hadley. 

The large park belonging to the honor of Raley, might take 
up the greateft part of what is now Hadley, except the foreft, 
and wafte ground that belonged thereto. 

Hadle v going along with the manor and honor of Raley, 
which belonged to Suene ; his grandfon Henry de Efiex forfeited 
both to the crown through his cowardice. 

King Henry granted it with Raley, and we prefume as a 
part of it to Hubert de Burgh, earl of Kent, who built the caftle 
here. From that time it is mentioned in records as the caftle 
and park of Hadley, and not for a while as a manor. 

Upon Hubert’s dilgrace in 1232, this eftate was again feized 
by the crown, and granted at different times to the greateft per- 
lons. By an inqueft taken in 1250, of what lands and tenements 
appeitained to the caftle of Hadleigh, it was found, that there 
were belonging to this caftle one hundred and forty acres of 
aiable giound ; and pafture for one hundred and eighty ftieep; 
and a water-mill. In 1268, King Henry III. committed the go- 
vernment of this caftle to Richard de Thany. Hugh le Parker, 
of this paiifh, held four fhillings rent here, in 1284, by the fer- 
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jeancy of keeping the park of Haddelegh. In 1299, King Ed- 
ward I. aligned to his queen Margaret the caftle, village, and 
park of Hadlegh, with appertenances, then valued at thirteen 
pounds fix (hillings, and eight-pence, per annum. In 1327, 
Roger de Eftwyke, and Alice his wife, had twelve acres of land 
in this parifh, together with the cuftody of the park, of the in- 
heritance of the faid Alice ; and of the gift of GefFry de Pertico, 
and Maud his wife, formerly lords of the caftle and village 
of Hadley ; which land and cuftody were holden of the king, 
as of the honor of Reyleigh, by the fervice of keeping the park 
aforefaid. 

Albrf.y de Vere, the 10th earl of Oxford, who died the 
23d of April, 1400, held for his life, of the gift of King Richard II. 
the caftle and manor of Hadley, with appertenances, and a water 
mill in capite; reverfion of the fame to the king and his heirs. 

Edmund Plantagenet, duke of York, had the premifes at 
the time of his deccafe, ift of Auguft, 1402, but only for life. 
In 1452, King Henry VI. granted to his uterine brother, Edmund 
of Hadham, earl of Richmond, the caftle, and lordfhip, or manor 
of Pladley, with all letes, courts, rents, fervices, mills, fifherics, 
and other appertenances whatfeever ; the advowfon of the church, 
and a market here on Wednefday in every week ; and the return 
of all writs, and precepts, and executions on the fame. 

After that they remained in the crown, till King Henry VIII. 
granted them in 1539, to the lady Anne of Cleve, his forfaken 
queen, for her maintenance. 

In 1551, King Edward VI. gave the manor and park of Kad- 
leigh ad Caftrum, and the farm there, called Hadlcigh, with a 
feparate fifhery, and the advowfon of the church, to Richard 
Lord Riche, and his heirs, to hold by the fortieth part of a 
knight’s fee. And in 1553 he got, from the fame king, the fol- 
lowing marfhes, in this parifh, Les Fleets, Rufhhalls, or the 
Prior’s-marfh, and Clcrkenwike, or the Abbot’s-marfh ; and all 
other meffuages, lands, &c. in the tenure of Edward Strangman, 
to hold in focage. From him they paffed to his noble delccn- 
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dants the earls of Warwick; as Rochford, Raley, Lees Priory, 
Upon the partition of the Warwick eflates between the fix co- 
heirs, this fell to the (hare of Henry St. John, Efq. afterwards a 
baronet, and Vifcount St. John, his eldeft fon. Henry Vifcount 
Bolingbroke fold his eftate to Sir Francis St. John, of Longthorpe, 
in Northamptonlhire, Bart, whofc daughter and coheir Mary, 
brought it in marriage to her hufband Sir John Bernard, of Bramp- 
ton, in Huntingdonlhire, Bart. He was fucceeded by his fon Sir 
Robert Bernard, Bart, knight of the ihire for the county of 
Huntingdon.” 

In the rolls of parliament, among other pieces of the reign of 
Edward III. whole precife dates are unknown, is a complaint made 
to the queen and duke by John de Gifford, of the county of Effex y 
againfl Roger de Wcdeham, conffable of Hadley Caftle, fetting 
forth, that under pretence of a commiflion he had taken from the 
complainant two horfes, on which he mounted two lawlefs rogues 
of his company, of whom he had affembled in arms more than 
fifty, breaking the peace, and a Hi fling Hugh le Defpenfer in divers 
outrages; that having attended him to the fea-fide, the faid Robert 
on his return came with his whole force to the houfe of the com- 
plainant with an intent to kill him, but not finding him, they en- 
tered his warren, took and deflroyed all his hares and rabbits, 
giving out he was an enemy to the king and Sir Hugh le Defpenfer,. 
and a favourer of the queen’s party; wherefore he prayed an order 
might be iflued to arreft the laid Robert, and to bring him before 
the queen and council to be punilhed as a rebel; and alfo that 
another con liable might be appointed in liis place more proper for 
that trull and for the cor.ntrv. 

1 Rom the fame authority it appears, that King Edward IV. in 
ihe lecond year of his reign, did, by his letters patent, grant to 
Ikvuy Abingdon for life, St. per annum from the ilfue of Hadley 
Cadle and manor, to be paid by the receivers or farmers. And 
uho that the office of parker, or park-keeper of Hadley Park, with 
a lea ot 3 d. per diem; and alfo the porterfhip of the caftle, with 
the accuftomcd wages, were granted by the faid king to John Shute, 
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one of the yeomen of the crown, to be paid out of the fee farm of 
the town of Colchefter. This drawing was made in the year 1 763 . 

LATTON PRIORY 

STANDS about three miles nearly fouth of the parifh church, 
and about half a mile weft of the prefent road from Epping to 
Harlow : the priory church, of which the fouth view is here given, 
is now ufed as a barn; it confifts of a nave and crofs aide, and 
the infide of the building is of the lighter ftile of Gothic with the 
pointed arch; the materials of which it is compofed are flint 
ftones, mortar, and the old flat bricks ufually called Roman; a 
fmall quantity of the fame materials was found in the fouth wall 
of the farm-houfe, which was lately pulled down, and is now re- 
built. 

I 

What appears to have been the fite of the priory is furrounded 
with a moat, without which, fouth of the prefent buildings, hu- 
man bones are frequently found, this circumftance points out the 
ancient burial place; in digging fome years ago in the orchard, a 
pavement or path of old bricks was found, of which there are now 
no remains. • Eaft of the church, without the moat, there appears 
a fmall rifing, with an hollow without it, like the remains of an 
intrenchment ; the interval between this rife and the moat, the 
prefent inhabitants, from its appearance, call the Monks Bowling- 
green. 

It appears by Domefday Book, that St. Edmund’s Bury Abbey 
held lands in the parifh of Lattuna; and it is conjectured, that 
thefe lands were afterwards the endowment of Latton Priory, 
though when or by whom it was founded is not known ; its 
foundation, fays Morant, but I know not on what authority, was 
before 1270; Tanner fays before 20 Edward I. becaufe mentioned 
in the Lincoln taxation ; its canons were Auguftine, and it was de- 
dicated to St. John the Baptift. John Taylor, the laft prior, held 
the fite of the priory of Thomas Shaa, in pure and perpetual alms, 
with two hundred acres of arable, two hundred of pafturc, thirty 
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of meadow, ten of wood, amd 3I. rent; alfo the advowfon and 
parfonage of Latton, the whole then valued at iol. yearly. 

This priory is not mentioned by Dugdale, and the hiftory of 
few relieious foundations is lefs known; one is led to conjecture 
that the fociety was never very numerous, or the revenue con- 
fiderable, as the Bifhop of London often appointed the prior, for 
want of a ftatuabie number of canons to eleCt. 

At the difl'olution, the fite of this priory was granted to Sir 
Henry Parker, to be held by the twentieth part of a knight’s fee; 
he fold it to William Morris. It was afterwards in the pofieflion 
of John Kethe, who in 1556 fold it to John Titley ; he in the 4th 
of Elizabeth conveyed it to James Altham, whofe defcendant and 
heir lately fold it to William Lufnington, Efq. the prefent poffefior, 
by his mother, nearly related to the Altham family. This draw- 
ing was made in 1776. 


ST. MARY MAGDALEN’S CHURCH, 
COLCHESTER. 

Th E lingular ftile of this building, its disjointed porch, the ap- 
parent antiquity of a part, and the variety of the materials of the 
whole, render it altogether a very piCturefque objeCt. This con- 
lideration, more than any hiftorical importance, has procured its 
admiffion into this work. 

It Hands on the north fide of Magdalene Green. The little 
chancel, built with brick, is more modern than the reft of the edi- 
fice, which is remarkably frnall. The weft end and the turret were 
damaged by lightening in the year 1739, but have been fince repaired. 

Phis chapel is confidered rather as belonging to the refounded 
hofpital of St. Mary Magdalene, than as a parochial church; for, 
according to Morant, on account of the fmallnefs and poverty of 
the parifh, here hath been no inftitution or induction to the rec- 
tory for many years, if ever. 

1 he ancient hofpital before-mentioned, endowed for leprous 
and other infirm people, was founded at the command of Henry I. 

by 
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by Eudo his ft e ward, founder of St. John’s Abbey, in this town; 
the tithes of which were here diftributed to the poor, in certain 
daily portions of bread, beer, and meat. The number of Hofpi- 
tals formerly eftabliflied for lepers in this kingdom, and the few 
inftances of that complaint at prefent, has induced many learned 
perfons (not without great reafon to fuppofe) that the dcceafc here- 
tofore called leprofy, was no other than the venereal infedtion. 
The mafter of this hofpital was ftiled Prior. 

“ Upon the general deftrudtion of the hofpitals in King Ed- 
ward the Sixth’s reign, (fays Morant) this underwent the common 
fate. However, it doth not feem to have been immediately granted 
away; for in the year 1558 it was held by Bonner, hilltop of Lon- 
don, in free alms : after that the lands belonging to it were fquan- 
dered away, and fome irrecoverably loft, and the chapel of the 
hofpital was totally demolifhed. Queen Elizabeth, in the year 
1565, granted the revenues lately belonging thereto, to Nicarius 
Yetfweirt, her fecretary for the French tongue, and one of the 
clerks of the fignet; but King James I. in order to bring it again 
to pious and charitable ufe, refounded it, in the year 1610, under 
the title of the College or Hofpital of King James within the fub- 
N urbs of Colchefter; reftoring all the lands, revenues, and poflef- 
fions whatever, fettled at firft upon it by the founder; ordaining, 
that it fliould confift of a mafter, and five poor perfons, fingle or 
unmarried; that the mafter fliould have the cure of fouls of the 
parifhioners of the parifh of St. Mary Magdalene, in the town of 
Colchefter, celebrate divine fervice there, faithfully preach the 
word of God, and duly adminifter the facraments, either by him- 
felf or by a fufiicient minifter or curate; and pay each of the faid 
five poor perfons 52s. a year, at the four terms of the year, by 
equal portions, viz. 13s. a-piece, at the feafts of the Nativity of 
Chrift, the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, St. John the Bap*- 
tift, and St. Michael the Archangel ; that they fliould be placed in 
for life, and chofen by the mafter, who hath power to turn them 
out for a reafonable caufe; that they fliould be a body corporate, 
and have a common feal ; that the mafter, with the attorney and 
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folicitor-general’s confent and concurrence, might make all pro- 
per laws and ordinances for the better regulation and management 
of this hofpital, and the revenues of the fame. Finally, the king 
granted and confirmed to them all the liberties, franchifes, immu- 
nitics, exemptions, privileges, lands, tenements, and hereditaments 
whatfoevcr, which any mafter and poor of this hofpital had at any 
time enjoyed. The vifitor is the lord chancellor, or lord keeper 
of the great feal, who puts in the mafter.” 

The prefen t mafter is the Rev. Palmer Smythies, M. A. Re6lor 
of St. Michael’s, Mile-End. This view was drawn anno 1772. 

NETHERHALL. (Plate I.) 

ISIeT HER HALL, in the parifh of Roydon, is fo called from 
its low fituation ; it (lands about one mile and a half fouth or 
l'outh- weft of the town and church. It was anciently held of the 
Abbey of Waltham, which purchafed here of Alexander de Al- 
richefey, anno 1280, one mefluage, twenty-three acres arable, and 
five acres of pafture land. The firft mention of it as a manor is 
in 1401, when Thomas, fon of John Organ, conveyed it to Nicho- 
las Collorn and Thomas Prudence. It was afterwards in the 
family of the Colts, who made it the place of their refidence, and 
who therefore were probably the builders of the houfe. John Ar- 
cher, of Cooperfale, Efq. is the prefent proprietor. 

In 1769, when this drawing was made, there were (landing the 
entire brick gateway here reprefented; part of the wall, with two 
Email towers at two of its angles, and a part of the houfe, then ufed 
as a farm-houfe, but fince pulled down. 

This building contains the gateway, and two. rooms over it; 
each of thefe rooms occupies the whole (lory, confiding of two 
half hexagon towers, and the (pace between them. 

On the firft (lory the cieling is wainfcot, fupported by wainfcot 
aiches, reding in front on three fhields, which are blank ones; the 
v/cfternmoft fhield is fupported by two horfes ; the middle one is 
held by a fpread eagle, fupported by a lion and unicorn ; the next, 

fupported 
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fupported by a lionefs and bull, is ducally crowned; and the 
eaftern end of the front fupports the arch by a trufs compofcd of 
a radiant rofe. Thefe arches reft in the back of the building on 
four trufles; the firft reprefenting a griffin, the fecond a bear and 
ragged ftaff, the third and fourth fimilar to the firft. 

The room has been wainfeotted to about the height of eight 
feet; and above the wainfeot, on the plaifter, are rudely painted, 
in compartments, the following perfons eminent for fabulous, 
prophane, and facred hiftory, v/hofe names are thus barbaroully 
fpelled : 

In the eaftern bow, Hercules, Georg, for Ing. In the weftern 
bow, Godfery of Bulen, Chari the Great, and one figure now 
erafed. 

On the weft wall, over a window, a black figure blowing bub- 
bles, dividing this fentence, Time tarrieth for no man. Hedtor. 
On the north wall, David between two figures now erafed. On 
the eaft wall, Julious Seafer and Judas Macabeus. 

The meafure of the room, within the walls, is from weft to eaft 
about twenty-feven feet; from north to fouth between the towers 
or bows fixteen feet; to the extremity of the towers about twenty- 
three feet and an half. On the left corner of the chimney is a 
colt’s head in an ornament of the carving. 

The wretched fpelling, and more wretched figures, were pro- 
bably the efforts of fome village glazier-painter, who had been 
ufed to raife ruftic devotion by fmearing church walls with the 
figures of Mofes and Aaron, employed, in all likelihood, by fome 
equally taftelefs owner of this beautiful piece of brick-work, at 
fome period about the laft century. 

Between the drops under the trefoil ornament above the gate- 
way are fmall fhields with a fleur de lis, and below them have been 
two large fhields. 

The whole building, and a fpace of ground walled in, was fur- 
rounded by a moat, which moat appears to have had another wall 
without it, part of which was Handing in 1769- This gate was 

intended to have been pulled down with the houfe, but, like fome 

other 
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other ancient buildings, was faved by the ftrength of its brick- 
work, which rendered its deftru&ion too expenfive. 

Under the window over the gate is a machicolation, and the 
place where a portcullis has been may yet be feen. 


( PLATE II. ) 

This view was drawn, anno 1772, juft before the demolition 
of that part of the manfion converted to a farm-houfe. It gives 
a back view of that houfe, which in plate I. is feen adjoining; and 
alfo Ihews the moat, and one of the towers at the angles of the 
wall, which is covered with thatch, and in common with the walls 
venerably mantled with ivy. 

T 11 f. following, among other epitaphs of the Colt family is in 
Roydon Church, and was probably that of the builder of Nether- 
hall, as both the coats on the monument were on a door cafe in 
the farm-houfe, viz. a fefs between three colts, (colt) impaling 
gerrone of eight (Trufbutt). 

Nobilis ille Thomas Colte, armiger, hie requiefeit 
Edwardi regis conful honorificus. 

Prudens, diferetus, fortis, tarn confiliifquara 
Armis, vix talem quis reperire potuit 
Illius fobolu fponfe dneq Johanne, 

Stirpis prieclarae tumba dat effigiem. 
s anno 

i\IC quater femcl lxv bis et xi probus ifte 
s die 

Augufti menfis x bis et 1 bis obiit. 

In Holy Crofs, or Weftgate Church, Canterbury, there is a 
memorial of Robert Colt, a common brewer ; from his armorial 
bearings, which are three colts, one of the fame family, he died 
December 6, 1444. 


PLASHEY 
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PLASHEY CASTLE. 

Th IS caftle is fituated in the weftern fide of the county, and in 
the hundred of Dunmow; it is mentioned in hiftory and records 
by the various names of Placy, Plaify, Plafhe, Pleizcf, Plefinchou, 
Plefheter, Pleflys, Pleycie, Belhous, Eowels; and Leland in his 
Itinerary fays, it was called Tumbleftoun; part of thefe appella- 
tions are fuppofed to be derivatives from the French word Plaifir, 
on account of its pleafant fituation ; Belhoufe, or beautiful man- 
fion, perhaps refpedted the building. It was the feat of the high 
conftables of England from the eariieft times of that office to the 
year 1400. 

Morant, in his hiftory of Elfex, fuppofes it was originally a 
Roman fortrefs; “ But it leems, fays he, to have been a confider- 
able place long before the conqueft, and even in the Roman times 
to have been a fortrefs or villa, for there is a ditch or entrench- 
ment encompafling the weft, north, and eaft parts of the prefent 
village, i. e. all that is north of the road; and having the remains 
of another correfponding on the fouth fide, I have often traced it 
myfelf ; it begins in a field acrofs the road, north of the church : 
on the fame fide of the way, in a field about a quarter of a mile 
from the church, in the road leading to High Eftre, was found a 
fine glafs urn, with fome burnt bones in it, which Samuel Tuft- 
nell, Efq. fhewed to the Society of Antiquaries.” 

In Mr. Holmes’s MS. and N. Salmon’s account of this place, 
Camden’s authority is alledged for William de Magnaville, or 
Mandeville, being the founder of the caftle here; but Mr. Morant 
fays, he could not find where Mr. Camden fays fo, and adds, “ it 
is certainly.much ancienter.” 

In Domefday Book it is called Plefinchou, and appears to have 
been part of the lands of Euftace, Earl of Boulogne; an encroach- 
ment is recorded, as made here upon the king, of one hide of 
land, by Humfrey Aurei Tefticuli. 
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Bv the marriage of Maud, grand-daughter of Euftace, Earl of 
Boulogne, to King Stephen, Plefhy became veiled in the crown, 
and was by that king bellowed on Geffcry de Mandeville, when 
he created him Earl of ElTex ; and on his defebtion in favour of 
the Emnrefs Maud, when he was feized and imprifoned by the 
king, he, to obtain his liberty, furrendered this and his callle of 
Walden. 

King Henry IE rcllorcd to Geffery de Mandeville, fon of the 
above-named earl, all the lands and honours that had ever be- 
longed to his father or grandfather ; to which William, his bro- 
ther and heir fucceeding, here foie.mnized his marriage with Harde- 
wife, daughter and heirefs of William le Gros, Earl of Albemarle, 
January 12, 1 180. Henry IE gave him leave to fortify this callle.} 
he died the 14th of November 1 190, without ilfue, and was fuc- 
ceeded by Beatrix de Say, grand-daughter of his aunt Beatrix, wife 
of William de Say. 

Beatrix de Say married Geffery Fitz Piers of Ludgerfhall 
Callle, who was in her right made Earl of ElTex, and his fons took 
on them the furname of Mandeville; but the male line failing, 
Maud de Mandeville, anno 1 199, marrying Henry de Bohun, Earl 
of Hereford, and conltable of England, fire carried the callle into 
that family, and it was by Henry III. confirmed to his fon Hum- 
phrey, furnamed The Good, and continued in his defeendants till 
the reign of Edward III. when, for default of male heirs, it came 
to Eleanor, who married Thomas of Woodllock, Duke of Glou- 
ccller, the fixth fon of that king, who in her right became Earl 
of ElTex and Northampton, and conllable of England; he chiefly 
refuled in this callle. 

At the acceflion of Richard II. this duke prefuming on the 
authority of an uncle, and being a man of rigid virtue, interfered 
too much in the government, and rebuked his nephew’s failings 
with lo much afperity, that he refolved to get rid of him; for 
which purpofe Richard paid him a vifit at his callle of Plefhy, on 
a fummer s evening, and perluaded him to accompany him to Lon- 
don that night, to allill him with his advice in council. Thomas, 

not 
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not fufpe&ing any ill intent, confented, and fet out llightly at- 
tended; when they came near Stratford, the king riding o(F, a 
party of armed men, placed ready for that purpofe, feized the 
duke, carried him on (hip-board, and conveyed him to Calais, 
where he was kept clofe prifoner till the 8th of September 1397, 
and then (lifted between two feather-beds. In the enfuing parlia- 
ment, being declared a traitor, all his eflates efeheated to the 
crown; but his wife Eleanor was fufFered to enjoy this caftle, and 
mod of the lands of her anceftors till her death, 3d 0<5lober 1399. 
On her demife, this caftle and manor, in a divifion of the eftates 
of that duke} came to Henry V. when they were valued at 106I. 8s. 
from which time they were united to the duchy of Lancafter. 

Anno 1215, in the difpute between King John and his barons, 
this caftle was befieged by Savarike de Maulon, a Poidfovian, who 
commanded part of the king’s army. It then belonged to GefFery 
de Mandeville. 

The manor of Plafhy, and the two parks, were by Edward VI. 
granted to Sir John Gate, to hold it in capite, by the twenty-fixth 
part of a knight’s fee; but he taking part with Lady Jane Grey, 
it reverted to the crown, and there remained. The little park was 
granted to Sir John Clarke, one of the barons of the Exchequer, 
whofe fon probably built the houfe, called The Lodge, out of the 
materials of the caftle. 

At prefent nothing remains of this edifice but a high mount, 
whereon probably the keep of the caftle ftood, having on the weft 
fide a brick bridge over it, and part of a gate here (hewn ; this 
mount is of an oval form, forty-five paces in length, and twenty- 
five in width, and is furrounded by an area called The Caftle-yard; 
alfo bounded by a high rampart and ditch: this area contains 
about two acres. The foundations of buildings may be traced 
in many places. This view, reprefenting the north fide, was 
drawn anno 1777. 
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The ABBEY of STRATFORD LANGTHORNE, 
or at B O G H, in the Parish OF WEST-HAM. 

O F this abbey there are fcarce any remains, except the building 
here fnewn, which appears to have been the gateway leading to 
the monaltery, and a fmall ruined ftone arch. This gate is built 
with brick. 

The litc and remains of this once confiderable monaftery are 
about half a mile fouth-fouth-weft of the church. 

It was founded either in the year 1134 or 1135, by William de 
Montftchet, for monks of the Ciftertian order, and dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, and all faints. 

He endowed it with all his lordfliip here, as juft mentioned, 
under the manor of Weft-ham ; and alfo with eleven acres of 
meadow, and two mills : and his wood of Bocherft, in Woodford, 
and the tithe of his panage. The demefnes of the abbey in this 
parifh comprehended near fifteen hundred acres; and amongft 
them was Sudbury, given them by King John. Tire manors of 
Weft-ham, Wood Grange, Eaft Weft-ham, and Playz, were theirs. 
They had alfo the manors of Eaft-ham; of Beringer’s, and Ilye- 
houfe, in Little Ilford and Berking; of Low -Leyton; of Bamfted, 
in Aveley and Upminfter; of Great "Burghfted, Challeweden, 
Whites, and Gurneys; of Buckurns, in ButteriDury; of Cow- 
bridge, in Mountenys-ing ; of Calircots or Caldircots, in South 
Weald ; of Brygginge, in Chaldwell; and two tenements, called 
Ofc and Wkirrewyke, in Coringham, Clerkenwyke, or the Abbots 
Marfli in Hadleigh Caftle; Grangewyke Marfli, in Little Thur- 
rock; lands in Chigwell, Eaft and Weft Tilbury, See. the advow- 
fon of Little Ilford reflory ; the redtory of Eaft-himi; the rec- 
tories and advowfons of the vicarages of Weft-ham, of Great 
Burghfted, of Layton, and of Great Maplefted, in this county; 
fome houfes in Clement’s Lane, and elfewhere in London; the 
manor of Lewilham, and a meftuage and lands at Woolwich, in 
Kent: in the foreft of Melkefham in Wiltfhire, four hundred 


and feventy-two acres ; common pafture in Warfted ; free warren 
in moll of the parilhes abovementioned, and in Woodford, Dun- 
ton, Eaft Horndon, &c. a market and two fairs in Bellerica; paf- 
ture for eight hundred llieep, and liberties in Windfor Foreft. 

This houfe being fituated low amongft the marfhes, was liable 
at firft to frequent inundations, fo that the monks were obliged to 
remove to a cell of their’s at Great Burghfted; where they con- 
tinued till King Richard II. we fuppofe, caufed their damages to 
be repaired, and brought them back to Stratford. 

The abbot had fummons to parliament in 1307. At the fup- 
preffion this abbey was valued at 51 il. 16s. 3d. per annum, accord- 
ing to Dugdale, and at 573I. 15s. 6d. ob. q. according to Speed. 
To whom the feveral revenues belonging to it were granted, is 
Ihewn under the refpeftive parilhes where they lay. 

As to the abbey itfelf, King Henry VIII. in 1538, gave the 
houfe and fite of this monaftery, with the church, belfrey, and 
church-yard, and feveral parcels of ground thereto belonging, and 
Richard’s chapel, now unknown, to Peter Mewtas, or Meautis, 
Efq; and Joan his wife, and their heirs male. This Peter’s grand- 
father w'as John Meautis, a native of Normandy, who came into 
England with King Henry VII. and was made by him his fecretary 
for the French tongue. Thomas Meautis, his fon and heir, had, 
by Elizabeth his wife, daughter of — Foxley, of Northampton- 
fhire, Peter Meautis, of Weft-ham, Efq; juft now mentioned : he 
was embalfador from King Henry VIII. to the court of France, 
and knighted. At the time of his death, which happened at 
Dieppe, 8th September, 1562, he held the houle and fite of this 
monaftery, ten mefiuages, ten tofts, four water-mills, ten gardens, 
three hundred acres of arable, tw r o hundred acres of meadow, one 
hundred of pafture, fifty of wood, three hundred of marfii, lorty 
called red ground, wet ground, and ozier hopps, one filhery from 
the mouth of the river Lee, and 40s. rent. Part of the wall which 
keeps out the Thames is ftill called Meautys his wall. He left two 
fons, Henry and Hercules, and one daughter, Frances, wife of 
Henry Howard, Vifcount Bindon. Hercules, the fccond fon, mar- 
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ried Philippa, daughter of Richard Cook of Gidding-hall, Efq; by 

whom he had Thomas; Frances, wife of Sluite; and Jane, 

married firft to William Cornwallis, anceftor of the prefent Earl 
Cornwallis, afterwards to Sir Nathaniel Bacon, of Culford, K. B. 
Thomas the fon, aftewards knighted, was fecretary to Francis 
Bacon, Lord Verulam, and feated at Gorhambury; he married 
Anne, eldeft daughter of Sir Nathaniel Bacon, juft now mentioned, 
remarried to Sir Harbottle Grimftone, Bart. 

Henry Meautis, Efq; of Weft-ham, the elder brother of- 
Herculcs, married Anne, daughter of John Jermy, of Suffolk, Efq; 
and had by lier Thomas, Henry, Peter, and Margaret. Thomas, 
the eldeft fon, by Elizabeth his wife, daughter of Henry Coningfby 
of North-Minis, had five Ions and three daughters. Henry Meau- 
tis, Efq; the eldeft fon, married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir William 
Glover, and had by her Henry and Anne. 

Either this laft Flenry, or his father, fold the fite of the ab- 
bey, with appcrtenances, to John Nutts, Efq; It belonged after- 
wards to Peter Knight, Efq; and now to Newman, Knt. and 

others, being divided among feveral proprietors. 

Some of the confiderable privileges belonging to the abbey were' 
obtained or purchafed by Sir Thomas Cambell, of Clay Hill, in 
Eerking. His delcendant. Sir Harry Cambell, procured a con- 
firmation of them by an infpefeimus of King William and Queen 
Mary, November 15, 1689, by which he was to enjoy the fame 
liberties, cuftoms, franchifes, profits, emoluments, &c. as any 
abbot of Stratford Langthorne at any time enjoyed; namely, to 
take in Windfor Foreft, thorns or brufh-wood, where mod con- 
venient, and as much as would be neceflary for the ufe of their 
houfe; to cut down and carry away wood or timber out of their 
woods in the foreft of Efiex; pafture for eight hundred fheep, 
reckoning by the great hundred, between the Frith, or Wood 
Grange, and Walthamftow ; to enjoy the Grange, or manor of 
Wood Grange, with all its rights and members; fixty acres of 
wood and underwood belonging to that Grange; and ten acres in 
Higham’s mead; all the tithes of grain and hay in Stratford Lang- 
thorne, 
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thorne, belonging to the re&ory of Weft-ham; together with the 
tithes of Chobhams, free warren in Weft-ham, and common of 
pafture in the waftes of all commonable places within the foreft 
for all commonable beafts, except in the fence month; and to cut 
down pollard trees. Sir Harry Cambell dying in 1699, was fuc- 
ceeded jn the manor of Wood Grange, and his other eftates, by 
his only daughter, whofc foil fold it to Mr. Pickering, father of 
Mifs Pickering, late proprietor thereof. 

This abbey was bound to maintain the bridge at Bowe, faid to 
be the firft arched ftone bridge in this county, and thence named; 
though perhaps it might derive its appellation from the word beau, 
or handfome, an epithet very likely to be given to it in thofe times. 
This view was drawn anna 1758. 


T 1 LTEY ABBEY, 


Th I S abbey is fituated in the north-weft part of the county, a 
few miles fouth of Thaxtead, and in the hundred of Dunmow. 

According to Tanner, it was founded about the year 1152, 
by Robert Earl of Derby, and Maurice Fitz Jefferey, for white 
monks, to the honour of the blefled Virgin Mary. Morant 
places this foundation in the year 1 133, on the 20th of May, and 
fays it was endowed by Maurice Fitz Geffery, who granted to it 
all his lands of Tileteia, without any exception : and that the 
faid grant was confirmed by Robert Earl of Derby, as lord para- 
mount of the fee. He adds, that their church was confecrated 
anno 1221, at which time feveral grants were made to them. 

About the time of the difiolution here were onlvfeven monks; 


the yearly revenues of the houfe were valued at 167k 2s. 6d. Dug- 
dale; 177I. 9s. 4d. Speed. 

The fite was granted, fays Morant, in 1542, by King Henry 
VIII. to Sir Thomas Audeley, Lord Audeley of Walden, and his 
heirs, under the following defcription. The fite of the monaftery, 
and the church, belfrey, and chapel ; a manlion called the founder’s 
lodging and the gueft hall ; Tiltcy Grange, and the manor of Til- 
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tey ; the re&ory, with a chapel belonging to the fame; lands and 
tenements called Rycrofts, Bingemones meadow in Tiltey, Char- 
wreth, Plefdon Greene, and Boxtede, &c. to be holden in capite 
by the twentieth part of a knight’s fee. He died 8th May 1544, 
poffeffed of this manor of Tiltye, with the advowfon of the church 
and grange there, and two hundred acres of arable, fixty of mea- 
dow, three hundred of pafture in Eafton, Broxted, Chaurothe, 
Hcnham, and Pleafdon. Margaret his eldeft daughter, and at 
length foie heir, brought this, with the reft of his vail inheritance, 
to her two hufbands, Henry Dudley, who was flain at St. Quin- 
tin’s in 1557, and Thomas Howard Duke of Norfolk; by this laft 
ihe had Thomas, afterwards created Earl of Suffolk, and three 
other children. She died 9th January 1 565. Thomas Howard, 
Efqs her eldeft fon and heir, enjoyed it after her : but by licence, 
dated 2d March 1587, he fold the premifes ill April following for 
the fum of 5000I. to Henry Maynard, Efq. and in his family it 
hath continued ever fince, being now in the Right Honourable 
Charles Lord Maynard. 

The names of the abbots, as given by Morant, are: anno 1370, 
Thomas Chifull; 14 07, John Leigbs; 1437, Simon Pabenhamj 
J520, John Oxford, John Browne. John Palmer, the laft abbot 
who figned the furrender. 

Of this abbey little remains, except the building here fliewn, 
ow the parifh church, faid to have been the chapel to the hof- 
pital for ftrangers at the abbey gate, perhaps the building ftiled 
in the grant the Gueft Hall : and at a fmall diftance north- 
eaftward, part of the cloifter walls, in which are marks of 
circular arches. 

A gentleman of Thaxtead, living in 1777, when this drawing 
was made, remembered part of the lodgings of the monaftery 
Handing, inhabited by a farmer; thele have been pulled down by 
Lord Maynard. The fame gentleman faid he had feen a furvey of 
no very ancient date, in which the tower of the abbey church was 
reprefented as extant: it is now levelled with the ground, but 
the foundations might be eafily traced out. 

North- 
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North-west of the cloyftcrs is a mill; a fmall diftance from 
which, towards the north-eaft, are the beds of fevcral fifh-ponds, 
formerly flocked for the fupply of the convent. 

In this chapel, befides the great window, which is well worthy 
obfervation, there arc feveral antient brafles and inferiptions, of 
which two are here given; the firft is in old French and in the 
Saxon charadter, cut on the edges of a coffin- fhaped ftone, orna- 
mented on its center with a crofs fieury. 

Mahud de Mortimer gift Icy Jcfupur fa feeue pite c mcfericorde 
de fa alme cit mercy. 

The other on an abbot named Thomas, who, according to tra- 
dition, is faid to have governed the abbey, anno 1402. 

Abbas famofus, bonus Sc vivendo pobatus 
In Thakley natus qui jacet hie tumulatus 
Thomas didtatus cum Chrifto fit fociatus, 

Rite gubernavit iftuq. locu pamavit. 

This Parifli, fays Morant, is rated to the land tax at 528I. The 
church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, is. of one pace with the 
chancel, tyled; a fmall belfrey belonging to it contains only one 
bell. This church was appropriated to the abbot and convent, 
who enjoyed all the tythes, great and fmall, till their fuppreffion; 
after which it became a donative or perpetual curacy in the gift of 
the noble owner of the fite of the abbey and manor. The Right 
Honourable Charles Lord Maynard hath fettled a houfe with the 
appurtenances on the church clerk of this parifli, and his fuccef- 
fors in that office for ever, in the fame manner as he hath done at 
both the Eaftons. 


WALTHAM ABBEY. 

T HE firft religious foundation here, was a church for two 
oriefts, built by Tovy, Stalherc, or Standard-bearer to King 
Canute, who laid the firft foundation of a town in this place, on 
4V0L. I. M m account 
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account of its neighbourhood to the forcft, and its convenient 
fituation for hunting. 

But the prefent abbey was founded by Harold, fon of Earl 
Godwin, in confequence of a grant from Edward the Confeflor, 
upon condition that he fhould build a monaftery in the place 
prefcribed, in memory of him and his Queen Editha ; and more- 
over fhould adorn it with the relies of many holy apoftles, mar- 
tyrs and confefTors, evangelical books, veftments, and other 
proper ornaments ; and alfo there inftitute a Jmall fociety of 
brethren, fubjetted to canonical rules, according to the authority 
of the holy father. 

Harold, in 1062, dedicated this monaftery to the honour of 
a certain holy crofs, found, as the legend fays, by a carpenter 
fomewhere in the weft, and miraculoufly brought here, where it 
continued to poft'efs its miraculous powers recorded in a manu- 
feript mentioned by Mr. Morant as in the Cotton Library, 
Julius D. vi. 2. “ De miraculis crucis in monteacuto per fabruni 
invents; tempore Canuti, et de ejus deduftione ad Waltham.” 

Harold endowed his new founded abbey amply for the 
maintenance of a dean, and eleven fecular black canons. After 
the battle of Haftings his body was here buried, being with fome 
difficulty obtained from the conqueror by the interceflion of his 
mother, and two of the monks of this abbey. His two brothers, 
who were killed in the fame battle, were alfo buried here. 

Maud, firft queen to Henry I. gave to the abbey the mill at 
Waltham ; his fecond queen Adeliza, and other perfons alfo 
increafed the wealth of the abbey by confiderable donations. 

Henry II. to appeafe the pope’s anger on account of the 
death of Becket, had promifed to eredl an abbey for canons 1 
regular, to the honour of God and St. Thomas, and for the 
expiation of his fin. In confequence of which, in 1177, he 
changed this foundation from a focicty of feculars, to a monaftery 
ot regulars for an abbot and fixteen monks of the order of St. 
Auguftin, which feems to have fatisfied the pope, who was 
introduce regulars inftead of feculars into all 

convents, 


ESSEX. 


*39 


convents, becaufe, as Henry’s charter fays, the fecular canons 
had given much offence by their irregular and carnal lives : the 
truth perhaps was that the feculars were lefs attentive to the 
injundtions of the fee of Rome, and were frequently married j it 
feemed however good to the king, Pope Alexander approving 
viros fandlte converfationis fubftituere, et opiniona laudabiles. 

By the charter of Henry II. great privileges and extenfive ter- 
ritories were given to the abbey, which gifts were fully confirmed 
by a charter by his fon Richard I. who alfo granted them other 
lands, the particulars of which, and the hiftory of the property 
of the abbey may be feen in Fuller, Farmer and Morant. 

Henry the III. is faid to have paffed much time at this abbey, 
he granted it a weekly market and a fair. In his reign a difpute 
happened between the inhabitants of the town and the abbey, 
concerning a right of pafture in the town marfli, which ended in 
the fubmiflion of the townfmen : this difpute was followed by 
another between the abbot and the lord of the manor of Chefhunt, 
concerning the boundaries of their lands, which was determined 
in favour of the abbot ; but the difpute was revived, and con- 
tinued till the diffolution. 

Very great privileges were granted by Edward III. two 
fairs at Waltham, and a market and fair at Eppmg-heath and 
at Takely. 

The revenue of the abbey at its fuppreflion was, according to 
Dugdale, annually 1079I. 12s id. according to Speed 900I. 4s. 3d. 

The fite of the monaftery was granted by Edward VI. to Sir 
Anthony Denny; and by purchafe and grant from Henry VIII. 
he had acquired moft of its extenfive poffeffions : his heirs, in the 
reign of Charles II. fold the abbey houfe and lands to Sir Samuel 
Jones of Northamptonfhire, who gave this eftate to Samuel, fifth 
fon of Sir William Wake of Clevcden, in Somerfetfhire, in whofe 
family it ftill continues. 

The abbot of Waltham was one of the mitred abbots, and the 
abbey, from the time of its foundation, was free from all juril- 
didtion, but that of the bilhop of Rome and the king. 
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Thf. church Teems always to have been ufed as a parifh church, 
and though originally dedicated to the holy crofs, is faid at Tome 
later period, to have been dedicated to St. Laurence. 

The prefent parifh church, which is only the weftern part of 
the ancient church, is a very venerable Tpecimen of that ftile of 
building ufually called Saxon, the meafures of it, as given by 
Farmer, are from weft to eaft, in the infide of the body of the 
church feventy-fix feet and a half, and from the body of the 
church to the eaft wall, where the communion table Hands, thirty- 
four feet and a half, in all one hundred and eleven feet; and 
from north to fouth fifty-five feet and a half. In the reign of 
Charles I. a figure of Harold, in one of the north windows of the 
church, was deftroyed by the Puritans. The prefent tower, at 
the weft end of the church, was erected in the reign of Philip 
and Mary, partly by the contributions of the inhabitants, and 
partly by the Tale of the plate and veftments of the monaftery, 
and of the bells. Its height is eighty-nine feet from the founda- 
tion to the battlements, the workmanfhip of each foot (befides 
materials) in the lower part of the building, coft thirty-three 
{hillings and four pence, and near the top forty {hillings each 
foot. In 166S, a brief was granted to colled! for the repair of 
the church, which producing but a finall lhm, the reft of the 
repair was made at the cxpence of the parifh, and by the volun- 
tary contributions of Tome of the parifhioners. 

Adjoining to the fouth fide of the church is a chapel de- 
dicated to our ladv, which has been ufed fince the reformation 
for a fchool ; under it is a charncl-houfe, containing a large 
quantity of human bones laid up in great order. Some of them 
have lain there long, but there is no reafon to believe the tradi- 
tion of the place, that they are the bones of thofe who fell in 
Harold s came, at the battle of Haftings. 

A gate into the abbey yard, a bridge which leads to it, Tome 
ruinous walls, and an arched vault, aVe, with the church, now 
the only remains of this rich foundation : the ftile of building of 
the church proves its antiquity, though there do not appear any 
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circumftances to determine pofitively whether it was built by 
Harold at the firft foundation, or by Henry II. at the time of his 
refounding the abbey, as the Saxon or Roman ftile prevailed to 
his time. The gate is evidently not older than Edward III. as 
there is yet to be difcerned, on a ftiield on the weft fide of it, the 
arms of England quartered with the fleur de lis. 

The abbey houfe, which had been repaired and rebuilt by its 
different poffeffors, was entirely pulled down in 1770. A tulip- 
tree, for which the gardens were known, and reforted to, is ftill 
ftanding in full vigour. The drawing, which was made in 1771, 
fhews the gate, fome ruined walls of the abbey, the north fide of 
the church, and the mill. 
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ST. BRIAVEL’S CASTLE. 

This Parifh (fays Sir Robert Atky ns, in his Hiftory of Glou- 
cefterfhire) lies in the hundred of St. Briavel’s, to which it gives 
name, five miles diftant north from Cheapftow, in Monmouth- 
fhire, three miles fouth from Colford, and eighteen miles weft 
from Glocefter.” Here it may be neceflary to acquaint the 
reader, that Sir Richard eftimates thefe diftances by computed 
miles, every one of which meafures at leaft a ftatute mile and 
a half. 

“ The place (continues he) was anciently called Brulais, and 
was reputed to be a part of the parifh of Newland. A Market 
was granted to this place, 9 John. 

This cattle is extra-parochial, and has been formerly of great 
account ; and the ruins fhew it to be ftrong, and of a large 
extent. It was built by Miles Earl of Hereford, in the reign of 
King Henry I. It is remarkable for the death of Mahel, third 
fon of the earl, and younger brother to Roger and Walter, fuc- 
cellively Earls of Hereford. This Mahel was cruel and covetous; 
and being entertained here by Walter dc Clifford, and a fire hap- 
pening in the caftle, a lfone fell from an high tower on his head, 
and killed him in the place. A daughter of this Mahel was 1 
married to Herbert, who, in right of his wife, was Lord of Dean, 
and progenitor to the prefen t Herberts, Earls of Pembroke and 
Montgomery. 

I 11 r, cuftody of St. Briavel’s Caftle, with the foreft of Dean, 
was granted to John de Monemouth, 18 John. 

1 111: tenants of this manor were admitted to their eftates by 
the conftablc of the caftle, until it was ordered, 2 Henry III. that 
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the tenants for the future fhould not be admitted until they had 
compounded for their fines with the king. 

; .In- -the- 45th Henry III. John'Giftard was made Governor 
of St. Briavel’s Caftle, and Warden of the Foreft of Dean; 
4 7 Henry III. Walter Wither held St. Briavel’s ; 54 Henry III. 
Thomas brother to Gilbert the Red, Earl of Gloceftcr, was made 
Governor of St. Briavel’s Caftle, by Simon Montfort, Earl of 
Leiceftcr, after the battle gained over King Henry III. at Lewes. 

John de Bottourt defcended from Ansfrid de Bottourt, wlio 
lived 2 Henry II. was made Governor of St. Briavel’s Caftle, and 
Warden of Dean Foreft, 19 Edward I. Lie was foon difplaced, 
but put in again, 1 Edward II. Thomas de Everty held the Caftle 
of St. Briavel’s, 21 Edward I. Ralph de Abbenhall held St. Bri- 
avel’s Caftle, 29 Edward I. 

Almarick de St. Amand was governor of St. Briavel’s 
Caftle, warden of Dean Foreft, governor of Hereford Caftle, and 
high fheriff of the county, in the reign of King Edward I. 

William de Staure held the caftle of St. Briavel’s, and one 
mefluage and twelve acres of land, 2 Edward II. There was a 
grant of fairs and markets in this town the fame year. Hugh lc 
Difpenfer the elder was made governor of St. Briavel’s, and of 
the Foreft of Dean, 15 Edward II. William de Staure held St. 
Briavel’s, 17 Edward II. 

John de Nivers was made governor of this caftle, anc. gar- 
den of the Foreft of Dean, to hold at pleafure, and in as full a 
manner as John William or Robert Sapy held the fame, 18 Ed- 
ward II. Robert de Aure held St. Briavel’s, 19 Edward II. In the 
Rolls of parliament of 8 Edward III. is the petition of Ro- 
bert de Sapy, fetting forth that the keeping of the Caftle of St. 
Briavel’s and the foreft of Dene was committed to him, he ren- 
dering at the Exchequer the ufual payments, but diverfe revenues 
and advantages being witheld, and the king’s father having in 
the 20th year of his reign, granted to the abbey of Tyntern, the 
moiety of a fifli pool, near and belonging to the caftle without 

referving any rent, which moiety ufed anually to produce 50s. he 

• therefore 
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therefore humbly prays his majefty to dired! his treafurer and 
barons to make an abatement in his rent equal to thefe deficien- 
cies, he the laid Robert having no manner of fee for himfelf or his 
people for guarding the faid fore:!. Roger Clifford was governor 
of this eaftle, and had fifty-five marks yearly allowed him out of 
the Exchequer, and all fueeeeding governors were to have feeding, 
houfe-boot, and hay-boot out of the forefl of Dean, 14th Ed- 
ward III. 

The eaftle of St. Briavel’s was granted to Thomas Duke of 
Cornwall, 14th Rich. II. King Henry IV. fettled it and the town 
on John Duke of Bedford, his third fon, if! Henry IV. who died 
feifed thereof, 14th Henry VI. Henry de Aure was feifed of St. 
Briavel’s, 3d Henry IV. William Warren was feifed of lands in 
St. Briavel’s, and of a Bailiwick in the foreft of Dean, 7th 
Henry V. 

Richard Nevil Earl of Warwick, and Anne his wife, were 
feifed of St. Briavel’s manor and eaftle, and levied a fine of them 
to the ufe of themfelves, in tail, the remainder to the right heirs 
of Richard Beauchamp, late Earl of Warwick, 6th Edward IV. 
The fame countefs did afterwards levy a fine of the manor and 
eaftle to the ufe of King Henry VII. and in the third year of his 
reign. 

The manor of St. Briavel’s was in the crown in the year 1608.. 
The conftablewick of the eaftle of St. Briavel’s was granted to 
Henry Lord Herbert, of Ragland, for life, with a fee of 40I. a 

year, 1660. 

The Duke of Beaufort is the prefent lord of the manor, and 
hat»i a court of attachment. The eaftle ferves now only as a pri- 
fon tor offenders in the foreft, and of debtors within the hundred.” 
1 bus far Sir Robert Atkyns. 

1 rom the defeription of this eaftle given by Camden, it appears 
it was even in his time “ more than half demolilhed j” and, pro- 
bably, net having been repaired finec, or at leaf! only partially, it 
has gradual K lapled to its prefent ftate. The front feen in this 
v.ew ftil ferves tor a priloiij but will in a few years be habitable 
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only by owls and jackdaws. About a year ago a lofty tower on 
the fouth-fide fell down into the ditch by which the caftle is fur- 
rounded. The earl of Berkeley is the prefent conftable. The an- 
tient falary was 9I. 8s. id. per ann. This view, which reprefents 
the north-weft afpecl, was drawn anno 1775. 

LANTHONY PRIORY, ( Plate I. ) 

Th IS Priory ftands about half a mile fouth-weft of Gloucefter; 
the ftory of its foundation is in fubftance thus related : 

In a deep and folitary valley, near the river Hodney in Mon- 
mouthfhire, encompafled with rocks, which almoft exclude the 
light of the mid-day fun, St. David built a fmall chapel and cell, 
and there led the life of a hermit for many years ; the place ftill 
bears his name ; Landeuvi Nanthotheni, the Welch name of that 
fpot, fignifying the church of St. David on the river Hotheni. 

After his death this cell remained for fome time unoccupied, 
till an Englifh Prince, (for fo the Legend calls him) Hugh de 
Lacy, and his attendants, having loft their way, or rather, as the 
ftory fays, led by Providence, came into this valley. One of his 
knights, named William, being much fatigued, laid himfelf down 
to reft a while, and furveying the folemn cbjedls around him, and 
the deferted chapel, conceived the defign of becoming a hermit, 
incited thereto by a divine impulfe. This refolution he began 
immediately to put in execution ; and taking leave of his com- 
rades, he laid afide his gay clothes, and put on a hair ftiirt, and 
over it his armour, which he conftantly wore till it was con- 
fumed by ruft and age, in order the more to mortify his body. 
Here he long remained in prayer and contemplation, fuftering 
great hardfbips, pra&ifing many aufterities, and refilling the 
attacks of Satan, who afl'ailed him in divers ways ; among others, 
by frequent lafeivious vifions in the night : during this refidence, 
he almoft miraculoufly acquired fufficient learning for holy orders, 
and was accordingly ordained a prieft. 
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The fame of his extraordinary fanStity being noifed far abroad, 
and reaching the ears of one Ernefi, who had formerly been a 
hermit, but was then chaplain to Maude, Queen of Henry I. a 
man of great power and learning, this Ernefi refolved to pay a 
vifit to William j and on an interview, was fo (truck with his 
piety, and the awful folitude of the place, that he became his 
aifociate : this happened anno 1103. 

Here thefe two holy men built a fmall homely church, which 
was confecrated by Urban, bifhop of the diocefe, and alfo in the 
year 1 108, by Rameline, Bifhop of Hereford ; it was dedicated to 
St. John the Baptift, whole relidence in the wildernefs made him 
a proper patron for hermits. They were afiilted and patronized 
by Hugh de Lacy, who would have bellowed on them many 
valuable donations, but they refolutely refufed any more than 
what was barely fufficient for their immediate fubfiltence. 

At length it came into the mind of Ernefi, that it would be 
conducive to the good of religion, if they were multiplied into a 
convent. William at firlt did not readily come into this pro- 
pofal ; but being influenced by the counfel of many refpeStable 
perfous, and the approbation of Anfelm Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, he at length concurred : they next confulted what order 
they fhould make choice of, and, after mature confideration, 
pitched on that of Regular Canons of St. Augultine. 

These preliminaries being fettled, they invited religious men 
from the convents of Merton and St. Trinity, in and near Lon- 
don, and alfo from that at Colchelter; and being increafed to 
the number of forty and more, they applied to the bifhop to 
confirm the choice they had made of Ernefi for their prior, 
which he accordingly did ; and that prior by the mecknefs of his 
carriage, and the exaStnefs of his difeipline, not only gained the 
love of his canons, but fo raifed the reputation of his monaltery, 
that King Henry I. and his Queen, Hugh de Lacy and other 
great barons, became protestors and benefaStors to their houfe ; 
elteeming themfelves peculiarly happy to be entitled to the prayers 
of this holy fociety. Hence they foon obtained large pofleflions, 

and 
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and might have had many more, but that they pofitively refufed 
to receive many rich benefaflions that were offered to them ; 
Lying, they rather cliofc to live poor in the houfe of God. 

A singular inftancc is related of this fclf-denying fpint : 
the queen, defirous of bellowing a gift on the convent, rcqucll d 
of William, that he would let her put her hand into his hofom , 
he with great modefty fubmitted to her requeft, when flic, by 
that means, dropped a purfe of gold between his coarfe hair-lhirt 
and iron boddice : this, however, he would not accept of, but 
only permitted her to bellow fome ornaments on the church. 
About this time Walter, conftable and chief captain of the king's 
guards, became a canon in this houfe. Ernefi, the firft prior, 
dying, Robert de Retun or Heron was elcclcd in his place, and 
afterwards, anno 1131, confecrated bifhop of Hereford. Robert 
dc Braci fucceded to the office of prior. 

Soon after the death of Henry I. this priory began to taffc of 
the cup of adverfity. They were frequently plundered by the 
Welch, who took even their provifion ; and the troubles in Eng- 
land prevented their being properly protected from thence. 
Among other misfortunes, a number of women, belonging to 
the family of a Welchman, who had fled to that monallcry for 
fafety from his enemies, took pofleffion of their refeflory, and by 
their light and wanton behaviour caufcd great offence and fcandal 
to them. Under thel'e difficulties, they applied to the bilhop of 
Hereford (their former prior) for his advice; and he greatly 
compaffionating their cafe, invited them to take refuge in Ins 
houfe at Hereford ; which houfe and offices, together with a 
proper revenue for their maintainance, he afligned to them ; 
fome, however, of the brethren ffill continued at Lanthony, 
refilling to leave the place of their convcrflon and proteffion. 

Here they continued two years-, but feeing no appearance of 
better times, new broils ariling every day in the nation, the 
bifhop applied to Milo, the conllable, carl of Hereford, and 
acquainting him of the filiation thefe canons were in, and tc- 
minding him of the affcflion his father bore them, and of his 

being 
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being buried in their monaftery; that nobleman bellowed on 
them a certain place near Gloucefter, then called Hyde, where 
they, with the money they had laved from Lanthony, and with 
farther fupplies from the bilhop, ere'cled the church and mo- 
naftery; the remains of which are here fhewn. It was confe- 
cratcd in the year 1136, by Simon, biiliop of Worcefter, and 
Robert, bilhop of Hereford, and dedicated to the honour of the 
Blefled Virgin, Mother of God. Hither were then removed the 
convent from Hereford. 

This view lliews the grand entrance of the monaftery, which, 
when entire, probably confilled of a large gate and two pofterns. 
Only one of the latter now remains ; over it are three coats of 
arms ; firft, under a crown, the arms of England : fecond, on the 
left a bend, cottifed between fix lions ; and on the right a faltire 
between three birds. The royal arms, placed in the center, are 
confiderably larger than the other two. This view was drawn 
anno 1775. 

LANTHONY PRIORY. ( Plate II. ) 

In the former account we left the canons in polieffion of this 
lioufe, which, at firft, they intended to confider only as a tem- 
porary refidence, refolving to return to their former abode, as foon 
as peace was reftored, and they could with lafety do it. They, 
however, had engaged to Milo, always to leave thirteen difereet 
and reputable canons to perform divine fervice at this their new 
monaftery, which after their firft was alfo named Lanthony; but 
when the ftorm was over, and tranquillity reftored, it being pro- 
pofed by their prior that they Ihould leturn to Wales, moll of them 
ihewed their dillike to it, having experienced the convenience and 
fafety of their prefent habitation. Some of them openly refufed, 
faying, that the monaftery of St. John the Baptift was not a fit 
place for reafonable creatures; and declaring, they fhould be glad 
every Hone in the building was a ftout hare; and others wilhing 
the church, and all its offices, at the bottom of the fea; and joke- 

ingly 
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ingly a (king, whether they fhould fing to the wolves, and whether 
thofe animals liked loud mufic, with many other equally improper 
fpeeches. And although Robert, bifhop of Hereford, had procured 
the Popes Eugenius and Lucius to declare St. John’s the parent or 
fuperior monaftery, and St. Mary’s at Gloucefter only a cell de- 
pendent thereon; yet, neverthelefs, the canons of the latter took 
the lead in all things; ftripping the former of all its ornaments, 
and even its bells; and fending to them only the weak and fuper- 
annuated perfons, or fuch as were difagreeable to them ; at the 
fame time fuffering them to want even food and raiment, then- 
daily fare being very frequently only bread and water; whilft at 
Gloucefter there was a great plenty of not only the necefiaries, but 
conveniencies of life. 

Robert Bracy dying, was buried in the conventual church. 
He was fucceeded by William Wycomb, who, attempting to re- 
ftore the ancient difeipline, was fo perfecuted by the rebellious 
canons, fupported by Roger Earl of Hereford, that he refigned his 
office, and Clement, then fub-prior, was elected in his place. He 
being no lefs pious than his predeceflor, and having more courage 
and perfeverance, referved moft of the abufes, and obliged the 
whole monaftery, except thirteen left at Gloucefter, to refide with 
him fome time every year, at the mother church at Lanthonv, in 
Wales; but, at length, not being able to keep them any longer to 
this cuftom, ufed frequently to fay, We fhall all go to hell on ac- 
count of St. John the Baptift. 

The deeds of benefaction to this houfe were confirmed by King 
John, who alfo confirmed the fuperiority of the monaftery of St. 
John the Baptift over this of St. Mary’s; but in the twenty-firft 
year of the reign of King Edward IV. they were united, and the 
former regulation refpefting fuperiority changed, the priory of St. 
Mary’s being declared the principal, and that of St. John the Bap- 
tift the dependant cell, wherein the canons of Gloucefter were 
obliged to maintain a refidentiary prior and four canons to fay 
maftes, which prior was removeablc at pleafure. The reafon af- 
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figned for this regulation was the milbehaviour of the prior of the 

tirll; Lanthony. 

At the diffolution, this honfe was endowed with 748I. 19s. 1 id. 
ob. per annum. 

The fite of the monaftery and lands adjoining were granted in 
the thirty-eighth of Henry VIII. by that king to Sir Arthur Por- 
ter, whole only daughter marrying to Sir John Scudamore, this 
eftate came into that family, and James Lord Vifcount Scudamore 
of 11 am Lacv, in Hcrefordfhire, was late proprietor thereof. 

Th k following catalogue of its priors is given by Browne Willis, 
from Wharton’s Anglia Sacra, vol. II. p. 321 and 322, and other 
collections. 

E k x e s 1 b u s was made the firft prior of Lanthony in Monmouth - 
fhire, an. 1180. Thefecondwas 

Rob.de BETUN,an. 1131J on whole promotion to the bifhop- 
rick of Hereford, an. 1131, 

Rob. de Braci fucceeded; who removing this convent, an. 
1 134, built a church at a place near Glouceller, and called it Lan- 
thony. His fucceffors were 

Will, de Wycombe; he occurs, an. 1137, in the time of 
King Stephen ; as does 

Clement, in the time of Henry II. after him 

Roger de Norwich prefided here, in the year 1178; whole 

fucceifor, 

Geffry de Hexelawe, being an. 1203, preferred to the fee 
of St. David’s, 

Matthew was elected to this dignity; who being made abbot 
of Bardency, co. Lincoln, an. 1214, was, I judge, fucceeded by 
John; he occurs prior, an. 1218; and was, on his deceafe, 
which happened 1240, fucceeded by 

Godfrey ; on whole refignation, an. 1251, 

Lverard was elected prior; after whom I meet with 
Martin; and then 
Roger de Godestre; and after him 
Walter, in the year 1285; and 

John 
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John de Ciiaundos, an. 1289; to whom, as I judge, fuc- 
ceeded 

Stephen; and to him 

Philip, called by fome Peter; and then 

David, whofe fuccefTor is faid to be 

Thomas de Gloucester; he rdigned this office, an. 1301, 
and had for his fuccefTor one 

John; he occurs, an. 1310, 4 Edw. II. Who his fucceflors 
were I find not ; but after him I find mention made of 
Simon Brocworthe, 

Edward St. John, and 

Will. Charitons, being priors here; but when they lived, 
my authors are filent ; and all I know is, that one William, whom 
I take to be William Cheriton, was prior here, an. 1358. After 
him I find another 

William, furnamed De Penebury, enjoyed this office. The 
next occurs is 

Tho. Elinham; he prefided an. 1415; but how long after I 
know not, nor the inftitution of 

Henry Dean ; who prefided here temp. Edward IV. and was 
firft made bifhop of Bangor, and afterwards, an. 1 502, archbifhop 
of Canterbury. The next I find is 

Edmund Forest; he governed, as A. Wood fays, an. 1513 ; 
and had for his fuccefTor, as I prefume, 

Richard Hempsted, whom A. Wood alfo calls Hart, an. 
1534. He, with William Nottingham and twenty-one others, fub- 
feribed to the king’s fupremacy, Sep. 2, and afterwards figned the 
furrender, May 10, 1539, with the like number of monks, viz. 
twenty-one. He obtained a penfion ot icol. per annum. 

An. 1553, here remained 20I. 6s. 8d. in annuities, and the fol- 
lowing penfions, viz. to William Ilenlowc, John Ambros, David 
Matthew, alias Kempe, 81 . each; John Kellom, Will. Worcefter, 
George Dean, Richard Wcftbury, Will. Abinton, Will. Barring- 
ton, 61 . each; John Hempefted, Maurice Berkley, Will. Byford, 
Will. Prefbury, 4I. each. 
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The remains of this prioi'y are very extenfive ; they are now 
converted into a farm-houfe, with its offices-, many of them are 
partly built with done, and partly with timber, lath, and plainer. 
Here are alfo divers brick buildings. 

The building here delineated is vulgarly called the church ; but 
certainly was nothing more than a barn or ftore-houfe, it being 
lighted and aired bv chinks, in dead of windows; befides, its fize 

ir> j 

and plainnefs ill full the church of fo pch an abbey, where, doubt- 
lefs, all the decorations of the ftile of aichitc&ure then in faffiion 
would have been employed. The infule of this, as well as the gate, 
is of brick. This view was drawn anno 1775. 


THOR N D U R Y C A S T L E. 




1 HIS cadle Hands in the hundred and manor of T’nornbury, 
from which it takes its name. Lcland treating of it in his Iti- 
nerary, fays, <£ Edward, late duke of Bukkyngham, likynge the 
foyle aboute, and the fite of the howfc, pullyd downs a great part 1 
of the old howfc, and lette up magnificently in good fquared 
done the fouthe fyde of it, anu accomplifhyd the wed parte alfo 
withe a right comely gate-how fe to the fird foyle; and fo it 
dondithc yet, with a rofe forced for a tyme. This infeription 
on the fronte of the gate-houfe : This gate was begon in the 
ycrc of owr Lorde 1511, the 2 yere of the reigne of Kynge Henry 
the viii. by me Edward, duke of Bukkyngham, erle of Hereford, 
Staforde and Northampton.” He likewife made a fine park near 
the cadle ; for which purpofe, he enclofed a confiderable tract of 


rich corn land. (Atkins fays, he had a licence from Henry VII. 
to impark a thoufand acres.) This, according to Lei and, drew 
on him the curfes of the neighbourhood. He alfo propofed to 
have brought up to the cadle a finall branch of the Severn, which 
flowed into the park. lie did not however live cither to perform 
this, or to finilh his building, being beheaded anno 1522; and 
his cflates then efeheating to the crown, it was never completed. 
Ilidorians feem, in fome rneafure, to attribute his fall to the 

effefts 
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effects of a ridiculous quarrel he had with Cardinal Wolfey on 
the following occafion : the duke one day after dinner, according 
to the accuftomed ceremonial, being on his knees, holding a bafon 
of water to the king, who had juft finifhed wafhing, and turned 
away, the cardinal, before the duke could alter his pofture, fport- 
ingly dipped in his hand : which fo offended the haughty Buck- 
ingham, that rifing in a rage, he threw the water into Wolfey’s 
fhoes. He, in his turn, being greatly incenfed, threatened him 
that lie would fit on his Ikirts. On the morrow the duke came 
to court without ikirts to his doublet ; the king demanding the 
reafon thereof, Buckingham related the cardinal’s menace, and 
faid he had taken this method to prevent his putting it in ex- 
ecution. 

The following is a defeription of its ftate, as found by a jury 
at a court of furvey for the caftle and manor, upon the 6th, 7th, 
8th and 9th days of March, in the fifth year of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, in the year 1528 : it is in the laft edition of Leland’s 
Col left anea, from a manufeript in the poffeflion of Thomas 
Aftle, Efq. 

“ T h f. houfe or caftle of Thornbury, containing thefc rooms fol- 
lowing : viz. the houfe or caftle of Thornbury aforelaid is {land- 
ing, and being within two miles of the river Seaverne, which 
runneth on the north fide thereof, and is bounded and adjoined 
unto the church-yard of the parilh-church of Thornbury afore- 
faid, on the fouth part; the park, there called New Park, on the 
north and eaft part ; and one fmall parcel of ground, called the 
Betties, on the weft part. At the firft entry towards the faid 
caftle is a fair bafe court; containing by eftimation, two acres 
and an half, compofed about with buildings of ftone for fervants 
lodging, to the height of fourteen or fifteen feet, left unfinifiied, 
without timber or covering, fet forth with windows of free ftone, 
fome having bars of iron in them, and fomc none. At t.ic cntiy 
into the caftle (being on the weft fide of the fame) aie two gates, 
a large and a leffer, with a wyck-gate ; on the left hand theieof 
is a porter’s lodge, containing three rooms, with a dungeon un- 
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derneath the fame for a place of inprifonment ; next adjoining 
unto the fame is a fair room, called the duke’s wardropp, with a 
chimney therein ; within the fame is a fair room, or lodging 
chamber, with a cellar or vault underneath the fame ; over all 
which arc four lodging chambers with chimneys ; on the right 
hand of the faid gates are two fair rooms, called the dutchefs’s 
wardropp, and over them are two fair chambers, called the Rew- 
ard’s chambers; within all which is a court quadrant, paved with 
Rone, containing by eRimation half an acre, encompafled with 
the caRle building, and leading from the gates aforefaid to the 
great hall, at the entry whereof is a porch, and on the right hand 

of a fmall room called the . On the left or north fide 

of the fame court, is one fair wet larder, a dry larder, a privy, 
bake-houfe, and a boyling houfe, with an entry leading from all 
the fame rooms of office to the great kitchen, over all which are 
five chambers for ordinary lodging, and over the fame again, is 
one long room called the cock-loft ; the great kitchen having 
two fair large flues or chimneys and one lefler chimney, and 
within the fame kitchen is a privy kitchen, over which is a lodg- 
ing chamber for cooks. On the back fide of which lafl recited 
building are certain decayed buildings, fometimes ufed for a back 
houfe and armory, with certain decayed lodgings over the fame : 
from the great kitchen (leading to the great hall) an entry ; on 
the one fide whereof is a decayed room called the fcullery, with 
a large flue or chimney therein, and a pantry to the fame adjoin- 
ing : on the other fide of the entry are two old decayed rooms, 
heretofore ufed for fellors ; on the back fide whereof is a little 
court adjoining to the laid kitchen, and in the fame, is a fair well 
or pump for water, partly decayed ; between which decayed cel- 
lers and the lower end of the faid hall is a buttery; overall which 
lafl recited rooms are four chambers, called the earl of Staffiords’s 
lodging, partly decayed, with one room, called the clerk’s trea- 
fury, thereunto adjoining : from the lower end of the great hall 
is an entry leading to the chapel, at the corner of the end of 
which entry is a fellor; the utter part of the chapel is a fair 


room 
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room for people to ftand in fervice time, and over the fame arc 
two rooms or petitions, with each of them a chimney, where the 
duke and dutchefs ufed to fit and hear fervice in the chapell ; the 
body of the chapell itfelf fair built, having twenty-two fettles of 
wainfeote about the fame, for priefts, clerks and qualifiers ; the 
great hall fair and large, with a hearth to make fire on in the 
midft thereof. Adjoyning to the upper end of the fame hall, is 
one other room, called the old hall, with a chimney in the fame : 
next adjoining to the fame, is a fair cloyftcr or walk, paved with 
brick paving, leading from the dutchefs’s lodging to the privy 
garden ; which garden is four fquare, containing about the third 
part of one acre, three fquare whereof are compalTed about with a 
fair cloyfier or walk, paved with brick paving, and the fourth 
fquare bounded with the principal parts of the caftle, called the 
new building ; over all which laft recited cloyfier is a fair large 
gallery ; and out of the fame gallery goeth one other gallery, 
leading to the parifn church of Thornbury aforefaid ; at the end 
whereof is a fair room, with a chimney and a window into the 
faid church, where the duke fometimes ufed to hear fervice in 
the fame church. Near adjoining unto the faid large gallery are 
certain rooms and lodging, called the carl of Bedford’s lodgings, 
containing thirteen looms, whereof fix are below, three of them 
having chimnies in them, and feven, whereof four have chimnies 
likewife. All which houfes, buildings and rooms aforementioned 
are for the raoft part built with rree-ftone, and covered with fiatt 
or tile. The lower part of the principal building of the cafilc is 
called the new building ; at the weft end thereof is a fair tower ; 
in which lower building is contained one great chamber, with a 
chimney in the fame, the foaling and timber work thereof decayed, 
being proped up with certain pieces of other timber ; within the 
fame is one other fair chamber, with a chimney therein ; and 
within the fame again is one other fair lodging chamber, w ith a 
chimney therein, called the dntchefs’s lodging, with one little 
room or clofet between the two laft recited chambers ; within all 
which is one room, being the foundation or lowermoft part of the 

faid 


156 GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

laid tower, called the dutchefs's cloflet, with a chimney therein 5 
from the which faid dutchefs’s lodging leadeth a fair gallery, 
paved with brick, and a flayer at the end thereof, afeending to the 
duke’s lodging being over the fame, ufed for a privy way from 
the upper end of the great hall, a fleyer afeending up towards 
the great chamber, at the top whereof are two lodging rooms. 
Leading from the (levers head to the great chamber is a fair room, 
paved with brick, and a chimney in the fame ; at the end whereof 
doth meet a fair gallery, leading from the great chamber to the 
earl of Bedford’s lodging on the one fide, and to the chappell on 
the other fide; the great chamber very fair, with a chimney 
therein: within the fame, is one other fair chamber, called the 
dining chamber within ; a chimney therein likewife ; and within 
that again is one other fair chamber, with a chimney therein alfo, 1 
called the privy-chambcr ; and within the fame again is one other 
chamber, or clofet, called the duke’s jewell chamber. Next unto 
the privy-chamber, on the inner part thereof, is a fair round 
chamber, being the fecond ftory of the tower, called the dukes 
bed-chamber, with a chimny in the fame. From the privy-cham- 
ber, a fleyer leadeth up into an other fair round chamber, over 
the duke’s bed-chamber (like unto the fame) being the third ftory 
of the tower, and fo upwards, to anfwer a like chamber over the 
fame, called the fame again, where the evedents do lye. All which 
lall recited buildings, called the new buildings, are builded fair 

with free Hone, covered with lead, and . On the eafl fide 

of the laid caille, is one other garden, containing by eflimation 
three quarters of one acre, adjoining upon the earl of Bedford’s 
lodging ; at the well corner whereof is a little void court, or 
wafte ground. On the north fide of the caflle, adjoining upon 
the chappell, is a little orchard, containing by eflimation half an 
acre well fet with trees of divers kinds of fruits : all which caflle, 
building, courts, orchards, and gardens aforefaid, are walled 
round about with a wall of Hone, part ruined and decayed in 
diverfc places thereof, containing in circuit and quantity, by efli- 
mation, twelve acres of ground, or thereabouts. On the eafl 

fide 
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fide of the faid cattle, adjoining to the utter fide of the wall there- 
of, is one fair orchard quadrant, containing by eftimation four 
acres paled about well, and thick fet with fruit trees of divers 
kinds of fruit.” This drawing was made anno 1763. 
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BEAULIEU ABBEY ( Plate I. ) 

In the year 1204, King John founded an abbey in the New 
Foreft, called Bello Loco, Fine Place, or Beaulieu, and placed 
therein thirty monks, brought from other Ciftertian houfes. The 
hiftory of the foundation of this houfe is given in the Monafticon, 
nearly in the following words : 

In the fixth year of the reign of King John, that king built a 
certain monaftery of the Ciftertian order in England, and named 
it Beaulieu ; it is faid this houfe owed its origin to the following 
occafion : King John having taken an unjuft prejudice againft 
the abbots, and other perfons of the Ciftertian order, and by his 
minifters not a little aggrieved them ; thefe abbots, defirous of 
removing this dillike, and if poftible of obtaining the royal favor, 
repaired to Lincoln ; where the king then held a parliament, 
when coming into his prefence he was fo enraged at them, that he 
ordered his attendants to trample them under their horfes feet ; 
but no one being found who would obey fo cruel and fo unheard- 
of a command from a Chriftian prince, the abbots, defpairing of 
acquiring the king’s favour, retreated haftily to their inn. The 
night following the king fleeping in his bed dreamed he was 
brought before a judge, the faid abbots being prefent, who were! 
commanded to fcourge him on the back with whips and rods ; 
waking in the morning he afterted he had felt that fcourging. 
This dream he related to an ecclefiaftic of his court, who told him 
God had been uncommonly merciful to him in thus clemently and 
paternally deigning to admoniih him, and to reveal his myfteries 
to him ; he therefore counfeiled the king to fend immediately for j 
thefe abbots, and humblv to afk. their pardons for his cruel order. 

The 1 
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The king confenting, they were Tent for, and on receiving the 
meflage, feared they were to be expelled the kingdom, but God 
who had not left them, had difpofed otherwife, coming into the 
king’s prefence he difmifled that hatred he had entertained againft 
them. 

The king afterwards granted them his charter for the founda- 
tion of this houfc, which he endowed royally with diverfe eftates, 
whofe boundaries are therein deferibed. It is to be obferved that 
he had the year before given to the fame monks his manor of Fa- 
rendon, fo that there was fome time clapfed between what they 
would call his converfion and the foundation of the monaftery ; 
and indeed it appears from Mathew Paris, that the church was 
not fin i Hied and confecrated till the year 1246. 

The king further bellowed on them an hundred marks to- 
wards building their abbey, and wrote circular letters to the 
abbots of the Ciftertian order to afiift them in completing and 
furnifiiing the fame. 

Some particular privileges of fanfluary feem to have been 
claimed by this houfe, as in a MS. of the Harleian Colleflion, in 
the Britifli Mufcum, No. 433, containing minutes of grants and 
other afls of King Kichard III. there is the following entry: 
“ Letter to the abbot of Benley, to appear before the king and 
council with all and every fuch mynyments and writings, by the 
which he claymcd to have a fanfluary at Bewley. Given the 15th 
day of December, an. prim. 

This abbey was, like moftof thehoufes of that order, dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary : at the difiolution its yearly revenue amounted 
to 326I. 13s. 2d. ob. q. Dugdale ; 428I. 6s. 8d. Speed. The lite 
was granted 30th Henry VIII. to Thomas Wriothefley, Llq; and 
is at prefent the property of his Grace the Duke of Montague. 

Browne Willis has the following particulars refpefling 
this abbey : 

Hugh was the firfl: abbot; the next that occurs was another 
Hugh ; and then I meet with Arius de Gifortio ; he fent a convert 
to build an abbey at Newnham, Devonfiiire : the next that occurs 

is 
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is Dionifius ; lie charged the firft convert, and fent a fecond to 
Newnham. He died anno 1280, as the annals of Worcefter tells 
ns, and was fucceded by William Gifortio, eledfed the 9th cal. of 
May 1281. After him I meet with only the bare names of fome 
of his lucceffors, and thele were Robert de Bockland, Peter de 
Chicheftre, William de Hamilton, and John. Tidemanus de 
Winchecombe, abbot of this place, was, anno 1343, made bifhop 
of Landaff, and afterwards of Worcefter; Thomas Seffington, 
made anno 1509, bifhop of Bangor, held this abbey in com- 
mendam. 

Thomas Stephens was lafl abbot, and with nineteen monks 
furrendered this convent the 17th of April 1538, and had a pen- 
lion of 661 . 13s. and 4d. per. aim. alligned him. 

Anno 1553 here remained in charge 5I. in fees, 15I. 18s. 8d. 
in annuities, and thefe penfions, viz. 

To Willian Bafcavile 5I. Herman Hawpton 5I. Alexander Aleyn 
5I. John Kizzie 5I. Thomas White 5I. Robert Pinkerton 4I. John 
Somerfelde 4I. and to Thomas Gaulbie 4I. 

The appellation of Beaulieu, or Fine Place, was very jurtly 
given to the fpot where this abbey ftands, and its environs, as it 
(till pofl'efies every requifite to form a beautiful fituation. 

The remains of this monaftery at prefent confift of the church, 
fitted up for a parochial one, repaired about the year 1743, as 
appears by a date on the great buttrefs at the eaft end ; the priors 
lodgings converted into a dwelling houfe or ruined building, per- 
haps the dormitory and the gatehoufe or porter’s lodge. The 
dwelling houfe or prior’s lodging is furrounded by a mote with 
a draw-bridge ; in it is an elegant vaulted hall, and on the front 
of the houfe a handfome Gothic canopy with a niche ; the figure, 
piobably the Virgin Mary, it is faid fell down a little while ago. The 
aobey walls extended a great way, enclofing an area of lixteen or 
feventeen acres well wooded and watered, and full of the foun- 
dations of ruined buildings. About three miles fouth-weft from 
e\ , and one from Sowley pond, are large ruins of the - 
giange and farm-houfe belonging to this monaftery, a chapel, and 

particularly 
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particularly a monftrous barn, meafuring upwards of two hun- 
dred and twenty-five feet in length, and feventy-five in breadth, 
built chiefly with Hone. This view was drawn anno 1776. 

GREAT HALL of BEAULIEU ABBEY. 

( Plate II. ) 

Th E building here delineated was the great hall, or refectory 
of the abbey, and is now converted into the parifh church of the 
village of Beaulieu ; notwithftanding its alteration, traces of the 
original deftination Hill remain. On the great buttrefs at the end 
of this edifice in a fquare compartment, is the date 1734, probably 
the time when it was repaired. 

The following particulars of this church are extra&ed from 
a MS. in the Harleian Collection, No. 892, which by a marginal 
note appears to have been written anno 1648. 

The ancient and fayre parifh churche of Bello Loco Regis al’s 
Bewley, in the county of Southampton, being deftroyed with the 
abbey wherein it flood, at the fouth fide of the faid old churches 
foundations, Hands the nowe parifh church, fouthe and northe, 
having been the abbot’s dyning hall ; on the weft fide of the 
fame is an ancient pulpett, which ftandes in the wall leading upp 
to it, which was the place wherein the abbot’s bible clarlce did 
exercife his function, and is fituate over againft the newe pulpett 
and reading place, but higher upp. This church is a fpacious 
room, the walls of ftone, the roofe of timber and covered with 
Hates but ruinous, it hath no fteeple, and but one frnall bell 
hunge in a fmall wooden frame, at the north end of the church, 
in a fquare part thereof, feparatc by a wall from the lower end of 
the church, fit for a fhoolehoufe or veflry. If the parifhioners 
were as riche as the towne, which confifls of the fitc, circuit and 
clofe of the fame late monaftere, and of an entire manor wherein 
is courte leete, corte baron, and is a fpecial liberty of itl’clf ; ex- 
empt from the new foreft wherein it Hands, but hath common 
therein, and is the inheritance of the right honourable Thomas 

Vol. I. S f earl 


1 62 HAMPSHIRE. 

earl of Southampton, defcended to him from his anceftors, who 
purchafed the fame (inter mult, al.) of King Henry VIII. at the. 
time of the diffolution of abbics ; yt is in length about five miles 
and breadth three or four. Ther being not a freeholder therm, 
but all tenants for years, except fome little coppyeholde eftates, 
the rcmaynes of the mannor, which as they fall are reduced into 
leafeholds for yeares, becaufe the lord likes not vvidowes eftates, 
which auncicntly appertained to the coppyholder, this manor is 
worth, if it were all in poffeffion, 2600I. per annum, befide 200L 
or 300I. worth of tymbre, now upon the lande, as is conceaved. 

The Monuments there. 

At the upper end of the quier in a fquare ftone, is this in 
braffe : Here lyeth the body of Edward Kemp, Gent, the 6th foil 
of Sir William Kemp, Knt. who left Elizabeth his wife, with 
Thomas, Edward, Francis, and Robert, their fons, he died the 
8th March, 1605. His coat, as appears in the window at Cymed 
his late houfe, is gules, 3 gerbes, and a bordure engr. or. his 
creft on a wreath of his collours is an eagle ftanding upon a gerb. 
or. his difference an annulet. 

In the roofe in the tymbre is cut thefe arms, the colours 
decayed : 

The arms of the abbbey, being a paftoral ftaff ftuck through a 
crown. 2d Two chevrons between three flowers, feemingly rofes, 
probably the arms of Winchefter College. 3. A crofs engrailed. 
4. A plain crofs. 

In a frame pt pale. Ellyot. 1 B on a feffe O. a crefcent g. the 
creft a demy griffin faliant or. impaled with. 2d Ar. three caftles 
with three towers g. the creft a leopard’s head Ar. Eliz. Caftells 
both dead, on the grave ftone it appears fhe died the wife of Ni- 
cholas Gregory, 13th May, 1634. This view was drawn an. 1776. 
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C ARIS B ROOK CASTLE in the ISLE OF WIGHT. 

( Plate i. ) 

Th IS caftle is fituated on an eminence about a mile fouth of 
the town of Newport, and overlooks the village of Cari (brook. 
Here was, it is faid, a caftle or fort, built by the Britons, and re- 
paired by the Romans, when this ifland was fubdued by Vefpa- 
fian, A.D. 45, in the reign of the Emperor Claudius. This was 
afterwards rebuilt by Wightgar the Saxon, who, according to 
Stowe, was king of the ifland about the year 519; he called it 
Whitgarifbourg ; of which, Carifbrook is fuppofed to be a cor- 
rupted contraction. This building, again falling to decay, ei- 
ther through length of time, or fome other means, was a fecond 
time re-edified in the reign of King Henry I. by Richard dc Ri- 
vers earl of Devonfhire : and Camden fays, it was once more 
magnificently rebuilt by the governor of the ifland. He makes 
ufe of the expreflion “ lately;” which is by Bifliop Gibfon altered 
to that of “ the laft age.” Some great repairs were done here by 
Queen Elizabeth. In a fhield over the outer gate, there is the 
date 159— (the remaining figure is fo overgrown with ivy, as to 
be rendered illegible;) beneath this are the initials E. R. and un- 
der them the figures 40. Perhaps fhe built this gate, and the 
outer works which have a more modern appearance than the 
other parts of this edifice. 

The walls of the ancient part of the caftle, enclofe a fpace 
whofe area is about an acre and an half; its fhape nearly that of 
a right angled parallelogram, with the angles rounded off ; the 
greateft length is from eaft to weft. The entrance is on the weft 
fide, over a bridge, in a curtain, between two baftions ; then 
through a fmall gate, over which is the infeription before cited ; 
from this, by a paffage, having on each fide an embattled wall, 
and under a very hand fome machicolated gate flanked with two 
round towers. The old door, with its wicket, opening into the 
caftle-yard, is ftill remaining ; it is formed of ftrong lattice 
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work, having at each crofling, a piece of iron kept down by a 
large nail. 

On the right is a (mail chapel 1 with a burial ground, walled i 
in ; over the door is carved G. 2d, 1738 ; and on the eaft end is 
a done tablet, flicwing that it was repaired during the govern- 
ment of Lord Limmington : at prefent there is no fcrvice in it. 

It is faid, that there is a farm in the ifland, the tythes of which, 
amounting to twelve pounds per annum, belong to this chapel ; 
the caftle itfelf conftituting the parifh of St. Nicholas. 

Farther on, on the left hand, or north fide, are feveral ruins 
of low buildings, laid to be thofe where Charles I. was confined ; 
and in one of than is (hewn the window through which he at- 
tempted his cfcape. Beyond thefc, are the barracks and governor’s 
houfe, called the keep-houfe ; in which are many very handfome 
rooms, with coved cielings. Ever fince the laft war, this has been 
converted to an hofpital for lick foldiers ; the names of the wards 
being wrote in large letters over the different rooms. Indeed, 
both the goodnefs of the air, and the falubrity of its fituation, 
make it extremely well adapted for that purpofe. 

Ox the north-eaft angle, on a mount railed confiderably above 
the other buildings, ftands the keep : it is an irregular polygon ; 
the way to it is by an afeent of feventy-two Heps ; and in it are 
nine more. From this place there is a molf extenfive profpeft j ' 
the fea being vifible to the north, eaft, and fouth, but hid on the 
weft by a hill. Here was formerly a well, faid to be three hun- 
dred feet deep; but it is now filled up with rubbifh. In the fouth- 
eaft angle ftands the remains of another tower, called Mountjoy’s 
Tower; its walls are, in fome places, eighteen feet thick: for the 
afeending to the top of it, there are likewife feveral fteps ; but the t 
view from hence is by no means lb fine as that from the keep. 
Thefc towers have the appearance of much greater antiquity than 
the other buildings of the caftle. The ramparts between the 
towers are about twenty feet high and eight thick : in both thefe 
dimenfions is included the parapet, which formerly ran all round 
the works ; it is but two feet and an half thick. 


Here 
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Here is likewifc another remarkably deep well, covered over 
by a houfe : its depth is two hundred and ten feet ; a pin thrown 
into it, is near four feconds of time falling ; and when it ftrikes 
the water, fends up a furprifing loud found ; the water from this 
well is drawn by means of a wheel worked by an afs. 

The old cattle is included within a more modern fortification ; 
probably built by Queen Elizabeth ; it is an irregular pentagon, 
faced with ftone, and defended by five baftions, on the outfide of 
which runs a deep ditch : the north curtain, perhaps on account 
of its length, has a break in the middle, to make a flank. Several 
guns are mounted on thefe works, which arc faid to be a mile and 
a half in circumference. 

Tins plate fliews a general view of the cattle, with the entrance 
and keep. The drawing was taken anno 1772. 

( PLATE II. ) 

This plate gives us the infide view of the cattle, in which is 
fliewn the governor’s houfe, the barracks and furgery : towards 
the left is feen the chapel : oppofite to it, are the ruins of thole 
apartments in which, it is faid, King Charles I. was confined : 
and on the right of all, over a final 1 building, appears the keep. 
This drawing was taken at the entrance of Montjoy’s tower, in 
the year 1772. 

Anno 1136, Baldwin de Rivers earl of Devonfhirc, fon of him 
; who rebuilt the cattle, declaring for the emprefs Maud, in oppp- 
fition to King Stephen, feized Exeter ; but not being able to hold 
it, fled to this ifland, of which he was lord ; and railing his vafl'als, 
flood here upon his defence : Stephen attacking the cattle, took 
it at the firft aflault. Balwin found means to efcape, but died 
in exile. 

In the reign of Henry III. John de Infula, or L’Hle, was gover- 
nor thereof ; and in the time of Richard II. anno 1377, the I'rench 
landed here, plundered the inhabitants, and after a fruitlcls at- 
tempt to take the cattle, retired with their booty. It was defended 
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by Sir Hugh Tyrril, a knight of Eflex. On account of this, and 
other invafions about the fame time, orders were iflued for arming 
the clergy. 

On the breaking out of the troubles in this ifland, between 
King Charles I. and his parliament, Colonel Brett and the coun- 
tefs of Portland held this caftle for the king. It was befieged by 
Mofes Read, mayor of Newport, at the head of the militia of 
that town, afiifted by 400 failors : the garrifon then confided of 
only twenty men, and for this final 1 number there were not three 
days provifions 5 neverthelefs the countefs with the magnanimity 
of a Roman matron, went to the platform with a match in her 
hand, vowing (lie would fire the firft canon herfelf, and defend 
the caftle to the utmoft extremity, unlefs honourable terms were 
allowed them, which after diverfe mefi'ages were granted. 

In the year 1647 King Charles I. having efcaped from Hamp- 
ton Court, retired to the ifland ; of which Colonel Hammond, 
nephew to his favourite chaplain, was governor : he was by him 
on the 14th of November, brought to this caftle. The parliament 
being much difturbed at the king’s abfence, and imagining he was 
fecreted in London, iflued orders to fearch for and feize his per- 
fon ; but their uneafinefs was foon relieved by a letter from Ham- 
mond, acquainting them that the king was in his cuftody, and 
that he waited for orders how to difpofe of him. At this news 
they were greatly rejoiced ; directed that he fhould remain at 
Carifbrook, and ordered an allowance of 5000I. per annum for 
defraying his houfehold expences. 

Here a negotiation commenced between that prince and his 
parliament 5 in which perhaps neither party adted with proper 
fincerity. A little before this treaty, the king, as it is laid, being 
informed that he was in danger of aflaftination, concerted mea- 
furcs for an efcape ; of this, it is probable Hammond had notice > 
whereupon he was confined clofe prifoner, and at the fame time, 
all his faithful fervants difeharged, and turned out of the garrifon. 

The unfuccefsful infiirredtion of Captain Burley, which hap- 
pened a few days after, (namely on the 29th of December) fur- 
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nifhed the governor with a plaufible jollification of this Hep. 
Indeed it has been thought, that this riling was preconcerted, 
and that Charles was apprized thereof. This furmife feems to 
be ^lengthened by Hammond's reply to the king, who, according 
to Whitlock, talking him, “ liy what authoiity he did thus ?" he 
anfwered, “ By the authority of both houles, and that he fup- 
pofed his Majefty was not ignorant of the caufe of his doing 
thus.” The king profellcd the contrary : and the governor replied, 
“ He plainly law his Majefty was actuated by other councils than 
flood with the good of the kingdom.” 

Some time after this, lie once more attempted to efcapc. The 
particulars arc, in fubftancc, thus related by Clarendon. One 
Ofbornc, a gentleman by birth, was recommended to Colonel 
Hammond to be employed in fomc port about the king, and was 
accordingly appointed his gcntlcman-ulhcr. The affability and 
gentle behaviour of this monarch infenfibly gained his efteem ; 
it at length increafed to that pitch, that he put a fmall billet into 
one of his Majefty's gloves, which it was his office to hold, figni- 
fying his devotion to his fcrvicc. At firlf, the king was leaiful 
of treachery ; but at length, convinced of his fmccrity, admitted 
him into his confidence. 

This man was addreffed by one Rolph, a captain in the garii- 
fon, a perfon of low extraction, and ordinary abilities, but ot an 
enterprifing temper. He propofed enticing the king from the 
caflle, under pretence of procuring his eft ape, in order to minder 
him, which he laid would be agreeable to the paihament, and the 
means of gaining for tbemfehes comfortable dial hilunents. ()i 
this, Ofborne acquainted his majelly, v\ho defined him to keep up 
the corrcfpondcncc, hoping to convert the wicked intentions m this 
man into the means of flight: Olbornc tltetefoie leuned to tall n 
with Rolph’s delign. 

In the mean time, the king recommended it to him t<> lout' 1 
one Dowcct, and another loldier he had to; mcrlv known : 1 ’*•' < 
thefe not only embraced his party, but like \\ ile brought ovet me 
of their brethren, who were to be centinels near the place v 1 c 
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the king intended to get out : this was a window fecured with an 
iron bar, for the cutting of which he was provided with both a 
faw and file. 

His Majefty with great labour fawed this bar afunder j and on 
the appointed night, Olborne waited to receive him ; but, in the 
interim, one of the foldiers not fufpeCting Rolph’s true intentions, 
mentioned to him fomc particulars, which made him fufpeCt he 
was likely to be the dupe of his own artifices : he therefore 
directed this foldier to remain on his poft, and he, with fome 
others on whom he could rely, Rood by him armed with their 
piftols. 

At midnight the king came to the window ; but in getting 
out, difeerning more than the ordinary centinels, he fufpeCded his 
defign was difeovered, flint the window, and retired to bed. 
Rolph immediately went and acquainted the governor with this 
attempt, who going into the king’s chamber, found him in bed, 
the window-bar cut in two, and taken out. Ofborne fled ; but 
Dowcet was taken, and being imprifoned, was vifited by R.oIph, 
who fcornfully afked him, why the king came not forth, and faid, 
he was ready with a good piftol charged to receive him. Ofborne 
afterwards laid the true ftate of this affair before the houfe of 
lords, when Rolph was ordered to be tried at the general aflizes 
at Winchefter ; where matters were fo managed, that the grand 
jury found an ignoramus on the bill. 

That the committee at Derby-houfe had intelligence of the 
king’s intention of efcaping, appears from the information fent 
by them to Colonel Hammond, in a letter dated the 13th of 
March, 1647. This letter is printed in Harris’s Life of Crom- 
well ; and that the defign was not laid afide after this difap- 
pointment, is fhewn by the following letter printed in the fame |j 
collection. 

“Sir, fince our laid, we have received again advertifement 
from a good hand, that the defign holdes for the king’s cfcape; 
and to efcape all fufpicion from you, he intends to walk out on 
foote a mile or two, as ufually, in the day-time, and there horfesj 


are 
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are laid in the ifle to carry him to a boat : if he cannot do tlm, 
then eithci o\ei the houle m the night, or at Ionic private w in- 
dow in the night, he intend* his paH'.igc-, which we thought line 
againc to give you notice of, that you may -mhj Inch uf- < f it 
for the prevention, as you (hall f-e caufc." Thi# is li r \,r. ,| ... | 
from Derby-houfe, the i Sth of November, \(>j ; .u I i |. I 
by Salilbury, in the name and by the wan ant of tV I . t». | 
Commons there aHembled. To it is thi’ poftfciipt. “Wc.d:fiic 
you to communicate this to the commillion there; . ud • fT » * f 
you lhal! find the king hath efenped, to give us m« ' \ th . 1 
poflible fpecd.” 

Os the 30th of the fame month, the king was rcmow l to 
Hurft Caftle, from thence to Windfor, and lliortly after to Lon- 
don, where he was tried, condemned, and beheaded. 

Herk September S, anno 1650, died his daughter the princcfs 
Elizabeth, whom the levelling rulers of that time intended n> 
apprentice to a button-maker, flic was buried 011 the 24th of the 
lame month, at Newport. 

( PLATE III. ) 

This plate prefents a near and particular view of the entrance 
into the caftle. The fmall gate, whofe top is covered with iv\, 
is that over which, in a fhicld, is the date and initial letters men- 
tioned in the general profpcfl : the fhicld is vifible, hut the lmall- 
nefs of the fcalc does not permit the letters and figures to be dif- 
timflly marked. Here, likewife, is fecn the bridge, the flank of 
one of the baftions, the handfomc machicolated gate, and the 
window through which King Charles attempted his eleape. This 
laft appears juft above the ground, near the breach in the lhady 
fide of the wall. 

From Sir Richard Worflcy’s curious hiftory of this iiland, vc 
learn the following particulars. 

This caftle was probably icpaircd by Montacutc carl of Salif- 
bury, who held the lordlhip of the iiland in the 9U1 ol Richa.d II. 
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the three lozenges, the arms of that family being placed on a 
butt refs at the corner of the governor’s lodgings. 

Tiie great gate here reprefented, is faid to have been built by 
Lord Woodvillc, in the time of Edward IV. his arms being carved 
on a ftonc on its top, and the rofes of York on each fide, from 
the paflage quoted from Camden in plate I. It feems more pro- 
bable this gate was built by Sir Edward Woodville, who was 
appointed governor of the ifland on the acceflion of Henry VII. 
The rofes carved in Hone might as well reprefen t die badge of 
the houfc of Lancafter as that of York. 

The governor’s apartments, and much the greater portion of 
the building now Handing, with the offices and out-works, were 
built in the time of Queen Elizabeth, who, at the folicitation of 
Sir George Carey, when England was threatned with the Spanifli 
Armada, gave 4000I. towards the expences, Sir George alfo pro- 
cured 400I. from the gentlemen of the ifland and the commonalty 
contributed their perfonal labour, by digging the outward ditch 
gratis, the governor was affiffed in the dire&ion of thefe works 
by Thomas Worfley Efq; the circumfcribing fortifications which 
contain about twenty acres, were defigned by an Italian engineer, 
named Genebella, who had been employed on thofe of Antwerp, 
to which thefe are faid to be fimilar. 

The chapel of St. Nicholas was erected on die ruins of an an- 
cient chapel endowed when Domefday Book was compiled. Over 
the former chapel was an armory, containing bread:, back, and 
• head pieces for two or three troops of horfe, fold by the order of 
Lord Cadogan when governor. 

CONSTABLES and CAPTAINS of the 
Castle of Carisbrooke. 

Constable, Humphry de Donefterre, 22 Ed. I. anno 1294. 

Captain, Sir John Lille of Wootton, Idled de Bofco. 30 Ed. 
I. anno 1302. 

Captain, John de Langford of Chale, 9 Ed. III. anno 1336. 

Constable, Sir Hugh Tyrril, 1 Rich. II. anno 1377. 

Constable, 
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Constable, Henry Trenchard, with a falery of 20I. per ann. 
and 10I. per ann. as keeper of the foreft of Parkhurft, and 4 d. 
per day for the pay of the porter of the caftlc, 25 Hen. VI. 
anno 1447. 

Captain, Sir Geoffrey Gate for life. 1 Ed. IV. anno 1467. 

Captain, Sir William Berkeley, Sir John Savile, 1 Rich. III. 
anno 1483. 

Constable, Lord Cromwell, Richard Worfley Efcp 1 Hen. 
VIII. anno 1583. 

Captain Girling, i Mary, anno 1553. 

Captain, Richard Worfley, 1 Eliz. anno 1558. 

Sir Edward Horfey, 7 Eliz. anno 1565. 

Captain, Sir George Carey, 1582. 

Constable and Captain,. Henry Earl of Southampton 
i James I. anno 1603;. 

Since that period the caftle has been fometimes inhabited by 
the governors of the ifland, who were by their commiffions cap- 
tains of the ifland and all the caftles and forts therein. This 
drawing was made in 1772. 

THE PRIORY OF CHRIST CHURCH, 
Twynham. (Plate I.) 

Th IS priory was originally called the Church of Twynham or 
Tynhamburne, according to Camden, from its fituation at the 
conflux of the rivers of Avon and Stour. 

The sera of its foundation is not afcertain£d. Camden fays 
only in general, that it was built in the Saxon times ; Dugdalc, 
Tanner, and other authorities mention it as exifting as early as 
the reign of King Edward the Confeffor ; according to a hiftory 
of its foundation printed in the Monafticon, it is recorded in 
Doomfday Book, as a college of fecular canons. Their number 
m the reign of William Rufus was twenty-four, befides one 
Godric, a man of great piety, whom they obeyed as their patron 
and fenior ; the name of dean, fays the hiftory before-mentioned, 
being as it were unknown among them. 


Ranulf 
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Rant li' Flam bard, Hifliop of Durham, the favourite of 
\\ illiam Rufus, having obtained this church of that king, deter- I 
mined, on account of many miracles performed here, to pull 
down the old building, and to ered a more magnificent one in 
its Read. It is laid he had formerly been dean or fuperior of 
this community, and therefore retained a particular affection for 
it ; for this purpofe he obtained from the canons the whole of 
their income, except fo much as was neceffary for their immediate 
lupport, in which he was ftrenuoully but unfuccefsfully oppofed 
by Godric, who for a while abfented himfelf from the fraternity, 
but was afterwards re-in Rated. 

Raxulf then proceeded to put his plan into execution, and 
pulled down not only the old church, but nine houfes which 
Rood beyond the cemetery, with fome others belonging to the 
canons, and erecled the prefent church, together with all the 
neceffary offices and conveniences for a monaftery. The buildings 
being completed, he dedicated it to Chrift, and propofed to have 
introduced regular canons. Godric and ten of the canons being dead, 
he allotted their prebends for life to the remaining canons for 
their fupport ; but falling into difgrace with King Henry I. he 
was imprifoned, and his new foundation ftripped of all its wealth, 
and given to a clerk named Gilbert de Doufgunels, who went to 
Rome in order to procure leave to complete Flambard’s intention 
of fettling regular canons there, but died in his return. At this 
time there remained five canons only. 

Richard de Red vers having obtained of King Henry I. this 
town, the adjacent lands and alfo the church, placed in the latter 
one Peter de Oglander, a prieft, and confirmed to it all its former 
poffcfiions and immunities, adding diverfe lands, particularly in 
the Ifle of Wight, and one of his baronies called Abfam ; the 
parifhoners likewife endowed it with their tythes. The church 
neverthelefs did not flourifli under this Peter, who appears to 
have been a dillioneft and felfifh man. 

About the year t 150, Henry Bilhop of Winchefter, and Hila- 
rius the Dean, at the requeftof the Earl Baldwin, fon of Richard 

de 
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de Redvers, brought hither canons regular of the order of St. 
Auguftine, and conftituted a prior, ordaining that the fccular 
canons Ihould hold their benefices during their lives, fcrving as 
before, but fubje£l to the regulars, by whom after their deaths 
their places were to be filled up. Earl Baldwin confirmed to this 
houfe all the grants made by his father, and added bencfattions 
of his own, which were ratified by his fon Richard, who allowed 
them likewife the free election of their own prior. 

The yearly revenues of this priory were valued the 26 Henry 
VIII. at 312I. 7s. gd. Dug. — 544I. 6s. Speed. And the fite of it 
was granted 32 Henry VIII. to the inhabitants of the town, and 
37 Henry VIII. to Stephen Kirton. At prefent it belongs to 
Guftavus Brander, Efq; except the church which is ufed for the 
parochial fervice. 

Brown Willis, in his hiftory of abbies, has the following 
particulars refpe&ing this priory : 

“John Draper, laft prior, fuffragan bifitop by the title of 
Neapolitanus, furrendered this convent 28th November 1540, 
31 Henry VIII. and had a penfion of 1 3 3I. 6s. 8d. per annum af- 
figned him: anno 1553 here remained in charge 25k 6s. 8d. in 
fees, 21I. 6s. 8d. in annuities, and thefe following penfions, viz. 
to Richard South 61 . 13s. 4d. William Clerke 61 . 13s. 4d. Robert 
Merifelde, 61 . 13s. 4d. Thomas Hancock 61 . 13s. 4d. Walter 
Church 61 . John Pepet 61 . William Martcyn 61 . Walter Nathewe 
61 . John Stone 61 . Thomas Andrews 61 . John Tolf 61 . John Do- 
ver 61 . Thomas Cook 61 . and to Anthony Pitman 3I. 6s. Sd.” 

And the fame author gives the following lift of names from the 
regifter of Worcefter. 

“ Richard Mauri was admitted prior Id. Mail 1286; he 
died anno 1302; and was fucceeded by William Quintin, admit- 
ted 3 Id. April 1302 } his fuccefi'or, as I guefs, was Edmund, who 
dying anno 1337, Richard Butefthorne was nominated to fucceed 
him, and confirmed in this office March 28 following ; he governed 
not long, for anno 1340 Ralph dc Legh was admitted prior, 21 
Auguft 1340J he died anno 1348, and was fucceeded by Hem y 
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Eyre, on whofe deceafe John Woodenham became prior 21 July 
i 377 j he died anno 1397, and had for his fucceffor, 

John Borard, confirmed 8 November 1397; after him I meet 
with no more till John Dorchefter, on whofe death, which hap- 
pened on 1477, John Draper was fubftituted in his Head, Decem- 
ber 16, 1477, who, as my accounts fuggeft, was the laft prior,, 
which, if fo, he mu ft have pofleffed this ofiice about 62 years.” 

On diverfe grave-ftones in the church there are ftill legible the 
names of the under-mentioned dignitaries of this priory, with 
fome almoft obliterated inlcriptions, wherein the word prior only 
is diftinguifhable. 

Richard the tenth prior j John Boland the nineteenth; 

William Eyre the twenty-fifth; Thomas Trill the twenty th ; 

and Robert Say, fub-prior. 

This view, which was drawn in 1776, fhews the north view 
of the church, with the very ancient tranfept ; undoubtedly the 
original building eredled by Bifhop Flambard; the tower and, 
other parts of this ftrudlurc are of a much later date.. 

( PLATE II. ) 

' 

This view reprefents the fouth fide of the church together 
with the tranfept, as feen from the garden of Guftavus Bran- 
dcr, Efquire. 

Of the ruins of this once rich and magnificent monaftery, 
little remains but the church, a part of the refedtory fouth of it, 
and fome ruinous walls to the weft ; a mill and the miller’s houfe, 
once perhaps the porter’s lodge, or the dwelling of fome inferior 
domeftic. It was probably built or repaired by Draper the laft 
prior, the initials of his name, neatly carved in ftone, being 
placed on one of the window frames ; Mr. Brander, well known 
for his proficiency in natural hiftory, and other branches of polite 
literature, has built a handfome houfe on the fouth fide of the 
church, on a fpot called the Place, or Palace Court ; in digging 
the foundation the workmen found fome very ancient ftone , 

coffins 
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coffins of different forms, the Tides of fome of them compofcd of 
different pieces, but all without lids or bottoms. 

The refectory, now converted into a hot-houfe, afforded fome- 
thing ftill more extraordinary, for in the year 1774 the workmen 
difeovered a (tone cramped down with lead, it meafured two feet by 
twenty inches, under it, in a cavity inclofcd with (tones on each 
fide, having a bottom like a veffel or cheft, was found near half a 
bufhel of fowl’s bones, the greateft part of them cocks legs with 
long fpurs, there were alfo many belonging to the hern or bittern. 

A branch of the river, which runs clofe under the eaft end 
of the church to the mill, feems to have been walled round, with 
here and there fome fmall turrets ; in the meadow called the 
Convent Garden, on the fouth-eaft fide of the river, are the traces 
of feveral ponds and (lews for keeping filh. 

The church is built in the fhape of a crofs, having a hand- 
fome and lofty tower at the weft end, which, with the eaft end, 
feems more modern than the reft of the building. 

The tower is built with purbeck ftone, the reft with cane and 
quarrer ftone, fome mafons from Purbeck, who lately viewed 
this tower, pointed out and named the different veins from 
whence it was digged. 

High up, on the weft fide of this tower, in a niche under a 
Gothic canopy, is the figure of Chrift crowned with thorns, 
holding in his left hand a crofs, his right raided as in the a6l of 
benediftion, under his right bread is a triangular mark, fcemingly 
intended for the wound made by the fpear ; on each fide the weft 
door are efcutcheons with the arms of the Montagues. 

The infide of this church is very handfome, but the body is 
much disfigured by fome high pews ; the whole meafures in 
length three hundred and two feet, and from wall to wall, in- 
cluding the aides, in breadth fixty. 

The tranfepts are each twenty-three feet from north to fouth, 
by twenty-four. 

The area is divided into a body and two aides, each aide being 
about thirteen feet wide, and only about eighteen high, having a 

handfome 
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handfome fretted ceiling formed by the interfeclions of the ribs 
of the arches. 

They arc feparated from the body by a double row of folid 
fquare piers, ornamented with columns, fupporting three (lories 
of arches, the fird and fecond circular, the third, in which are 
windows pointed ; round thefe in the body only, is a triforium 
or padage. 

The ailles now terminate dome yards fliort of the ead end of the 
body, though it is probable they were once continued to the end, 
from the circumdance of a tomb, of no very ancient form, part 
of which appears on the outfide of the north wall beyond their 
termination, which tomb feems as if it had been originally pla- 
ced in the interval, between the body of the church and the 
aide, having a front open to both, it was only plaidered up with 
mortar, the (tone being broken on the outfide ; no bones were 
found. Thefe aides were however evidently built fmee the body of 
the church, as feveral windows are blocked up by the dair-cafes 
leading to the leads over them. 

Between the uppermod windows are columns, from which 
fpring ribs of arches, now broken off, whence it feems that the 
roof was once vaulted, and the remains of fome beams, adorned 
with painted leafwork, forming pointed arches clofe to the tiles, 
(hew it was alfo once wain fcotted; on examining the outfide, it is 
evident here have been two roofs, the chafing of one higher than 
that which at prefent covers it being drill remaining. 

The following letter from the commiffioners appointed to take 
the furrender of religious houfes is preferved in the Cotton Li- 
brary, marked Cleopatra 4. It is fuppofed to be written to the 
Lord Cromwell. 

Our humble dewties obferved unto your gudde Lorddtippe, 
It may like the fame to be advertifcd that we have taken the fur- 
render of the late priory of Chrid Church, Twineham, where we 
found tile prior, a very honed conformable perfon, and the houfe 
well furnyfshede with juellys and plate, whereof fome be mete 
for the kings majedies ufe, as a litell chalys of golde, a gudly lardge 
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crofTe doble giltc with the foote garnyfhed with Rone and pcrlc. 
Two gudly bafons doble gylt, having the kings armys well in- 
amyled, a gudly great pyxe for the Sacrament doble gylt. And 
tlier be alfo other things of fylvr right honed: and of good valew 
as well for the churche life as for the table refervyd and kept to the 
king’s ufe. In the church we found a chaple and monument cit- 
rioufly made of cane (lone, preperyed by the late mother of Rey- 
nold Pole for herre buriall, which we have caufyd to be defacyd, 
and all the armys and badgis clerely to be delete. The furvcying 
of the demaynes of this houfe will be lardgc and varyed, and 
fome part thereof twenty myles from the monaftery, which we 
alfo do furvey and meafure, hathe caufyd idle to make longer 
abode at thys place then we intendyd. And now we be in jour- 
ney towards Amysbury, wher we fliall ufe like diligens for the 
accomply filing of the kings highnefs commifiion, and as fone as 
we have done, then we fliall farther certifie your lordfhippes of our 
doings. And thus we befeche almyhtie JHS long to preferve your 
gudde lordlhipp with increafe of moche honour. 

At Chriftchurch y Decembris. 

Your Lordfhipps humble to comand 

Rob . 

Edward C a r n e 

J h o n London 

R V C II A R D C O W L I T 

William Berners.” 

This view was drawn anno 1 77^* 
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CHRIST’S CHURCH CASTLE. 

Tins cattle is fituated a fmall diftance north of the once famous 
monattery of Chrift Church, Twinham, and feems never to have 
been of any great extent, if one may judge from the keep and the 
ruined walls of its eatt and weft ttdes ftill Handing, which enclofe 
an area of only twenty-eight by twenty-four feet. Thefe walls 
are ten feet thick, and about twenty -fix feet high, and Hand on 
an artificial mount railed about twenty feet. About an hundred 
yards caft of this keep, and clofe to the weft fide of a fmall creek, 
ferving for a mili-ftream, which appears to have been once walled 
in, Hands a building that from feveral circumftances feems to 
have belonged to the caftle, and probably to have been the ftate 
apartments of the conftable or governor. 

Its figure is a right-angled parallelogram, the length from 
north to l’outli meafnring nearly twenty-four yards, its breadth 
eight at the fouth end of the eaft fide, but feparated by a wall ; 
there is a fmall projefting tower, calculated for a flank, under 
which the water runs ; it has loop-holes both on the north and 
eaft fronts ; thefe walls are extremely thick. 

On the ground-floor are a number of loop-holes, which plainly 
fliew' it was a place defigrred for defence, and not part of the rao- 
naftery, as is by lome pretended, thefe loop-holes are formed by a 
large lemicircular arch within, leflening by degrees, and terminat- 
ing in a chink; of thefe there are tw r o on the eaft fide, one at 
the north end, befides thole in the tower already mentioned ; 
there were like wife three doors, one to the w'cft, one at the fouth 
end, and another opening to the water, the laft has a flat arch, 
feemingly very handfomely ornamented,’ but it being clofe over 
the water, a near approach is impradticable, unlefs in a boat : 
the eaft fide is almoft covered with ivy. 

h rom the ground-floor there was an afeent to the upper apart- 
ments by a ftone ftair-cafe in the north-eaft angle, part of the 
flairs are ftill remaining. 
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The place for receiving the floor of the firft ftory is very 
vifible ; it feenis to have been one room only, lighted by three 
large windows on the eaft, and as many on the weft fide, they 
were all included in femicircular arches formed of ftones very 
neatly cut, and divided in two by a fmall pillar in their centre. 

In the eaft fide, and fomewhat north of the centre, was a very 
large fire-place worked circularly into the main wall, having alfo 
a high cylindrical ftone chimney, feemingly the only one in the 
building. 

At the north end there appears to have been a large arched 
window, the columns, and part of the internal arch, are ftill re- 
maining, and anfwer to a handfome femicircular arch on the out- 
fide, decorated with zigzag ornaments. This has been flopped 
up, and two brick fire places, one over the other, with a chimney 
of the fame materials, built up in it, feemingly of no antiquity ; 
from whence it is evident that this building has been converted 
to a dwelling ; whether there were originally rooms over this 
ftory is doubtful ; over the foutli end, near the top, there is a 
circular window, which feerns to have been made for lighting 
fome upper apartment. 

From what remains of the ornamental part of this building, 
it appears to have been elegantly finifhed, and cafed with fquared 
ftones, moft of which are however now taken away ; by the ruins 
of feveral walls there were fome ancient buildings at right angles 
to this hall, ftretching away towards the keep. 

Little occurs in hiftory reflecting this caftle, although feern- 
ingly a royal one, excepting the names of its conftables, governors, 
or wardens. By the Rolls of Parliament it appears John Randolph 
had the wardfhip of it in the reign of Edw ard I. l'rom Dugdale’s 
baronage we learn that Thomas Weft, Knight of the Bath, was 
appointed governor the 4th of Edward III. A manufeript in the 
Harleian collection marked No. 433, records that, John Ileton, 
fquire of the king’s body, in the lft of Richard III. had a grant 
for life of the office of conftabie of this caftle, with the wardfhip 
of the lordfhip or wards of Chrift Church, and Ringwood ; and 
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Peck, who in his Dcfiderata Curiofa, (lightly mentions it among 
the reft of the caftles and houfes belonging to the crown in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, ftates the falary of the conftable at 
81 . gd. 

The following particulars occur in a Purvey made Odtober 
1656, relating to the caftlc of Chrift Church tc To the which Sir 
Henry Wallope in his time was high conftable, and had fee of the 
came aforefaid. “ Mem. The conftable of the caftle or his de- 
puty, upon the apprehenfion of any felon within the liberty of 
Weft Stowering, to receive the faid felon, and convey him to the 
juftice, and to the faid jail, at his own proper cofts and charges, 
and otherwife the tithingman to bring the faid felon and chain 
him to the caftle gate, and there to leave him ; cattle impounded 
in the caftle, having hay and water for twenty hours, to pay four 
pence per foot. 

The caftle and manor of the hundred of Chrift Church is the 
property of George Tapps, Efq. This view fhews the eaft and 
north fides of this building. On the right over the houfes part 
of the keep of the caftle. It was drawn anno 1776. 

WEST COWES CASTLE, ISLE OF WIGHT. 

'TlIIS is one of the many caftlcs built by King Henry VIII. 
about the year 1539, to 1'ecure the coafts from foreign invafions, 
with which they were then threatened. 

It is lituated a fraall diftance weft of the town, and guards the 
entrance into the Newport liver ; for which purpofe there was, 
hkewife, another caftle at Eaft Cowes, on the point of the oppofite 
lliorc; this has been long totally demoliihed: the materials have 
from time to time, been carried away; forne within the memory 
of perfons now living, in order to build a houfe at Newport, 
and for other erections. This place ftill retains the name of 
Old Caftle Point. Camden fays both thel'e caftles were in 
ruins in his time. 
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Leland, in his Itinerary, thus defcribes them: “Thcrbe two 
new caftelles fette up and furnifhid at the mouth of Newporte ; 
that is the only haven in Wighte to be fpoken of. 

That that is fette up on the efte fide of the haven, is caullid 
the eft cow ; and that that is fette up at the weft fyde is cauilid 
the weft cow, and is the bigger caftelle of the two. The trajc&us, 
betwixt thefe two caftelles, is a good myle.” 

Of thefe, Camden cites fome Latin verfes made by Leland, 
which are thus tranflated by Bifliop Gibfon. 

“ The two great Cows, that in loud thunder roar. 

This on the Eaftern, that the Weftern fhore; 

Where Newport enters ftately Wight.” 

The caftle at prefent confifts of a fmall flone houfe, having on 
its north front a femicircular battery, built, likewife, with ftone, 
and pierced for eight guns. It is ftrongly fenced with piles and 
planks againft the fea, from which it would otherwife be in fome 
danger, as it here makes frequent encroachments. 

This fort is commanded, under the governor of the ifland, by 
a captain, whofe pay is ten fhillings per diem ; that poft is at pre- 
fent filled by Sir John Milles, late lieutenant-governor of Jerfey. 
This drawing was made in the year 1761. 

THE HOSPITAL OF ST. CROSS near WINCHESTER. 

( Plate I. ) 

.THIS hofpital was founded in the year 1132 by Henry de 
Blois, bifhop of Winchefter, for the health of his own foul and 
the fouls of the kings of England. The original inftitution was 
for the maintenance of thirteen poor men, fo debilitated by age 
or infirmities as to be- unable to maintain themfelves without 
charitable aftiftance ; thefe men were to be provided with proper 
clothing and beds fuitable to their infirmities, and alfo to have a 
daily allowance of good wheaten bread, good fmall bcei, tlnee 
mefles each for dinner, and one for fupper ; but in cafe any of 
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thefe Ihould happen to recover a confiderable degree of ftrength ; . 
fo jjg {o be judged able to maintain himfelf, he fhould be refpect- 
fully difcharged, and another admitted in his place. Befides thefe 
thirteen poor brethren, one hundred poor men, of modeft behavi- 
our, and the moft indigent that could be found, Ihould be received 
daily at dinner, and have each a loaf of common bread, one mefs, 
and a proper allowance of beer, with leave to carry away with 
them the remains of their meat and drink left after dinner. 

The founder alfo directed other charities to be diftributed 
among the poor in general, in fuch proportion as the revenues of 
the hofpital Ihould be found able to allow, the whole of which 
was to be applied to charitable ufes. 

The endowment of this hofpital was not altogether derived il 
from the founder’s own private fortune, but confided in the I 
donations of divers confiderable rectories belonging to his diocefe, 
or that were under his patronage, the greateft part of which, 
though granted to the hofpital by the exprefs terms of the charter 
of foundation, were never thelefs only made fubjedt to the pay- 
ment of certain annual penfions, except the churches of Hufborne, 
Whitchurch, Fareham and Twyford, with their chapels. 

The revenues of this houfe appear by an old record of inquifi- 
tion to have amounted originally to 250I. per annum ; in Wyke- 
liam’s time they were faid by him in his letters to the pope, to be 
above 300I. per annum ; and were afterwards proved by one of 
the ftevvards cotemporary with that bifliop, as well as by feveral 
other perfons to have exceeded the yearly amount of 400I. the 
whole free from all dedudtions or taxes, either to the pope or 
king, as being entirely appropriated to the ufe and benefit of the 
poor, except 7I. 4s. 6d per annum, which was the valuation of 
the mailer’s portion. 

Tiie particular allowances to the poor, according to the above- 
mentioned inquifition were as follows : each of the thirteen fecu- 
lar brethren were allowed daily, one loaf of good wheaten bread 
of five marks weight, that is, three pounds four ounces, one gal- 
lon and a half of good fmall beer, a fufficient quantity of pottage; 
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three rneffcs at dinner, viz. one mefs called mortrell, made of 
milk and white or waftlc-bread, one mefs of flelh or filli, and one 
pittance as the day fhould require j and one mefs for fupper ; the 
whole of which was then valued at ijA. q. a week, and in Wyke- 
ham s time at 3d. a day. On fix holidays in the year they had 
white bread and ale in the fame quantities, and one of their 
mefies was roaft meet, or filh of a better fort ; and on the eves of 
thofe holidays, and that of the founder’s obit, they had an extra- 
ordinary allowance of four gallons of ale among them. The 
hundred cafual poor were fed in a place called Hundred-mene- 
fhall ; each of them had a loaf of inferior bread of five marks 
weight, three quarts of fmall beer, a fufficient quantity of pot- 
tage, or a mefs of pulfe, one herring, or two pilchards, two eggs, 
or a farthingworth of cheefe ; value 3d. per week. Of thefe hun- 
dred poor, thirteen were taken from amongft the poorer fcholars 
of the great grammar fchool at Winchefter, fent by the fchool- 
mafter. On the anniverfary of the founder’s obit, Auguft 9, 
being the eve of St. Lawrence, three hundred poor were received 
at the hofpital j to each of the firft hundred were given one loaf 
and one mefs of the fame fort with thofe of the brethren’s ordi- 
nary allowance, and three quarts of beer, the fecond hundred 
received the ufual hundred men’s allowance, and to each of the 
third hundred were given a loaf of the brethren’s bread. On fix 
holidays in the year, the hundred men had each a loaf of the 
better fort of bread, and a double mefs. Befides thefe, there were 
maintained in the hofpital, a fteward, with his clerk, a porter, 
eleven fervants, two faddle horfes, two teams of fix horfcs each, 
and two carters. 

The guardianlhip and direction of this hofpital had by the 
founder, in the year 1 1 57, been deputed to the mailer and bre- 
thren of the hofpital of St. John of Jerufalem, faving to the 
bilhop of Winchefter his canonical jurifdi&ion. Some difputes 
arifing between bifhop Toclive, immediate fuccelTor to the foun- 
der, and the above-mentioned mafter and brethren. King Henry II. 
interpofed, and fettled them in favour of the bilhop, to whom 
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and his fuccefiors was ceded the adniiniftration of this hofpital, 
who thereupon bellowed on it the impropriation of the churches 
of Mordon and Hanniton, and procured them a difeharge from 
an annual pcnfion paid to the monks of St. Swithin. 

Soon after this reconciliation, Bilhop Toclive out of regard 
to God, and for the health of his own and the kings fouls, directed 
that over and above the number of poor directed to be fed daily, 
bv the inftitution of the founder, one hundred additional poor 
fhould be added, who were to receive the fame proviftons as thofe 
ordered the other brethren, for which he found the revenues were 
fully fufficient. This regulation is dated April io, 1185, and 
was made at Dover in the prefence of the king, and attelled by 
him. It does not however feem to have continued long in force, 
for it ccafed long before the time of William of Wykeham, and 
inltead of it, (by what authority is uncertain) an ellablifhment 
was introduced confiding of four priefts, thirteen fecular clerks, 
and feven chorifters, who were maintained out of the revenues of 
the hofpital for the performance of divine fervice in the church. 
The four priefts dined at the mailer’s table, and had each a fti- 
pend of 13s. 4d. and the whole allowance to each was valued at 
3I. 6s. 8d. per annum ; the thirteen clerks had each daily one loaf 
of bread, weight 6 is. 8d. or 31b. 1 oz. Three quarts of beer, and 
011c mefs of flelh or fifh, the fame as iffued to the brethren, was 
allotted to two of them, value lod. q. a week ; the feven chorifters 
had each one loaf of common family bread, and one mefs, or the 
fragments of the mailer’s table and common hall, fo as to have a 
fufficient provifion, value yd. per week, and they were taught at 
fchool in the hofpital. This view was drawn anno 1780. 

( PLATE II. ) 

The revenues of this hofpital fullered much from the mal- 
adminift ration and embezzlements of four of its mailers ; namely, 
Edyngton, Stowell, Lyntesford, and Clounej but William of 
W ickham being elected bilhop of Winchefter, he with a moll 
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unremitting zeal, during a litigation of fix years, followed them 
through all the labyrinths of chicanery, both at home and at 
Rome, and finally reinftated the charity in all its rights and pro- 
perty, and at his death left it in fuch order, that his fucceflbr 
Cardinal Beaufort, who had refolvcd to difpofe of a confiderable 
Ann in fome charitable foundation, chofe rather to add to this 

I hofpital than to found a new one ; and, therefore, made an addi- 
tional endowment for the maintenance of two priefts, thirty-five 
brethren, and three fillers, exclufive of thole of the original 
foundation, and in the year 1444 built lodgings for them: this 
new ellablilhment he leans to have defigned for decayed gentle- 
men, as he entitled it the alms-houfe of noble poverty. This 
endowment confided of lands and manors of the yearly value of 
500I. granted by Henry VI. in confideration of the lum of 13,350 
marks paid him by the cardinal, who afterwards added the im- 
propriations of Crundell and other churches in the diocefe of 
Winchefter. 

The revenues of this hofpital, though confiderably diminifhed, 
frill maintain a mailer and nine poor brethren, who enjoy their 
places during life. The office of mailer is a very lucrative ap- 
pointment, generally held by fome dignified clergyman. The 
allowance to the brethren is one pound of meat per day, three 
quarts of good fmall beer, and five loaves of wheaten bread, 
each loaf weighing twenty-four ounces, beliues certain additional 
allowances of meat and drink on particular days, and 6d. weekly. 

There are likewife four out-penfioners, who have each, dur- 
ing life, a ftipend of iol. per annum ; the funr of 25s. is alfo di- 
ftributed among the poor every year, being the remainder of the 
revenue formerly appropriated to the feeding of the poor in Hun- 
dred-menhefhall. There is befides at this time, a -daily allowance 
to the porter, of a certain quantity of bread and beer, for the re- 
frefiiment of poor travellers, who are entitled to a piece of white 
bread and a cup of beer on demand. 

The following defeription of this hofpital is given in the 
hiftory of Winchefter. 
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The buildings belonging to this foundation confift of one 
cxtenfive irregular court, which has a beautiful rural effect, and 
altogether exhibits a piece of venerable antiquity. The church, 
which is a curious remain of Saxon archite&ure, was built in the 
reign of King Stephen, by the firft founder; it is in the form of 
a crofs, and confifts of three illes, with a tranfept or crofs ifle. 
The roof is remarkably lofty, and is fupported by round maffive 
pillars, with round headed arches, ftronger than the Doric or 
Tufcan; and there are fome paintings upon the pillars and walls 
of the fame kind as thofe in the cathedral and in the chapel of 
St. Mary Magdalene. The illes from the altar to the weft door 
are 150 feet in length, and the tranfept is 120. The chancel is 
exceedingly neat, and is paved with white marble, and on each 
fide of the altar are handlome fereens of fpire work, carved in 
ftone, and neatly ornamented. Upon a delk on the left fide of 
the chancel are carved the names of all the officers belonging to 
the hofpital, about the year 1 575, among which are thofe of a 
chanter of finging men, which formerly officiated in it, but at 
prefent there is no provifion for a choir. 

The great weft window of this church is built in a very orna- 
mental ftyle, and was formerly an elegant one, as is obvious from 
the remains of fome curious painted glafs, with which it was once 
finifned ; there remains nothing in it at prefent legible, or at 
leaft intelligible, except the words “ Nicholas Bedford.” A win- 
dow in the eaft fide of the north tranfept was formerly orna- 
mented in the fame ftile, and ftill retains an Ave Maria, with 
fome fragments, under which is, “ Orate pro anima Ricardi Bu- 
tefliall ; i. e. pray for the foul of Richard Butefliall.” He was 
mafter of this hofpital in the year 1346 ; and in a fouth window 
of the crofs ifle are thefe arms, viz. gules, three lions heads paf- 
fant, ficur de lis reverted ; or three eagles, quartering Barry, and 
a chief. On the roof of the nave are two chevrons between three 
rofes, the arms of Wykeham ; alfo the arms of France and Eng- 
land quartered. There is a coat of arms between thefe two which 
is defaced. 
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The lodging rooms of the poor people adjoin to the church, 
at the weft end of the foutli ifle, and after forming an angle, ex- 
tend from north to fouth and from the whole weftern fide of the 
court. The north fide confifts of the mafter’s houfe, which is 
fpacious and elegant j the refectory, or brethrens hall ; and the 
gateway. In the windows of the refectory are thefe arms, viz. 
Argent, a crofs pat. S. quartering France and England. A bord. 
Gobon. In the hall the brethren meet to (hare their allowance ; 
and on fome certain days in the year, they dine and fup together 
in common. The gateway before mentioned is formed in a fquare 
ftately tower, over which is a room called the founder’s chamber. 
The north front of the tower is embellifhed with three niches, 
in one of which remains the effigies of Cardinal Beaufort, in the 
a6l of adoration to another figure now deftroyed. Beneath thefe 
on each fide of the gateway, are the fame arms as laft mentioned, 
for the cardinal, who is fuppofed to have built the gateway, the 
refe£tory, mafter’s houfe, and all the lodgings on the weft fide of 
the court and the porter’s lodge.. The whole eaft fide of the 
court, from the porter’s lodge to the north tranfept of the church, 
confifts of a cloifter, over which is a gallery or range of decayed 
apartments, fuppofed to be part of the lodging rooms of the 
poor people on the original foundation of Henry de Blois, and 
who were probably in procefs of time forced out by the mafter 
and brethren of the latter foundation, or by the decay of their 
lodgings and revenues, which might have become no longer able 
to receive and fupport them. Againft the walls of the gallery 
is inferibed, Dilexi fapientiam, R. S. 1503. i. e. I have coveted 
wifdom. R. S. for Robert or Roger Sherborne, mafter of the 
hofpital, who was alfo preferred from hence to the bifhopritk of 
St. David’s. He was afterwards bifhop of Chichcfter, and founded 
in that cathedral church four prebends, for which place thofe 
only are qualified, who are, or have been fellows of New College, 
Oxford. On the outfide of the cloifter is this infeription, “ Hen- 
ricus Compton, Epifcopus, i. e. Henry Compton, hilltop.” He 
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was alfo matter of this hofpital, and from thence promoted, A, D. 
1674, to the lee of Oxford, and afterwards to that of London. 

In the church there are fevcral ancient tombs, brafies, and 
epitaphs, chiefly of the matters and brothers of this hofpital. 
This view, which lhews the fouth afpect, was drawn anno 1780. 

THE P 1 UORY OF ST, DIONISIUS. 

Th I S was a priory of black canons, and is lituated upon the 
wett fide of the river Itching, almott two miles above the town of 
Southampton. It was, according to Dugdale, built by King 
Henry I. about the year 1124. At the dillblution, here were a 
prior and nine religious, who were endowed with 80I. 11s. 6d. 
per aim. Dugdale; and 9 1 1 . 9s. according to Speed, who gives 
King Richard I. for founder. And Leland in his Colle£tanea, 
names both Henry I. and Richard I. as fuch, In this cafe, the 
latter is only meant as a very great benefactor. Antient writers 
often mention a firft, fceond, and even fometimes a third founder. 
The fite was granted 30 Henry VIII. to Francis Dawtry. 

Henrv I. by his charter, granted to God and the canons of 
St. Dionilius, for the good of his own foul, and thafe of his fa- 
ther and mother, Matilda his wife, and William his fon, and 
for the good of the faithful living and dead, that parcel of his 
land lying between Portafrada, and the river Hyftia, which ufed 
to bring in eleven fhillings and fix deniers ; and alfo that part of 
his lands of Portafrada lying near the fea, in the caft part of 
Hampton, which ufed to bring in the annual rent of forty-one 
fhillings and fix deniers. 

King Stephen confirmed diverfe donations of land given 
them by Robert de Limefeia. 

II 

Hf.nrv II. granted them the chapels of St. Michael, of the 
Holy Crols, of St. Lawrence, and of All Saints, near the town 
of Hampton. 

King Richard I. gave them in fee and perpetual alms Kingf- 
land, and the wood called Portefwarde, with all its appurtenances. 
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Gundred de Warren gave them the church of Little Fage- 
ham, which was her dower. Humphry dc Bohun, who (tiles 
himfelf conftable to the King of England, confirmed to them the 
church of Chaleworth, given by his father, with all the titles, 
rights, and dues : the canons of St. Dionifius to find a chaplain 
to officiate there. 

William Musard gave them three (hillings annual rent, 
left him by his filler Jane, on condition of their finding a wax 
candle before the altar of the Blefled Virgin, in the church of 
their monaftery, where his filter lay buried : this rent to be received 
quarterly. 

Walter de Chalice, and his wife, bequeathed to them two 
bezants, for the good of their fouls, and on account of the kind- 
nefs Ihewed to them by thefe canons, to receive the fame annually, 
at the feall of St. Michael, of Gaufridus Hule, who was bound 
to pay it as a yearly rent in Etlinton. A bezant was a coin, fo 
called from its being originally (truck at Conltantinople, called 
likewife Byzantium. It leems to have been a general name for a 
piece of money, without any determinate value. According to 
Du Cange, there were bezants of gold and filver ; and Blount, in 
his Law Dictionary, mentions copper ones, of the value of 2s. 

Godfrey, bilhop of Winchelter, confirmed to them the gift 
of William Aeliz, of the tithes of his rent in Aldenton, of five 
(hillings, arifing from his mill at the fame place, and the tenths 
of his pannage, and alfo of the privilege of quiet paunage for 
thirty hogs in his woods. 

By the charter of the 6th of Edward III. thefe canons were en- 
titled to a pipe of red wine, for the celebration of mafs, to be 
delivered to them at Southampton, by the king’s butler. They 
were likewife exempted from contribution to the repairs oi the 
bridge of Kingfinill. 

This houfe was bound by its tenures to find a certain number 
of men for the defence of Southampton, which by the parliament 
of the 13 Edward III. anno 1339, they were directed to aficmble, 
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well armed and arrayed at their manors near that town, in order 
to ftrcngthen the garrifon in cafe of danger. 

In the fame parliament a writ of refpite was granted to the 
prior and canons of this convent, of the tenths that were due 
at the purification of the Virgin laft paft ; and alfo of thofe which 
they were bound to pay between that time and the Michaelmas 
next enfuing, on account of their houfes and other edifices, which 
were the greateft part of their fubfiftcncc, being burned and de- 
ft royed : this was done by the French in their invafion the pre- 
ceding year, mentioned under the article of the Water Gate, 
Southampton. 

Prynn'e, from Mathew Paris, and other monkifh writers, 
mentions one Odo, whom he calls abbot of this houfe, about the' 
year 1245, who gave great gifts of the goods of the community 
to the pope, whereby he obtained the archbifhoprick of Rohan, 
which he did not enjoy above a year, being fuddenly ftruck dead. 
This was confidered as a judgment from heaven for his fraud 
and funony. 

The following lift of priors of this houfe is given by Browne 
Willis: Gerard, temp. Hen. Blois, Epifcop. Winton. Ruchland, 
1257; Nicholas, 1263; Richard de Chacomb, el. 1294 ; Will.de 
Wareham, el. 1328; Richard occurs, 1373 ; John Stanford el. 

1 39 ° » John Kyal, el. 1397; Thomas Winchefter, el. 1412 j 
Thomas Arnwood, el. 1435; William Norman, el. 1456; Tho- 
mas Roby, el. 1462 5 John Haft, el. 1492 j William May, 
el. 1508. 

Nothing more of this priory is remaining than what is here 
fhewn : on its fitc is now a farm-houfe, at which were fome time 
ago to be feen many ftone coffins entire, then ufed for troughs, 
and other domeftic ufes. It is now the property of Thomas 
\v ood, Efq ; of Grofvenor-ftreet, London. This view was drawn 
anno 1773. 
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HOLY GHOST CHAPEL. 

Th IS chapel Hands on a hill, on the north fide of and over- 
looking the town of Bafingftoke. It was built in the beginning 
of the reign of King Henry VIII. by Sir William, afterwards Lord 
Sandes, who, with Richard Fox, bifhop of Winchefler, obtained 
a licence from that prince to found a free chapel here, and there- 

I upon to eftablilh a guild by the name of the brotherhood or guild 
of the Holy Ghoft, which was by a perpetual fucccflion to con- 
tinue for ever. To this brotherhood an eftate was given by Sir 
William Sandes, for t,he maintenance of a prieft to perform divine 
fervice in the chapel, and therein likewife to inftruct youths in 
literature. 

It does not appear that the bifhop was any farther a benefac- 
tor than in joining his intereft, which was very great, with that 
of Sir William, for procuring the licence for its foundation. 

This fraternity efcaped the general diffolution, and remained 
till the firfl year of King Edward VI. anno 1 546-7, when an a<ft 
of parliament palled, whereby free chapels and chantries of all 
forts, and the eftates, belonging to them, were given to the king: 
in confequence of which a<ft this fraternity was diffolved, and 
their eftate taken for the king’s ufe. It remained in the crown 
till the year 1556, when the inhabitants of Bafmgftoke petitioning 
their Majefties King Philip and Queen Mary, and their petition 
being backed by the intercefiion of Cardinal Poole, the pope s 
legate and arch bifhop of Canterbury, this guild was by their ma- 
jefties letters patent re-eftablilhed, and endowed with tne fame 
eftate it pofiefled at its fupreflion ; which was alfo to be applied 
to the fame purpoles. What the value of this eftate was, is not 
afeertained 5 it conlifted of one hundred and five ac^cs of land, 
and two houfes. 

By thefe letters patent a body corporate and politic was con- 
ftituted by the name of the aldermen, wardens, brothers, and 

fillers of the fraternity or guild of the Holy Ghoft, within the 

chapel 
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chapel of the Holy Ghod, near Bafingdoke, in Hants, to continue 
for ever by a perpetual fucceffion. The aldermen and two war- 
dens were annual officers, chofen out of the brotherhood, but 
removable at pleafure. This body confided of an indeterminate 
number of members, and that of either men or women ; and the 
aldermen or wardens for the time being had power to admit as 
nianv perfons of either lex as they thought proper. 

The bufinels of this fraternity was to be tranfaefed under a 
common feal, which they were authorized to keep and ufe : they 
weie alfo made capable of holding lands, fuing, or being fued : 
holding meetings ; and, together with the brethren of the frater- 
nity, of making, according to their diferetion, fuch rules and 
datutes (confident with the laws of the land) as were necefiary for 
the better ordering and governing of their fraternity or guild, and 
of the brethren and fillers thereof, and their fucceflors. 

The edate granted to this guild being given for the mainte- 
nance of a pried to celebrate divine fervice, and inftrubt youth, 
was not deemed as given to fuperditious ufes, and therefore re- 
mained untouched till the civil wars, when this, with many other 
church-lands, was feized and alienated, and the chapel and fchool 
diut up for many years until 1670, when, by the application of 
Dr. George Morley, billiop of Wincheder, the edate was again 
redored. 

Besides the original endowment, this chapel had feveral bene- 
factors. The mod confiderable were Sir James Deane, and Sir 
James Lancader, Knights ; the former bequeathed iol. per annum 
to the preacher, and the fame to the fchoolmader of this chapel 
for the time being ; the latter, an annuity of twenty pounds each, 
to the fame perfons. The prefentation to this benefice is in the 
lord-chancellor; although the reverend Mr. James, in the year 
1673, held it by the nomination of the magidrates of Bafingdoke. 

Loo g on, from whom this account is taken, fays, that a peti- 
tion was prefen ted to the prefen t king, (i. e. George II.) in coun- 
cil , \ herein the petitioners prayed to be made trudees and pa- 
trons of this chapel, and the fchool kept therein ; but he does not 
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mention who thefe petitioners were; but circumflanccs make 
it probable, they were the magiflrates or inhabitants of Ba- 
fingftoke. 

The chapel was, when entire, a beautiful building, elegantly 
finifhed, as is Hill vifible from its remains. Loggon deferibing it 
lays, the outfide of it was of frce-llonc, curioully ornamented ; 
neither was the infide lefs beautiful. Upon the roof of it, as we 
are told by Camden, the hiftory of the prophets, apollles, and 
difciplcs of Chriff was very artificially depi&cd; but through 
negleft of repairs it is now in ruins ; part of the eaflern and 
fouth walls only remain Handing, and an hexagonal turret to the 
fouth-wefl, almofl entire, which was formerly a flair-cafe. My 
Lord Sandes the founder is, by Camden, faid to be buried in this 
chapel. If, as is highly probable, he had any monument ere£led, 
it is now hid by the rubbilh. 

There is a tradition that this chapel was covered with lead, 
which was taken off and converted into bullets for the ftege of 
Bafing-houfe. This is contradidled by another, which fays that 
it was tiled, and that the tiles were remaining not many years 
ago. Befides thefe, there are feveral other abfurd Holies j fuch 
as, that this chapel was formerly in fo high repute, that many 
pilgrimages were made to it ; and that once, feven Saxon kings 
were all worfhipping here at the fame time. 

Westward of and adjoining to the ruins of the chapel Hands 
a building (though but in indifferent repair) confiffing of one 
large regular room, about forty feet in length, and twenty- four 
in breadth : this is the only chapel and fchool-room that of late 
years has been made ufe of. On this building is an infeription, 
commemorating Bilhop Morley for procuring the re-opening of 
the fchool, and the reffitution of the effate. 

This place was anciently a burying-ground before the creflion 
of the chapel ; it Hill continues to be ufed as fuch. The above 
defeription pretty well agreed with the Hate of thefe buildings in 
1760, when this view was taken. 
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HURST CASTLE. 

Hurst Caftle ftands on the extremity of a peninfula oppo- 
fite the weft end of the Ifle of Wight. It is of ftone, and was built 
by King Henry VIII. about the year 1 539, at the fame time when 
he fortified the fea-coafts with many fimilar ere£lions. It was 
meant particularly to guard that channel or pafiage called the 
Needles, fo named either for its narrownefs, as refembling the 
eye of a needle, or from its vicinity to certain chalk rocks, one of 
' which is tall and {lender, with a fharp point like a pinnacle or 
needle. Thefe are ftiled the Needles or Needle Rocks ; they arc 
feen at a diftance in this view, where the pinnacle or pointed 
rock here mentioned is particularly diftinguifhable : this about 
two years ago was thrown down by the impetuofity of the waves 
which wafiied its fides, and had before greatly undermined it. 

Leland, in his Itinerary, thus mentions this caftle : “The 
caftelle at Hurfte on the fliore is county’d to be a XIIII. myles 
from Cauld-fhore. This caftelle is fet almoft righte agayne the 
farther ende of the lande of the Ifle of Wighte. And the tra- 
j eel us lieere from land to land is about two miles, the which 
narrow place is defended by Hurft caftelle.” 

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, as appears from Peck’s De- 
fiderata Curiofa, here was a captain, whofe fee was is. 8d. per 
diem ; an officer ftiled under captain, at is. a matter gunner and 
porter, eleven gunners and ten foldiers, at 6d. per diem each. 
In the year 1 659 here was a garrifon confifting of two corporals 
and one drum, each at is. thirty-fix foldiers at 8d. a gunner at 
2od. a mate at i6d. and two matrofies, each at iod. per diem, 
with an allowance of is. per diem for fire and candle for the 
guard. The governor’s daily falary was 5s. which has been fince 
augmented to 10s. The prefent governor is M. General Robert 
Sloper. 

Hither, December 1, 1648, King Charles I. was removed by 
the army from Newport. Rufhworth has the following account 

of 
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of that tranfa&ion, as fent by letter to the fpeaker of the Houfe 
of Commons, from the officers deputed by Colonel Hammond to 
take charge of his Majefty in the Ifle of Wight. 

“ Right Honourable, 

Yefterday there came into the ifle fome officers of the army 
viz. Lieutenant Colonel Cobbet and Captain Merryman, with in- 
ftructions from the general and council of war, directed to thcm- 
felves and the commander in chief here, forthwith to fecure the 
perfon of the king in Carifbrook Cattle, as before the treaty, till 
they fliould receive refolution from the Houfes upon their late 
remonftrance ; and they underftanding that the management of 
the affairs of this ifiand was by colonel Hammond committed to 
ourfelves, or any two of us, they acquainted us with their in- 
flruCtions, defiring our concurrence with them, that fo the.pre- 
fent work intended by them might with lefs difficulty be accom- 
plifhed. While we were in debate of thefe things, there came in 
a meffenger from the general with an order under his hand and 
feal, directed to the gentlemen, commanding them immediately 
to take the perfon of the king into their charge, and to remove 
him from thence into Hurft Cattle ; requiring us by name, with 
all other officers and foldiers in the ifle, to be aiding and affifting 
to them therein : two of us, viz. Major Rolph and Captain 
Hawes, upon fight of that order, declared ourfelves obliged not 
to difobey the general’s commands, but conceived ourfelves bound 
to yield obedience thereunto by our commiffions ; the other of 
us, viz. Captain Boreman, declared his judgment, that his duty 
lay immediately to the governor, who had intrufted him ; con- 
trary to thofe inttruCtions and commiflion he could not aCt, 
neither was he of himfelf in a capacity to oppofe them in that 
fervice. Captain Hawes being diffatisfied in the action, mani- 
fetted his unwillingnefs to join in it, and his refolution neither 
directly nor indirectly to oppofe it. But thefe gentlemen, with 
the concurrence of the army forces here, and the afliftance ct a 
frefli troop of horfe, and one company of foot, which landed in 
the night, in purfuance of their commands, very civilly made 
I their 
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their addreffes to the king, according to another order from the 
general for his ufage, with all civility and due refpeft unto his 
perfon ; between five and fix o’clock this morning, fome of the 
gentlemen, who by the parliament were appointed to attend him, 
acquainted his majefty with thefe orders and inftruftions they 
had in charge from his excellency the lord general concerning 
him ; who prefently and quietly confented thereunto, and fet for- 
ward in his coach fron Newport at eight of the clock this morn- 
ing towards Hurft Caftle, with Mr. Harrington, Colonel Harbots 
and Captain Mildmay, and other of his l'ervants to attend him. 
Now we do allure you, that in the whole tranfaclion of this great 
affair, there neither was nor is the lead difturbance in this ille. 
Thus we have, with all clearnefs and faithfulnefs, given you a 
full and impartial account of thefe late proceedings here ; having 
fo done, we fubferibe ourfelves 


Your humble fervants, 

Signed by Major Rolph, 


Capt. Boreman 
Capt. Hawes. 


Carilbrook Caftle, 
Dec. 1, 164S. 


P. S. Since the writing hereof, we have intelligence that his 
majefty is fafely arrived at Hurft Caftle.” 

The Houfe of Commons, on the reading of this letter, voted 
that the feizing of the perfon of the king, and carrying him pri- 
soner to Hurft Caftle ; was without the advice or confent of that 
houfe. Neverthelefs, a fortnight after, viz. December 14, the 
army having procured a majority, according to Clarendon, by 
violence ; on receiving a letter from Colonel Ewer, governor of 
Hurft Caftle, complaining of his want of money and necefiaries, 
occafioncd by the coming thither of the king ; they ordered, for 
an immediate fupply, that the treafurers at Goldfmith’s Hall be 
defiled forthwith to difburfe and pay the film of 200I. to Colonel 
Ewer, or his affigns ; and that the laid treafurers do reimburfe 
thcmfelves out of the remainder of the fine of Sir Charles Kemifh, 
not yet charged. On the 23d the king left this caftle, being 
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cfcortcd on his way to Wimifor by Major General Hnnifon, 
with fuch precautions as precluded every attempt to an c l'capc, 
which, it is agreed, had been meditated. '1 his drawing was made 
anno 1761. 


HYDE ABBEY, near WINCHESTER. (Plate I.) 

Al FRED, king of the Weft Saxons, having brought o\cr 
from Flanders, the learned monk Grimbald, founded a houfe and 
chapel at Winchcftcr for locular canons, under his government •, 
he afterwards projected a greater foundation, and by his will or- 
dered a noble church and college to be creeled on the north fide 
of the cathedral ; this was begun anno 901, and finilhed by his 
fon Edward, who dedicated it to the Holy Trinity, the Virgin 
Mary, and St. Peter. It was called the New Minfter, to ddVm- 
guifli it from the Cathedral or Old Minfter, within the precincts 
of whofe cemetary it ftood. The building being completed, Ed- 
ward placed therein fccular canons, who remained here till the 
year 963, when they were expelled by Ethclwould hilltop ot \\ in- 
cheftcr, a great favourer of monks, on account, as was pretended, 
of their fcandalous lives, and an abbot anti monks put in pollcf- 
fion of the houfe. But many differences and inconvcnicncics 
arifing from the too near neighbourhood of thofl* two great mo- 
naftcrics, their bells, ftnging, and other matters mutually inter- 
fering with each other; the monks of New Minfter thought it 
proper to remove to a place called Hyde, on the north fide of the 
city, and a final l diftancc without its walls ; where King Henry I. 
at the inftancc of William Gifford, hilltop of Winchcftcr, founded 
a ftately abbey for them. St. Peter was gener. !lv accounted the 
patron, though it is fometimes called the monaltcry of ;t. Grit t- 
bald, and fometimes of St. Barnabas, and in Anglia Sacra, ftid to 
have been dedicated to St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. Colluml .mu . 
From this time the monaftcry loft its title ot the New Minder. 

Tiie monks of this houfe were endowed with \ cry conn 1 • * 
able lands, privileges, and immunities, not only by their founder 
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King Edward, but alfo by feveral of his fucceffors Kings of Eng- 
land, namely Athelftan, Edward, Edred, Edgar, Edmund Ironfide, 
Edward the Confefl'or, William the Conqueror, and particularly 
Henry I. and Maud his queen, as may be feen in their charter, in 
the Monafticon. It was likewife not without its misfortunes j 
for William the Conqueror, at his firft coming, finding the abbot 
and twelve of his monks in arms againft him, feized on their 
eftates, and held them above two years ; and in the reign of King 
Stephen, they were lb plundered and opprefled by Stephen de 
Blois his brother, then bilhop of Winchefter, that their number 
was reduced from forty to ten monks ; this partly arofe from his 
jealoufy of their encreafing wealth and power, and partly from a 
defign of making them fubfervient to his intended projedt, of 
raifing the'fee of Winchefter to an archbifhoprick, and the abbey 
of Hyde to a bilhoprick, which with the diocefe of Chichefter 
were to be fubordinate to Winchefter. 

This abbey was the burial place of diverfe princes and great 
perfonages, viz. King Edmund and Ills fon Elfred, St. Eadburgh 
daughter of King Edward, Aelfred, fon of King Edulf, King 
Aelfred, and, as fome fay, King Edred, notwithftanding there is 
an infeription for him in the cathedral of Winchefter. 

Before the di Ablution, this monaftery was valued at 865I. 18s. 
ob. q. per annum, Dugdale ; 865I. is. 6d. ob. q. Speed j the fite 
was granted 37 Henry VIII. to Richard Bethell. 

That this building was demolilhed very foon after the refor- 
mation, appears from. Leland, who, fpeaking of it, fays, “ In the 
luburb ftood the great abbey of Hide, and hath yet a paroche 
church. This abbey was called Newenminfter, and ftood in the 
clofe hard by St. Swithin’s, otherwife called Ealdenminfter, but 
when it was tranflated thence to Hide, it bore the name of Hide. 
The bones of Alfredas, King of the Weft Saxons, and of King 
Edward his fon and kind were tranflated from Newenminfter, and t 
laid in a tomb before the high altar at Hide : in which tomb, 
was of late found two little tables of lead, inferibed with their c 
names - } and here lay alfo the bones of St. Grimbald and IndoceT 

Of 
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Of this once noble edifice very little remains, except part of 
the precinfl wall, fome out-buildings towards the dreet, and a 
gateway, the mouldings of which exhibit on each fide the head of 
a king ; the fame head occurs on a wall towards the fouth. The 
church, which was built with flint cafed with fquared ftone, ap- 
pears from traces of its walls to have confifted of three aides, and 
to have been at lead: two hundred and forty feet long : mod: of 
the buildings hereabout feem to have fome materials of the abbey 
about them, and the tower of St. Bartholomew is fuppofed to have 
been eretted with ftones colle&ed from its ruins. This view was 
drawn 1780. 


( PLATE II. > 

This view diews the north afpett of the remains of this ab- 
bey, with the church of St. Bartholomew, fuppofed to have been 
originally built foon after the conquefl, but repaired, and its tower 
erected about the year 1541, out of the ruins of the abbey, which, 
according to the Hidory of Wincheder, had been then dedroyed 
near two years. It is fuppofed here was originally another aide. 

LIST of the ABBOTS of this ABBEY, 
Chiefly taken from Browne Willis. 

Galfridus was abbot of Newminfler, anno 1121, in whofe 
time the monks of that abbey were removed to Hyde, where he 
began the building of the church, but died in the year 1124 be- 
fore it was completed ; he was fucceeded by Ofbertus, who died 
anno 1135. After which this monaflery was much oppreded by 
Henry de Blois, bifliop of Wincheder. 

Hugh Schorchevylyn, called in the annals of Winchef- 
ter Hugh de Lens, was the next abbot, he was much diflikcd by 
the monks, who complained and appealed againd him, as likewife 
againd the bifliop, who, it is faid, endeavoured to pervert the date 
of the abbey, and about the year 1143, tried to prevail with the 
pope, to make his fee an archbiflioprick, and this abbey a bidiop- 
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rick, fubjett with the fee of Chichefter, to his jurifdiftion. Thefe 
controverfies between the abbot and his monks ended anno 
1 149, in his being depofed. After him Salidus was made abbot, 
upon whole death, which, it is faid, happened anno 1171, Tho- 
mas, prior of Montacute was defied, though it does not appear 
that he was confecrated before the year 1174. He reigned anno 
1 180, and was fucceedcd by John, prior of Cluny, who died anno 
1222. Walter de Aftone was next elected, and dying anno 1249, 
was fuccceded the fame year by Roger de St. Waleric, who died 
anno 1263. His fucceffor was William de Wigornia ; he dying 
anno 1282 was fucceedcd by Robert de Popham, whofe fuccefl'or 
anno 1292 was Simon de Cuninges ; he dying anno 1304 had for 
fuccefl'or Geft'ry de Feringes, who refigncd anno 1317. 

WilliAm de Odiham was defied in his ftead; whofe fuc— 
ceflor was Walter de Fifhyde, the time of whofe incumbency is 
uncertain ; anno 1362 Thomas Peithy occurs abbot; upon whofe 
death or refignation, John Eynefliam was defied, who died anno 
1394; his fuccefl'or was John Letcombe or Lattecombe, after 
whom John London appears abbot, anno 1407; he died anno 
1415, and was fucceedcd by Nicholas Strode; after whom is 
found Thomas Bromele, who is mentioned as abbot anno 1440, 
he continued till about the year 1460; and then Henry Bonvile 
occurs abbot ; who was fucceeded on the iff day of December, 
anno 1471, by Thomas Wyrcetur, when he died is uncertain, but 
he is mentioned anno 1480, in which year the feries of the abbots 
in the Regifter leaves off; it is however probable that he conti- 
nued till the year 1485, when Thomas Forte was elefted, who 
did not hold that office long; for anno 1489 Richard Hall was 
chofen abbot, and is recorded as fuch anno 1500, and in all pro- 
bability remained fo for near forty years, for after him no other 
abbot is mentioned before the year 1528 ; about which time John 
Salcot alias Capon, a doflor of divinity of Cambridge, was tranf- 
lated from the abbey of Hulm in Norfolk to this place. He was 
the lad abbot, and (as a reward for having been very inftru- 
niental in procuring in his own univerfity, the king’s divorce) 

on 
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on the 19th of April, anno 1534, he obtained licence to hold the 
bifhoprick of Bangor, in commendam with this abbacy, and for 
his good fervices at the diffolution, anno 1539, and his ready yield- 
ing of the abbey to the king, in the furrender of which he pro- 
cured his monks, twenty-one in number, to join ; he was pro- 
moted to the bifhoprick of Salifbury, which he held till the 
year 1559. 

Among the manufcripts of the Cotton Library, marked Cleo- 
patra, E. 4. is a letter containing orders to this abbey, a fhort 
time before the diffolution, corre&ed, as is faid in the catalogue, 
by Cromwell’s own hand : thefe correilions are fuppofed to be 
the marginal notes. 

“ Ff 1 r s t, it is releafed and permitted to the Reverend Father in 
God, John Bifhop of Bangor, abbot of the monaftery of Hide, 
that’ he fhall goo or ride at his libertie, whither he will, and take 
three or four of his bretheren with him, and kepe them as long 
as he fhall thinke mete, or remitting them or any of them home, 
to fend for other in their ftedes. 

s- “ Item, that fuche officers as have been 
accuflomed to ride abrode to fee to the worke 
of mon. or to kepe their courts, fhall have 
the fame libertie therein, with the abbots li- 
cence, they were wont to have ; fo as they be 
only occupied in overfight of the faid worke 
and keepinge of courts. 

Item, that the faid abbot mayc give the 
prior, fub-prior, and other officers, being fuche 
as he fhall think of difcreaton, licence thre or 
foure tymes at the moft in the ycare, to goo 
abroad for their refreflie and recreacon, taking 
with him or them fo having licence thre or 
^foure other bretheren at the leaft. 

It em, whereas the faid mon. is charged by the king’s highnes 
in his gracious vifitation to fynd three fcollers fludents at oon 
of the univerfities in England ; it fhall be lawful for the faid 
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The fame honeftlie and 
modeftlie in facon as 
befemeth men of re- 
ligion. 


So that they refort fo 
no light or fufpeft place, 
and that they ufe them- 
felves in ther recreati- 
ons, as otherwife therein 
fhal apperteyne to ho- 
neftic and their profef- 
fion. 
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abbot during his life, to appoint and gyve exhibicon to oone foo- 
ler and ftudent, to be accompted in the fame nombre, beinge he 
an Englifbman or borne within fome of the kings domminions, 
whiche dial applie his ftudy and lerning in the pties of beyond 
the fee, within any univerfitie .there, foe as by color thereof the 
king’s revennue herein be not fruftrated or deceyved.” This 
view was drawn anno 1780. 

I 

KING JOHN’S HOUSE AT WARNFORD. 

Th I S venerable ruin, which has fo long remained unnoticed 
by the curious, Hands in the garden of the earl of Clanricarde, at 
Warnford, in the county of Southampton, on the high road from' 
London to Gofport. It is known by the title of King John’s 
Houfe, an appellation common to many ancient ftruclures, in 
which that king had no concern ; King John and the devil being 
the founders, to whom the vulgar impute mod of the ancient 
buildings, mounds, or entrenchments, for which they canot affign 
any other conftructor, with this diffinCtion, that to the king are 
given mod: of the mandons, cattles, and other buildings, whilft 
the devil is fuppofed to have amufed himfelf chiefly in earthen 
works, fuch as his Ditch at Newmarket, Punch Bowl at Hind 

I 

Head, with diverfe others too numerous to mention. 

In a map of Hampdiire, engraved by Norden, about the year 
1610, this building is marked as a ruined place; and in fome 
writings of a more ancient date belonging to the Clanricarde 
family, it is conveyed with the manor and prefent manfion, by 
the denomination of the old houfe. 

What it originally was, can only be conjectured: two an- 
cient infcriptions on the parilh church ; the firlt on the fouth, 
and fecond on the north fide within the porch, feem to afford 
fome grounds to fuppofe it the ancient church built by Wilfrid, 
bilhop of York, between the years 679, when he took refuge 
among the South Saxons, and 685, when he returned to his fee. 

Thefe 
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Thefe infcriptions may be thus tranflated : 

I. 

Bretheren both old and young, pray, and with your prayer 
hallow the builders of this church, which Wilfrit founded, and 
good Adam thus renovated. 

II. 

May all Chriftian people, even from the rifing of the fun, 
blefs Adam de Port, by whom I am thus renovated. 


The 
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The whole of this conjefture refts on the word renovavit, which 
is not always confined to repairing or rebuilding the identical edi- 
fice, on the very fpot on which it flood ; but is often ufed to 
exprels a different building, appropriated to the fame purpofes or 
fraternity, to which the former was devoted; and in the prefent 
inflance, the ere&ion of a new parifh church, when the former 
from age or accident became ufelefs, might without any great im- 
propriety be ft iled a renovation, and indeed this conjecture receives 
fome fmall fupport from the vicinity of the prefent church, there 
being only the diftance of about twenty yards between the two 
buildings, fo that they might pofiibly both ftand in the fame 
churchyard. Adam de Port poffefled Warnford, in the reign of 
Ilenry II. Richard I. and John. 

This ruin meafures on the outfide eighty feet, from eaft to 
weft, and fifty-four from north to fouth, its walls are four feet 
thick, and conftruCfed of flint, fet in grout work : It is divided 
into two unequal rooms, the largeft or eafternmoft forty-fix feet 
by forty-eight, it has two windows on the north, and two on the 
fouth, as alfo two doors in the north and fouth walls, near the 
weftern extremity, and another in the weft fide leading to the lefler 
room. At about eighteen feet from the eaft and weft walls, and 
ten from the north and fouth, ftand four columns, which with 
four half columns, let into the eaft and weft walls, once probably 
fupported a vaulted roof. Thefe columns, which are of two 
different forts, fhaft and capital included, meafure nearly twenty- 
five feet, or eight diameters ; they are of a ftone as compaCf and 
durable as marble, their bafes oCfagonal ; moft of the arches of 
the doors and windows are circular. 

West of the large room is one meafuring about eighteen feet 
from eaft to weft, and occupying the whole breadth of the build- 
ing from north to fouth, this room is lighted by two windows, 
one on its north, and the other on its fouth fide, and on the 
north fide of its weftern end are four fmall chinks widening 
outward. 


When 
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When this building was firft taken notice of, it was ufed as a 
barn, and covered with a modern roof, this has fincc been taken 
off, and it now forms a very ftriking ornament to the garden. 

The door feen in this view is evidently of more modern date 
than the oldeft part of the parifli church, which fliews it has been 
repaired fince the ere&ion of that building, probably for a chapel 
to the manfion. 

Mr. Windham has given two views, and a delcription of this 
ruin in the Archialogia, from whence many particulars of this 
account are taken. 

The following ingenious letter was communicated by the Rev. 
Mr. Philip Griffin, F. S. A. reftor of Warnford, the parifli 
wherein this ruin ftands, it was accompanied with an accurate 
delineation of the infeription, which is exaflly copied in the plate 
given in the preceding part of the defeription. 

S I R, 

In the Supplement to Captain Grofe’s Antiquities, is publifhed 
an account of a ruin at Warnford in Hampfhire, the property of 
the earl of Clanricarde, under the denomination of King John's 
Houfe. For many particulars in that account the Captain ac- 
knowledges himfelf to be obliged to my friend Mr. Wyndham, to 
whom I think the public are much indebted for his publication 
of the views, and account of this ruin, which appeared in the 
5th volume of the Archteologia of our Society of Antiquaries. 

At your requeft I promifed to fend you a true copy of the in- 
feriptions remaining on the prefent church at Warnford, which I 
believe as yet have not been accurately publifhed ; and alfo my 
opinion of the ruin which is very different from any thing yet 
publifhed on it. 

I enclose the inferiptions as accurately as I could copy them 
from the engraved ftones at the church ; and which I fuppofe arc 
to be read as follows : 
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I. 


II. 


Fratres orate : 

Prece veflra : fanflificate : 
Templi Fattores : 


Adam : de Portu : 
Benedicat : Solis : ab ortu : 
Gens : Cruce : Signata : 


Seniores : ac Juniores : R vavit Per : quern me : Turn fic : renovata 
Wlfrit : f undavit : 

Bonus Adam : fic : reno : 

That Wilfrit archbifhop of York, converted this country to 
Chriflianity is a fa£l fo well fupported by hiflory as to be undeni- 
able. That he was the founder of Warnford Church, I do not 
doubt; but that the ruin in the earl of Clanricarde’s garden, ever 
was that church, I cannot believe ; nor indeed that it ever was a 
church at all. 

The infcriptions on the prefent church leave me no room to 
doubt whether Adam rebuilt on Wilfrit’s foundation, if I had 
nothing elfe to confirm me in that opinion. But the prefent 
church is annexed to a tower of a more ancient flyle of architec- 
ture than the church itfelf : I think it is very vifible that the pre- 
fent church is wider by about three feet on each fide of the tower 
than the former one. A flone ledge remains annexed to the tower 
on the infide of the church, and confiderably lower than the pre- 
fent roof, on which I have no doubt the roof of the more ancient 
church refled. The mafonry of the tower is very fuperior to that 
of the church : the round arch is found in the tower ; the pointed 
arch invariably in the church. The boundaries of the prefent 
church-yard do not include the ruin, which I think would have 
been the cafe if it flood on ground once confecrated ; and it can- 
not be fuppofed that fuch a man as Wilfrit, and in the age that 
he lived, would have been deficient in confecrating. 

From all the above mentioned circumflances, I am of opinion 
that the church of Wilfrit was on the fame fite as the prefent 
church, and therefore that the ruin was not the church built by 


Wilfrit. 


It 
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It may be alked then, what was the ruin ? Perhaps it may not 
be poffible at this time to prove what it was : but I conjecture it 
was the manor-houfe, and the chief room remaining in it was 
probably the great hall. 

Hugh de Port, the proprietor of this manor in the time 
of William I. held fifty-five lordfhips in this and the adjoining 
counties ; he became a monk at Winton in MXCVI. 

Henry de Port his fon fucceeded him and was founder of 
Shireburne priory in Hamplhire. This Henry gave lands in 
Warnford to the priory of Montacute in Somefetfhire, and was 
fucceeded by 

John de Port the father of Adam. 

Adam de Port in the year 1172, fays, Hoveden, Calumniatus 
fuit de Proditione Regis et quia ipfe ad fummonitionem Regis 
flare Judicio noluit exlegatus eft ab Anglia. He was reftored 
again to his rights, on paying one thoufand marks to the king 
about the year 1180, as a fine for his own lands, his wife’s in 
Normandy, and that the king might remit his anger, and accept 
of his homage ; as appears from the great roll in the pipe office, 
de anno 26 Henry II. rot. 10. Gudhantificira. 

Lord Littleton’s Life of Hen ry. 

This Adam married Mabil de Aureval, daughter of Reginald 
de Aureval, by his wife Muriel de St. John, daughter of Roger 
de St. John, by his wife Cecilia, daughter of Robert de Hay, the 
founder of the priory of Boxgrave in Suffex. 

William de Port the fon of Adam took his maternal grand- 
mother’s name, and figned himfelf William de St. John, Filius 6c 
Hasres Adae de Port: and in the 15th of King John gave five 
hundred marks to the king for livery of all the lands of Adam de 
Port, his father : and in the 16th and 17th of King John he exe- 
cuted the office of fherift for the county of Southampton. 1 10m 
this William de St. John of Bafing, are defcended the families of 
St. John of Bletfoe and Bolinbroke ; and alfo the family of 

Faumon in Glamorganfhire, are defcended from one common 

anceftor 
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anceftor John de St. John, who came in with William the 

Norman. 

The ruin then at Warnford was probably a manfion of Wil- 
liam de St. John, fon and heir of Adam de Port, or fome of his 
defendants, and was St. John’s Houfe not King John’s. I am in- 
duced to believe this as it is marked in old maps of the year 1610, 
as a ruinated place: and in ftill older writings of the earl of Clan- 
ricarde it is called the old houfe. 

Place, I apprehend, in the old maps, means palatium, the 
manfion of a confiderable perfon ; and the manor-houfe in the 
adjoining manor, is ftill called Hall Place. 

The ruin, no doubt, for fome reafon now unknown, might 
have taken its name from King John ; though it was the property 
of William de St. John : yet I think it more probable, that it was 
a manfion of the St. Johns, and called St. John’s houfe; but as 
they have polled nothing here for fome centuries, their name was 
eafily exchanged for that of King John. 

If you think any thing in the above account worth the atten- 
tion of Capt. Grofe, it is at his fervice ; and I am, 

S I R, 

Your very humble Servant, 

Warnford, T , 

March to, 1784. PHILIP (jrRIFFIN. 

This view, which fhews the fouth afpect, was drawn anno 1779. 
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NETLEY ABBEY. ( Plate I. ) 

NeCTELEYE, Letteley, Netlcy, Edwardflow, or Dc Loco 
San&i Edwardi juxta Southampton, is plcafantly fituatcd, in the 
parifh of Hound, on the eaftern banks of the Southampton river, 
about two miles below that town. 

According to Godwin and Leland, it was founded by Peter 
de Rupibus, who died in 1238; but both Dugdalc and Tanner 
attribute it to King Plenry III. “ who,” fays the latter, “ anno 
Domini 1239, founded an abbey for Ciftcrtian monks from Beau- 
lieu, and commended it to St. Mary and St. Edward. About the 
time of the diffolution here was an abbot and twelve monks, 
whofe poffeflions were then valued, according to Dugdale, at 
iool. -12s. 8d. but according to Speed, at 160I. 2s. and 9d. The 
fite was granted by King Henry VIII. to Sir William Paulet.” 

About the middle of the fixteenth century, it was the feat of 
the earl of Hertford ; and afterwards was fitted up and inhabited 
by an earl of Huntingdon, who, as tradition fays, converted part 
of the chapel into a kitchen and other offices ; ftill referving the 
caff end for facred ufes. 

In the year 1700, it came into the pofl'efiion of Sir Bartlet 
Lucy, who fold the materials of the chapel to one Taylor, a 
carpenter, of Southampton, who took off the roof, which till 
that time was entire. 

Of the fate of this carpenter, Brown Willis, in his Hiflory of 
Mitred Abbies, tells the following fuperftitious ftory, which he 
fays was generally known and believed in the neighbourhood, 
and could be atteffed by diverfe credible witneffes. 

“ During the time he was in treaty with Sir Bartlet, lie was 
greatly difturbed by frightful dreams and, as fomc fay, appari- 
tions ; particularly by that of a perfon in the habit of a monk, 
who threatened him with great mifehief if he pcrfiflcd in his 
purpofe. One night, in particular, lie dreamed a large flonc fiom 
one of the windows fell upon him and killed him; this fo teni- 
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fied him, that lie communicated thefe difturbances to a particular 
friend, who advifcd him to defift ; but avarice, and the contrary- 
advice of other friends, getting the better of his fears, he con- 
cluded the bargain ; when attempting to take out fome Hones 
from the bottom of the weft wall, the whole body of a window 
fell down upon him, and crufhed him to death. 

It afterwards belonged to Henry Cliff, Efq ; who fold it to 
Mr. Dummer, in whole family it remains. 

Part of the chapel is ftill (landing, which was built in the 
form of a crofs ; and, though greatly defaced, ftill (hews it was 
once an elegant building. There are likewife remains of the re- 
fedlory and kitchen : the whole is fo overgrown with ivy, and 
interfperfed with trees, as to form a feene infpiring the moft 
pleafing melancholy. 

In the great tower are fcveral of the ribs of arches, radiating 
from what was once the center of its deling, thefe dripped of the 
ftones which formerly intervened, form a kind of piclurefque 
(keleton. In. this tower are carved in done feveral fhields, charged' 
with armorial bearings : among them, a pelican vulning its bread 
a pheon’s head ; and a fefs dancette between five pallets, two, 
two, and one. Here are alfo the remains of a final! ftair-cafe, 
formerly leading to the top. A fmall adjacent room feems to have 
been appropriated to the keeping of holy water, there being feveral 
niches having cavities for the reception of the bafons. There is. 
much brick work in the different buildings of this monaftery. 

At fome diftance from the ruins there are vifible large 
mounds, formerly ferving as heads to fiftiponds, and refervoirs 
for water, that of the river being fait. A few paces to the north- 
ward, and nearer to the river, (lands a fmall ruined caftle, of 
which I can find no account ; but by its conftruftion, it feems 
of much later date than the abbey. This view was taken in the 
year ij 61. 
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( PLATE II. ) 

This plate prefents a general view of thefe extenfive ruins, as 
they appear when viewed from an eminence at a fmall diftancc to 
the fouth-eaft ; the water feen towards the left hand is the South- 
ampton river. 

The great care taken by Mr. Dummer for the prefervation of 
the remains of this venerable pile, claims the acknowledgments of 
every lover of antiquities ; and both reflects an honour on his 
tafte, and exhibits an example worthy the imitation of all poffef- 
fors of fuch buildings, many of whom too inconfiderately fuffer 
their flewards or tenants to demolifh them for the fake of the 
materials, not reflc6ting that they thereby deprive their eftates of 
very ftriking ornaments ; ornaments which, in other countries, 
are pveferved with the utmoft attention ; and that without any 
material .benefit, as the coft of the demolition generally amounts 
to nearly the value of the materials fo gained. The gentleman 
above named has not only preferved thefe, by inclofing them with 
a wall, but, by a judicious management of the trees, which have 
fpontaneoufly fprung up among the mouldering walls, has greatly 
improved the beauty and folemnity of the feene, hereby rendered 
as well worthy vifiting, as any obje6l of that kind in Great Bri- 
tain. This drawing was made anno 1760. 

The ABBOT’S KITCHEN, at NETLEY ABBEY. 

Th IS view exhibits the infide of what is called the Abbots 
Kitchen, in Netley Abbey ; but from the ftyle of the mouldings 
about the chimney-piece, which feem more modern than the othei 
parts of the building, it was, more probably, the kitchen faid to 
have been made by the marquis of Huntingdon. The hole feen 
on the right hand was, in all likelihood, a vault ; accoiding to 
the vulgar opinion, it is deemed a fubterraneous paliage, foimeil) 

leading to the neighbouring caflle, and is always pointed out ao 

fuch 
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fuch by the perfon who Ihews the ruins. This view was drawn 
anno one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-two. 

ODIAM CASTLE. 

This caftle is fituated on a fmall eminence, about a mile to 
the northward of the town of that name, and about fixty yards 
call of the river. When or by whom it was built does not ap- 
pear. In the reign of King John, it belonged, with the town, to 
the bifhop of Winchefter. 

Anno 1299, 27 Edward I. as may be feen in Rymer’s Foedera, 
the caftle with the town of Odiam, the park and hundred, were 
fettled on Queen Margaret, in part of her dower, they were then 
valued at 60I. 

In the reign of Edward III. as appears from a manufeript ca- 
talogue of the records of the tower, made by Vincent the herald, 
now in the library of the college of arms, the caftle, manor, and 
liberty were leafed to Sir B. Brocas for 5I. per annum ; the fame 
MS. fays they were granted by Henry IV. to the Lord Beaumont 
for life. 

A MS. in the Harleian Colle&ion, marked No. 433, containing 
the grants in the ift of Richard III. there is an entry of the ap- 
pointment of Richard Hanfard to the office of conftable and 
porter of this caftle, parker and warrener of the lordfhip, with 
the ftewardfhip ot the fame for the term of his life, with the ac- 
cuftomed wages and fees. 

In the 3 2d of Henry VI. the caftle, lordfhip, manor and hun- 
dred of Odiam, in the county of Southampton was granted to 
Queen Margaret for life, among many other towns, caftles and 
manors. 

Matthew Paris mentions a gallant defence made here, i 
anno 1216, by only three officers and ten foldiers, againft a French 
army, furnifhed with the warlike machines of thofe times, necef- , 
iary lor lieges, and commanded by Lewis the dauphin of France. 
Such was the bravery of this little garrifon, that, on the third 

day, 


day, when the French began to batter it furioufly, the three offi- 
cers and as many private men fallied out, and feizing the like 
number of officers and men belonging to the enemy, returned fafe 
into the caftle. After a fiege of fifteen days, they furrendered it 
to the dauphin, on condition of retaining their freedom, with 
their horfes and arms, and marched out without having loll a 
man, to the great admiration of the French. 

This caftle is likewife memorable for being the place of con- 
finement of David Bruce, king of Scotland, who was taken pri- 
foner by John. Copeland, governor of Roxborough caftle, in a 
battle fought at Nevil’s-crofs, near Durham, Odtober 17, 1346, 
where the Englifh army was commanded by Philippa, queen of 
Edward III. After remaining here eleven years, he was relcafcd 
on given hoftages for the payment of a ranfom of one hundred 
thoufand marks. 

In 1761, when this drawing was made, nothing remained but 
the keep, which is an octagonal building, the north-weft fide 
nearly demolifhed. There are the traces of fomc ditches, but no 
walls, or other, ruins, fufficient to point out its ancient fhape or 
extent, when entire. 

PORTCHESTER CASTLE. 

PoRTC PI ESTER caftle takes its name from the village 
wherein it ftands, which is five miles north-weft of Portfmouth. 
It was once a town of note, then called Caei'-Peris. Stow, from 
Roufe, fays it was built by Gurgunftus, fon of Beline, who lived 
three hundred and feventy-five years before Chrift ; it was like- 
wife, according to tradition, the place where Vefpafian landed : it 
had then a famous harbour ; but the fea retiring, the inhabitants 
left the’ place and removed to the ifland of Portfey. Bodi the 
founder, and the time when this caftle was built, aic unknown ; 
but it is univerfally acknowledged to be of great antiquity. 

The caftle is a fquarc, whofe internal fide is four hum ed and 
forty feet ; its area contains four acres, four chains, and ieven perches. 
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The walls are fix feet thick and about fifteen high, having in 
many places a paffage round them, covered with a parapet. It 
has eighteen towers of various fhapes and magnitudes, including 
thofe of the keep, and is furrounded on the north, weft, and fouth 
fides, by a ditch of different breadths, fifteen feet deep ; on the eaft, 
it has been filled up by the fea. The entrance is on the weft fide, 
through a gate, thirty feet deep and fourteen wide, under a fquare 
tower. On the infide, over the gate, are two projetfting figures, 
fomewhat refembling Egyptian fphinxes. In the eaft wall, di- 
redlly oppofite this gate, is another of like dimenfions. There 
are likewife two fally-ports. 

The keep encompaffes a parallelogram of fixty-five by one 
hundred and fifteen feet. It has four towers, three of them 
ftanding on the outfide wall ; one of which, much larger than the 
reft, forms the north-weft angle of the fquare ; the fourth ftands 
at the fouth-eaft corner of this building. Here are many rooms, 
feveral very large, and fome arched with ftone ; among them, one 
which appears to have been a chapel. The entrance is through 
a gate, on the fouth fide, only eight feet wide. Several of thefe 
towers, as well as part of the walls, are now in ruins. 

Towards the fouth-eaft part of the area of the fquare ftands 
St. Mary’s, or the parifii church of Portchefter. Here King 
Henry I. in the year 1133, founded a priory of canons of the 
order of St. Auguftine, which was not long after removed to 
Southwicke, where it continued till the diffolution, when it was 
valued at 257I. 4s. 4d. per annum, according to both Dugdale 
and Speed. The fite was granted, the 30th of Henry VIII. 
to John White. The living of Portchefter is a vicarage, of which 
the king is patron ; and, according to Edlon, it is difcharged. The 
clear yearly value is eftimated at 30]. per annum, and the yearly 
tenths are 12s. 

This church has manifeft marks of great antiquity ; and by a 
moulding on the fouth fide of the tower, formerly ferving to 
cover the extremity of the roof, it appears it had once a fouth 
aifle, anfwering to that now ftanding on the north, which com- 
pleted 
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pleted the form of the crofs. The caft end has been likewife re- 
built, as is vifiblc by a fimilar circumftance, whicli (liews it was 
formerly of the fame height as the weft part of the body of the 
church. The arches over the doors and windows of the ancient 
part are all circular, and at the weft end are richly decorated with 
thofe indented ornaments which charaCterife the ftyle of Saxon 
architecture. It was laft repaired in the year 1710, by Queen 
Anne. In it is a curious font ; and alfo the monument of Sir 
Thomas Cornwallis, knight, groom-porter to Queen Elizabeth 
and King James I. The arms of that queen are carved under 
a great window' in the keep. 

In the Rolls of Parliament, 18 Edward I. A. D. 1290, a com- 
plaint is exhibited againft Henry Hufe, conftable of the king’s 
caftle of Portchefter, reciting, that John bifliop of Winchefter 
being abfent in foreign parts on the king’s fervice, and all his pof- 
feftions being in the king’s protection, he the Paid Henry with his 
armed men, forefters, and others unknown, hunted at their 
pleafure in the free chafe of the faid bilhop. 

Anno 1299, 27 Edward 1 . the caftle and town of Portchefter 
with the foreft, then valued at 1 61 . 13s. were fettled on Queen 
Margaret as part of her dower. Among the petitions in the Rolls 
of Parliament of uncertain date, there is one to Edward III. 
iliewing that on the :5th of Edward II. diverfe of the common- 
ality of Southampton were imprifoned in this caftle by order of 
the king, until they had Iworn they would make no fuit againft 
Robert Batail of Winchelfea, the king’s admiral, and other per- 
fons of the Cinque Ports, who had burned and plundered their 
(hips, under pretence that the inhabitants of Southampton were 
partizans of the earl of Lancafter, for which outrage they prayed 
redrefs. The anfvvcr was that every one aggrieved might have a 
writ of trefpafs. 

It appears from a certificate of difeharges, for the abbot oi 
Glaftonbury, extraCted from the regifter of that houle, fol. 12! 
and 129, that in the 12th of Edward III. John Ilacket, lieutenant 

of the earl of Arundel was conftable of this caftle, for the defence 

of 
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0 f which, and the guard of Portfmouth, the abbot was bound to 
find three men at arms for his lands in Wiltlhire, and one for 
thofe in Berks. 

In the 4th of Edward IV. anno 1464, in the Rolls of Parlia- 
ment, the conftablefhip of this caftle appears to have been granted 
by letters patent of that king, together with the wages and fees 
thereof, to John earl of Worcefter. 

In a MS. No. 433, of the Harleian Colle&ion, containing 
grants made in the reign of Edward V. and Richard III. there are 
the following entries. 

William Uvedale, Efq; the keeping of the caftle and tower 
of Portchefter, Portfmouth, and the adjacent country, with the 
fupervifion and governemnt of the town of Portfmouth and the 
places there belonging to the king. 

To Will. Merfelde, of the keeping of the caftelle of Porcheftre, 
and of the forrefte and warren there, and to be fupervifore and 
governere of the town of Portfmouth for time of lyfe. 

The caftle formerly belonged to the family of the Nortons, 
and afterwards to that of the Whiteheads, w r ho conveyed it to 
Alexander, father of Robert Thiftlethwaite, Efq; the prefent pro- 
prietor. 

In the laft and two preceding wars it was rented by the govern- 
ment, for the keeping of the Spanifh and French prifoners. Of 
the latter there were, in the year 1761, upwards of four thoufand 
confined in this place. This occafioned feveral temporary build- 
ings and conveniences to be ere<fted; the pulling of thefe down, 
together with the breaches made by the prifoners in attempting 
to efcape, has not a little co-operated with time in his depreda- 
tions on this ancient ftru&ure. This view, reprefenting the out- 
fide of the keep, w r as drawn in the year 1761. 
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SOMERFORD GRANGE. 

SoMERFORD Grange ftands about two miles eaft of Chrift 
Church, and was formerly a farm or grange of the monaftcry of 
that name ; at the diffolution it was, with the manor, granted to 
John Draper the lad prior. It confifts of a ruined brick houfe, 
apparently not older than the reign of Charles I. but probably 
erected on the fite of a more ancient building. At the eaft end of 
this houfe is an antique chapel, which by the initials J. D. cut on 
a fquare (lone window block, feems as if it was built or repaired 
by John Draper the prior above-mentioned ; the roof of this 
chapel is handfomely arched with wood : the building itfelf is of 
(lone j in it is a place for keeping the holy water. 

Here are alfo feveral large filh ponds, whence the priory was 
formerly fupplied with fifh. 

These buildings with the lands appertaining, are the property 
of Guftavus Brander, Efq. This view was drawn anno 1777. 

THE WATER GATE, SOUTHAMPTON. 

SOUTHAMPTON is fituated between the rivers Tefe or 
Anton, and Aires or Itching, in the fouth-weft part of the county 
to which it gives its name; the prelent town rofe like a phoenix 
out of the allies of the old one, which Hood fomewhat more to 
the eaft, nearer the river Itching, and on or about the fite of the 
Roman colony called Claufentum. It was deftroyed by I'rcnch, 
or, as fome fay, Genoefe pirates, anno 1338, being the 12th of 
Edward III. during the conteft for the crown of France between 
that monarch and Philip de Valois. Stow in his annals gives the 
following particulars of that tranfaclion. 

“ The 4th of G&ober, fiftie gallies, well manned and furnilhed, 
came to Southampton, about nine of the clocke, and facked the 
tovvne, the townfmen running away for feare : by the breakc of 
the next day, they which fled, by the help of the countiey thcie- 
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about, came again ft the pyrates, and fought with them ; in the 
which fkirmifh were fiaine to the number of three hundred 
pyrates, together with their captaine, a young foldiour, the kinge 
of Sicilis fonne. To this young man, the French king had given 
whatfoever he got in the kingdome of England : but he being 
beaten downe by a certaine man of the countrey, cryed Rancon ; 
notwithftanding the hufbandman laid him on with his clubbe, 
till he had Ilaine him, fpeaking thefe words : Yea (quoth he) I 
know well enough thou art a Francon, and therefore fhalt thou 
dye : for he underftood not his fpeech, neither had he any {kill 
to take gentlemen prifoners, and to keep them for their raunfome; 
wherefore the refidue of thofe Gennowayes, after they had fet the 
town a fire and burned it up quite, fledde to their galleyes ; and, 
in their flying, certain of them were drowned ; and after this the 
inhabitants of the town compaffed it about with a frrong and 
great wall.” 

The new' town was probably in fome forwardnefs by the next 
year, for, according to the Rolls of Parliament, it was in the 
13th of Edward III. ordered to be fortified under the direction of 
the warden or governor Sir Richard Talbot, the charge to be le- 
vied on the neighbours and inhabitants, which probably amounted 
to a confiderable fum, as in the fiftieth of the faid reign ; the in- 
habitants were unable to pay their fee farm rent, occafioned as 
they declared from the very great expence they had been at in 
fortifications. They farther befought the king to fend them men 
to defend the place. Among the precautions for the defence of 
the town, anno 1339, 13 Edward III. mentioned in the Rolls of 
Parliament, were thefe, item, that the bifliop of Wincheller, the 
prior of St. Swithin, and the abbot of Hyde at Winchefter, have 
notice to draw forth their people, well armed and arrayed to their 
manors, neighbouring to the town of Southampton, fo that they 
may be ready to enter and defend it if any danger fhould arifc : 
alfo that the efpringals, engines, crofs-bow r es, acketons, launces, 
pavaches, blafouns, targets, puckernels, iron and lead, to be de- 
livered to the warden, by indenture. To the fortifications made 
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in tliis reign, which confifted of an embattled wall, built with 

large ftones and flanked with towers; Richard II. added a ftroiw 

. 

caftle, for the protection of the harbour. 

Tiie gate here reprefented was, molt: probably, built about the 
fame time as the walls. It is a folid embattled building, garni Hied 
with machicolations, feveral of which are likewife to be feen on 
the adjoining wall and neighbouring tower. It takes its deno- 
mination from its vicinity to the quay on the river Tefe or Anton, 
commonly called Southanipton-water. 

An account of the fituation of the old town, and a very cir- 
cumflantial defeription of the ftate of the new one, about the 
time of Henry VIII. is thus given by Leland, in his Itinerary. 

“ The town of Old Hampton, a celebrated thing for liH'char 
men, and fome merchauntes, ftoode a quarter of a mile, or ther 
above, from New Hampton, by north-eft, and ftreachyd to the 
haven fyde. The plotte whereyn it ftoode berith now good corne 
and grefle, and is namyid S. Maryfeld, by the chirch of St. Mary 
ftonding hard by it. 

Sum men, yet alyve, have feene dyvers houfes (cfpecially up 
into the land of Old Hampton) wythyn the feld felf now caullyd 
St. Maryfeld. Some thinke that the greate fuburbe (Handing a 
little without the eft gate of New Hampton, and joining to 
S. Mariefeld) was part of Old Ilamptoun. Ther is a chapel of 
St. Nicolas, a poore and fmaull thing, yet ftonding, at the eft ende 
of St. Marie chirch, in the great ccmiterie, wher conftant fame is 
the old paroch chirch of Old Hampton ftoode. One told me tlieie, 
that the littlenefs of this chirch was the caule ot the election of 
the great chirch of Our Lady, there now ftonding by this occa- 
fion. One Matilde, queen of England, afkid what it ment, that 
a great number of people walkvd about the chirch of St. Nicho- 
las ; and one anfweryd, it is for lak of rome in the clinch. 1 hen 
file ex voto promifid to make ther a new ; and this was the ori- 
ginate of St. Marie chirch. Tliys queene, Matilde, or fome other 
good perfons following, had thought to have made thys a col- 
legiate chirch ; but this purpofe fuccecdid not fully, yet neiei 
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thelefs, St. Marie chirch at thys day, in token of the auncientnefie 
of Ould Hampton, is mother chirch to all the chirches in New 
Hampton ; and yn teftimonie of thys, the commune fepulture 
of New Hampton ys in the cemiterie of St. Marie chyrch ; and 
there be many fair titmbes of marble of marchauntes of New 
Hampton burycd in the chirch of S. Marie, as yn ther mother 
and principal chirch. 

Ther is on the fouth fide of the cemeteri a fair manfion place 
of ftone, longging to the perfon of St. Marie’s. 

The old town of Hampton was brent in time of wan e, fpoyled 
and rafy'd by French pyrates. This was the caufe that the in- 
habitants there tranflatid themfelf to a more commodious place, 
and began with the kings licens and helpe to builde New Hamp- 
ton, and to waulle yt, yn defence of the enemies. 

Ther be yn the fai and right flronge waulle of New Hamp- 
ton thefe gates : firft, barre gate, by north, large and welle em- 
battelid. In the upper parte of thys gate, is domus civica ; and 
undernethe is the toun prifon. Ther is a greate fuburbe without 
Inis gate, and ther is a great double dike, welle waterid on eche 
hand without it ; and lo four tourres in the waulle (whereof the 
3 as a corner towre, is very faire and flronge) to the eft gate. 

The eft gate is flronge, but nothing fo large as the barre 
gate. Tner is a fuburbe withoute this gate; and St. Marie’s the 
mother chyrche of New Hampton, ftondith yn it. Ther be vj 
fail tourres in the walle, betwixt the eft gate and the fouth gate ; 
and loke as the town without. The waulle is double dichid, from 
the caftelle to barre gate : and fo to eft gate, fo it is from eft gate 
almoft even to fouth gate. The fouth gate ftondith not even ful 
fouth, but iouth-eft ; and ther is joined to it a caftelet, welle or- 
dinauncid to bete that quarter of the haven. 

There is another meane gate, a little more fouth, caullid 
Goddefhoufc gate, of an hofpital yoinid to it ; and not far beyond 
it is a fair gate, caullid the Watergate, without the which is (a 
fail fquaie) key, forfid with piles into the haven-water, for fhipps 
to icfoit to. ] hen a 3 towrres to the weft gate. The weft gate 
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is ftrong, and even without it is a large key for fhippes, as thcr 
is without the water gate. Ther be two gates befide, whereof 
one is a pofterne, and the other is by the caftelle. 

The glorie of the caftelle is yn the dungeon, that is both large, 
fair and very ftronge, both by worke and the fite of it. 

Ther be five paroche chirches witliyn the town of Hampton. 
The Holie Rood chirch ftondith yn the chief ftrete of the town. 

Ther was a college of grey frercs in the fouth-cft part of the 
toune, touching to the toun walle, betwixt the eft and the fouth- 
eft gates. 

Ther is an hofpitale yn the toun, toward the fouth, caullyd 
Goddeflioufe, wlieryn is a chapelle, dedicated to Sayndl Juliane, 
the bifliop ; thys hofpitale was foundyd by two merchauntes, 
beying brethren, whereof the one was caully’d Gervafius, and the 
other Protofius ; of the faynts day, by lykelyhode, that they were 
borne on : thcfe two brethren, as I ther lerned, dwellyd yn the 
very place where the hofpitale is now, at fuch time as old Hamp- 
ton was brent by pyrates ; thefe two brethren, for Goddes fake, 
caufe their lioufe to be turnid to an hofpitale for poore folkes, and 
endowed it with fome landes. I redde in an old regiftre of Wyn- 
chefter, wher names of abbays, priories and hofpitales, that were 
of the patronage of the bilhop of Wynchefter were named, emong 
the which was Hofpitales five domus Dei de Hampton. I take it 
this, that fum bifhop of Wynchefter renewid the old fundation, 
adjedling more landes, and fo had the patronage. Syns, by the 
requeft of a quene, it was impropriate to the Quencs College yn 
Oxforde. They maynteyn the hofpitale, and take the refidew of 
the profites. 

Ther be 3 principal ftreates in Hampton, whereof that that 
goeth from the barre gate to water gate, is one of the fayreft 
ftreates that ys yn any town of al England, and it is welle buildid, 
for timbre building; there ys a fair houfe buildid in the midule 
of this ftreat, for accomptes to be made yn. Ther cummith 
frefch water into Hampton, by a conduct of leade, and there he 
certen caftelletes onto this conduft withyn the town. 
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Ther be many very fair marchauntes houfes in Hampton; 
but the chcfeft is the houfe that Huttoft, late cuftumer of Hamp- 
ton, builded in the weft fide of the toun. 

The houfe that Mafter Lightfter, chief barne of the kings ef- 
cheker, dwellyth yn, is very fair ; the houfe that Mafter Mylles, 
the recorder, dwellyth yn, is fair, and fo be the houfes of Nico- 
Iine and Guidote Italianes.” This drawing was made in 1772. 

The EAST GATE, SOUTHAMPTON. 

This gate was moft probably built at the fame time as the 
walls of the town, that is, about the year 1339, being the 13th 
of King Edward III. as has been mentioned in the defeription of 
the water gate. 

It is extremely remarkable for the Angularity of its form, and 
not much lefs fo, for the abfurdity of its conftru&ion, confidered 
as the gate of a fortified town ; for though great care was taken 
to give it fufficient folidity to refill the efforts of an enemy, its 
projecting buttreffes kindly extend themfelves, fo as to form a fa fe 
lodgment for a confiderable number of afi'ailants, covered from 
the fight of the adjoining tower, and liable to no other annoyance, 
than what might be given from the oillets or loop-holes, and the 
machicolations of the gate, and yet this was erefted for the de- 
fence of the town, foon after it had been burned and plundered. 
Examined in a civil light it is hardly lefs exceptionable, being 
narrow, dark and inconvenient. Since the publication of the firlt 
edition of this work, it has been taken down by order of the cor- 
poration. This drawing was made anno 1772. 
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The SOUTH GATE and TOWER, SOUTHAMPTON. 

THIS view reprefents the fouth gate of the town, ufed for the 
houfe of correction ; alfo the building now called the tower, men- 
tioned by Leland in his account of Southampton, quoted in the 
defcription of the water gate, under the appellation of the caftelet, 
on it, in his time, guns were mounted for the defence of the har- 
bour. It is faid to have been built by King Henry VIII. in the 
year 1542. At prefent it is converted into a prifon for felons, 
formerly kept in the bar gate. For this purpofe thofe fmall fheds, 
adjoining to the tower, have been run up fince the year 1761. 
On the fore-ground is feen a fmall platform, on which is a gun, 
mounted on an uncommon carriage, faid to be prefented to the 
town by King Henry VIII. Towards the left, is (hewn part of 
the quay ; and on the right, fome diftant towers of the eaft wall. 
This drawing was made anno 1772. 


TICHFIELD HOUSE. 

Th IS houfe is pleafantly fituated near the weftern banks of 

the Tichfield river, on the fpot where formerly flood an abbey of 

the Premonftratenfian canons, built anno 1231, by Peter de Ru- 

pibus, or de la Roche, bifhop of Winchefter, who obtained this 

manor of King Henry III. It was dedicated to the honour of 

the Blefled Virgin Mary. At the fuppreflion it had an abbot and 

twelve canons, endowed according to Dugdale, with 249I. 16s. id. 

per annum? Speed makes it 280I. 19s. lid. It was granted the 

29th of Henry VIII. to Sir Thomas Wriothefeley, fecietaiy of 

ftate to that king, who, as it appears from Leland s Itineraiy, on 

the fite, and probably with the materials of the monaftery, eieCled 

this manfion. His words are, “ Mr. Wriothefeley hath builded a 

right ftately houfe, embateld, and having a goodeley gate, and a 

conduCle caftelid in the middle of the court of it, yn the ' ei 7 
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fame place wher the late monafterie of Premonftratenfes ftoode, 
caully’d Tichefelde.” 

Sir Thomas was afterwards created, by Henry VIII. Lord 
Wriothefley of Tichfield j which barony, with the eftate, defcended 
to his fucceflors the earls of Southampton, who made it their 
principal feat. Thomas the laft earl, dying without a male heir, 
this manor and houfc went with one of his daughters to Edmund 
the firft earl of Gainfborough ; whole fon leaving no ifiue, it de- 
volved to one of his daughters ; Ihe marrying the duke of Beau- 
ford carried it into that family ; and it was by the laft duke fold 
to Mr. Delmea, father of the prefent proprietor. 

This, when an abbey, is faid by Stowe, to be the place where 
the maniage of King Henry VI. was folemnized with Margaret 
of Anjou •, but molt hiftorians lay the fcene of that ceremonial 
elfewherc: fome (among whom is Hall) at Southwick, and others 
at Tours ; but as at the laft mentioned it was only performed by 
proxy, a fecond folemnization would be necefi'ary. 

At this houfe King Charles I. was concealed in his flight from 
Hampton Court in 1647 ; it was then one of the feats of the earl 
of Southampton, where his mother lived with a fmall family : 
here he was met by Colonel Hammond, who was fetched by Sir 
John Berkley, and Afhburnham, and from hence they fet out to- 
gether for the ille of Wight. It is remarkable that Hammond 
had the precaution to bring with him Bafket, the governor of 
Cowes caftle, and a file of mufqueteers. 

Great part of this manfion has either fallen, or been taken 
down ; but the entrance or gateway, with the hall and feveral 
other rooms, are ftill Handing, and at times inhabited by the 
owner : there likewife remain fome very handfome ftables. TJ»ii$ 
drawing was taken in the year 1761. 
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The CHAPEL of TICHFIELD HOUSE. 

Several perfons of approved taHe, and eminent for their 
knowledge in antiquarian refearches, having pointed out the re- 
mains of the chapel and great hall of this manfion, as fubjetts 
worthy of notice ; the firfl of them is here prefented to the pub- 
lick : concerning its hiftory very little information could be pro- 
cured, at leafl fuch as might be depended upon, neither does 
tradition afcertain whether this was the chapel of the monaflery, 
or only that of the manfion erected out of its ruins. It is faid, 
that it was partly Handing within the memory of perfons now 
living, and was demolilhed for the fake of the materials. Its 
remains fhew it was an elegant, though not a very extenfive 
building. Since its defecration, it has been ufed as a dove-houfe. 
No traces of any fepulchral monuments are to be feen ; if there 
ever were any, they are now levelled and covered over with the 
rubbifh, by which the ground hereabouts feems to have been much 
raifed. This view was drawn anno 1782. 

The BISHOP of WINCHESTER’S HOUSE, 
Waltham. (Plate I.) 

Th I S ruin Hands a fmall diHance wefl of the town of Waltham. 
It was formerly one of the houfes of the bifhops of Winchefier, 
and probably procured to the town the appellation of Bifhops 
Waltham, fince fometimes corruptly called Bufii Waltham. The 
fite Hill belongs to that fee,* and is held by the prefent tenant 
under a leafe from the bifhop. 

Leland, in his Itinerary, fays of this place, “ here the bifhop 
of Winchefler had a right ample, and goodly mancr place, motid 
aboute and a praty brooke renning hard by it. 

This maner place hath beene of many bifhops building, moH 
part of the three partes of the bafe court was builded of bribe 
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and timbre of late date by bifhop Langton. This bifhop, as ap- 
pears in Godwin, died of the plague anno 1500. 

The refidew of the inner part of the houfe is al of Hone.” 
Camden, in whofe time it was {landing, calls it a {lately feat of 
the bifhops of Winchefter. 

This houfe was demolifhed during the troubles in the reign of 
King Charles I. at which time Walter Curie was bifhop of Win- 
cheiler, who fuffered likewife greatly in his private fortune, which 
was put under fequeftration, and he refilling to take the covenant, 
was not fuffered to compound. 

In 1761, when this view was taken, only part of the weft front, 
confuting of the outer walls, fome windows of the great hall and 
adjoining apartments, overgrown with ivy, and a broken tower, 
were {landing ; but feattered pieces of buildings, and half buried 
fragments of crofs walls, extended over a confiderable fpace. 
From a careful inveftigation of thefe, a gentleman, who refides in 
the neighbourhood, made out a ground plan, from which, and 
the traditions of fome ancient inhabitants, the following con- 
jectures of its ftate, when entire, are formed. 

Its area was in figure a right angled parallelogram, the four 
Tides nearly fronting the four cardinal points of the compafs ; its 
eaft and weft fides meafuring three hundred, and its north and 
fouth one hundred and eighty feet. 

It confided of two courts, of which the outer, or north court, 
was confiderably the largeft. The entrance was near the norther- 
moft end of the weft fide, through a gate feventeen feet wide, 
having on the left fide a porter’s lodge. Adjoining to this lodge 
was the fervants offices, which formed the north fide. On the 
weft was the kitchen, fcullery and brewhoufes. The eaft was 
occupied by the barns and ftables ; and on the fouth were offices 
and lodging rooms, with the gate leading to the fecond court. 

In the fecond, or inner court, on the weft fide, was a great 
hall, lighted by five large Gothic windows ; its length was fixty- 
fix feet, width twenty-feven, and height twenty -five feet. 
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At the fouth end of this room were niches for feats or 
ftatutes. Near this fpot was a double row of pilaikrs, now 
almoft covered with rubbifh, which feem to have fuj>|)ortcd fume 
arches. 

Opposite, on the eaft fide of the court, was a chapel of the 
fame dimenfions as the hall. The north fide had probably a 
cloifter, and over it lodging rooms, or a long gallery. 

The fouth fide was leemingly the body of the houfe ; the 
rooms it is faid were from twenty to twenty-two feet high. On 
the angles, made by the concurrence of this fide with thofe of 
the calf and weft, were two fquare towers, part only of one on 
the fouth-weft angle is remaining. It is feen in this view ; the 
other is entirely down. Each of its fides meafurcs feventeen feet 
within the walls. There is ftill to be feen the fire place of the 
ground floor; alfo thofe of the firft and fecoiul ftory. The 
height of the rooms in this tower was about fourteen lect. All 
the outfide walls are fix, and the inner walls four feet thick. 
Moft of them have been pulled down and carried away for the 
fake of the materials. 

On the weft fide ran a ditch twenty-five feet wide, between 
which and the wall was a walk. About forty feet weft of the 
ditch is a large pond, which is faid to have been formerly half a 


mile long, and a furlong broad. To the caft of the houle are 
large gardens, walled round with brick, and the remains of two 
lodges. Here was alfo a park, reported to have contained a 
thoufand acres, now converted into a farm. It is fuppofed, that 
the houfe was demolilhed by a battery planted again ft the call 
fide. The brook mentioned by Lcland is namclefs. It tiie-j in 
the lanes a little above the town, a. id empties itlc! f into the lei at 
Barfledon or Hamble. This view (hews the pond, and the v.eft 
afpe£t of the tower and hall. 
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( PLATE II.) 

This view reprefents the infide, or eaftern afpeft of the tower 
before-mentioned, alfo fome of the broken walls of the body of 
the ho ufe. 

Here died, September 27, anno 1404, aged eighty years, 
William of Wykeham, bifhop of Winchefter, fo famous for his 
fkill in architecture, to whofe dire6tion King Edward III. en- 
trufted the re-edification of Windfor Caftle. Tradition reports, 
that he added to, and greatly repaired this manfion, which is 
extremely probable, as the hiftory of his life fays, that, on his 
acceflion to the fee of Winchefter, he found all the lioufes and 
caftles belonging thereto much dilapidated ; and that he expended, 
in repairs and new buildings on the eftates of his bifhoprick, 
above twenty tlioufand marks. This houfe therefore, in all 
likelihood, was not neglected, being his favourite reftdence, and 
in the neighbourhood of Wykeham, the place of his birth. 

The ftews for keeping fifh for the ufe of the houfe, are ftill in 
being j and againft a wall near the ruins is fhewn an ancient 
pear tree, laid to have been planted by William of Wickham, it 
has lately been grafted, and anno 1780, produced burgamy pears, 
moftly of two pounds weight, and fome few weighing thirty" 
feven ounces. This drawing was made anno 1761. 

WOLVESLEY CASTLE. 

Wo LVESLE Y Caftle was a place belonging to the bifhops 
of Winchefter, fituated a fmall diftance fouth-eaft of the cathe- 
dral, on a pleafant fpot, watered by a branch of the river Itching, 
and by fome fuppofed to be that, where the Saxon kings held 
their refidence. Its appellation of Wolvelley is faid to be formed 
from the Wolphian kings and the word eye, fignifying the corner 
of a meadow. 

This' 

/ 
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This cattle was ere&ed A. D. 1138, by Henry de Blois, bifliop 
of Winchefter, brother to King Stephen, a great builder in thefe 
parts, its ruins lhew it was a ftru&ure of confiderablc extent, and 
from the known magnificence of its founder, demonftrated in his 
other ereftions, there is every reafon to believe it was alfo very 
elegant, though at prefent its remains fcarcely exhibit the leatt 
veftige of ornament, confifting inoftly of the inner, or groutwork 
part of the walls, (tripped of the fquared ftones with which they 
were faced, clearly evincing that the hand of man has contributed 
more to its demolition, than both the tooth of time and injuries 
of weather. 

Leland in his Itinerary deferibes it in the following words; 
“ Wolvefley Cattle is well towered and for the molt part watered 
about and Camden fays, it was very fpacious and furrounded 
with many towers. 

It remained entire till the civil wars in the reign of King 
Charles II. when it was plundered and demolilhed by the Parlia- 
mentary army, under Sir William Waller, who fold the lead and 
other faleable materials. The chapel efcaped the demolition, and 
is ftill remaining; from its ftile it feems more modern than the 
time of Henry de Blois. 

After the reftoration, anno 1684, Bifhop Morlcy laid out 
2300I. in erefting an epifcopal palace here, a very fmall diftance 
fouth of the former building, but dying before it was completed, 

he left by his will 500I. to finifh it. 

Through a gate eaftward of the cathedral there v. as a com- 
munication between it and the palace, this gate was lately, it not 
at prefent, (landing, on it were the arms and name of Bithop Fox. 
This view was drawn anno 1780. 
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The CHAPEL of WOLVESLEY CASTLE, 

WINCHESTER. 

T^HIS was the chapel of the ancient palace of the bifhops of 
Winchefter, called Wolvefley CaRle ; it is faid to be of more 
modern conRrucfion than that edifice, the time of its eredlion is 
unknown ; but pretty high up on the north fide, a little to the 
eaftward of the center buttrefs, there is carved in alto relievo, the 
head of a bifhop with his mitre, this moll probably was meant to 
reprefent the builder. That this chapel was part of the ancient 
Rrudture is evidently apparent; two circular arches in a ruined 
Rone wall with which it is connected, are feen over the roof of a 
modern filed built up againft it. 

This chapel meafures in length thirty- feven feet by thirty 
• broad, and is lighted by three windows on the fouth fide, and one 
on the eaR, but has neither painted glafs, ancient monuments, 
nor inferiptions ; if ever there were any of thefe articles, they in 
all likelihood did not elcape the fury and miftaken zeal of the 
demolifhers of the caftlc : and indeed the infide of this building 
feems to have undergone divers modern repairs, perhaps in con- 
fequence of fome depredations committed on it at that time ; 
among which is, being paved with black and white marble, done 
in all probability by Bifhop Morley, when he built the prefent 
palace, which has given occafion to the vulgar opinion, that this 
chapel was eredted by that prelate. Its communication with the 
palace is by a long gallery of fixty-eight feet by fixteen on the 
firft Rory ; out of which a door opens into a gallery, containing 
the epifcopal feat. 

This being the private chapel of the palace, divine fervice is 
not performed there except when the bifhop is refident. Many 
marriages have been folemnized here before the palling of the 
marriage adt. This view was drawn anno 1780. 


HERE- 


Dj..*culp< The Chapel of 'WoWefley CalUe, Hants. 

ruifUfhed St'Oci 5 y83.tr >C Hooper. 






\ 




I 






oor 



Chapter Houfe Hereford. 



( 231 ) 


HEREFORD. 


The CHAPTER HOUSE. 

Ve R Y little is known refpefting this once elegant building, 
which, from the evidence of its pointed arches, was built fince 
the re-edification of the church by Bifliop Robert de Lozing, 
anno 1079. It was in a ruinous Rate before the year 1652, as 
appears from a manufeript in the pofleflion of Thomas Clarke, 
Efq; Regifter of the fee of Hereford, entitled, “ A Survey of 
the ruinous Caftle of Hereford, late parcel of the poficfiions of 
Charles Stuart, late king of England, taken 14 Dec. 1652, by 
commiflioners appointed by aft of the commons in parliament:” 
wherein are the following entries, viz. “ All that tower fitnate in 
the weft part of the caftle, and upon the mount called the Caftlc- 
hill, commonly called the keep, built with ftone ; having a ram- 
part or wall of ftone about the lame upon the faid Caftlc-hill ; 
which faid tower is now covered with lead taken from the chap- 
ter-houfe, belonging to the cathedral, valued at 40s. The old 
ruinous gate-houfe ftanding and being in the old ruinous walls 
on the north fide of the faid caftle, covered over with part of the 
laid lead, taken from the chapter-houfe aforefaid, valued at 25s. 

Much of it was however ftanding a few years ago; but its 
tottering ftate feeming to threaten a fudden fall, the greateft P ' 1 

was taken down to prevent accidents. 

It was in fhape a decagon ; forty feet in diameter. I out of 
its windows were ftanding when the Four through Great L t . 
was written, as likewife the fpringings of the dom luduo, Ik 
tween which were fine rib-work, compofing the toof, in a man 
ner fimilar to that in which the roof of Kings t.ulle^e C hapJ 
Cambridge, was conftrufted. Two windows weie, it is ia* 1 , j ul e 
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down by Bifhop Bifle, which he ufed in fitting up the epifcopal 
palace. Under the windows in every compartment, was painted 
a king, bifhop, laint or virgin ; iome of them were very diftincb 
at the period above mentioned. Here were a great number of 
monuments of bifhops, and many very curious tombs and braffes. 
This view was drawn anno 1775. 

The HOUSE of the BLACK FRIARS. ( Plate I. ) 

Nothin G refpe&ing this houfe is mentioned either by Dug- 
dale or Tanner. The following account of its foundation is 
given by Leland in his Itinerary, vol. viii. page 77, a. “ Ther 
cam in the tyme of Ser Thomas Cantelope, 3 Friers prechars to 
Hereford, and by the favour of William Cantelope, brothar to 
Byfhope Cantelope, they fet up a little oratorie at * Portfelde; but 
Byfhope Thomas toke that place from the friers. Then one Syr 
John Daniell havynge a little place in the north fubarbe, let 
them have the ufe of it. Then the Byfhope of Hereforde gave 
them a plot of ground harde by Daniel’s place, and ther they 
began to builde, and make a folemne piece of worke, Daniel! 
helpynge them. But then the barons warrs, by Thomas Lanca- 
ftar, began agayne Edward II. and Daniell was taken and be- 
headyd in Heriford, by Edward II. and his body was buried at 
the great crofle in the Minfter Cemeteri of Hereforde. Then 
ceafed the worke of the Blacke Friers Colledge for a while, and 
then Kynge Edward III. holpe it, and after was at the dedication 
of it, with many noble men ; at the whiche tyme one Alexander 
Bagle, byfhope of Cheftar, dyed at Heriford, and the kynge cam 
to his funeralls there. The byfhope was buried in the quiere of 
the blacke freres, under a goodly flat flone.” 

This bifhop, Leland, in vol. iv. page 175, a. calls Alexander 
Bach ; and fays he was the king’s confefTor. In fearching for the 
date of his death, to afeertain that of the dedication of this houfe. 


* Port FELD is in the Ive Gate fuburbs of Hereford. 


no 
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no fuch bifhop of Chcfter, or what is the fame, of Coventry and 
Litchfield, is to be found cither in Goodwin or Hcylin. Neither 
indeed, is any bifhop of that name mentioned till the 1 8th of 
Richard II. anno 1390, when in Wharton's Catalogue of the Bi- 
fhops of St. Afaph, one Alexander Bache appears then to have 
filled that fee. 

The time that thefc friars had fir ft fettled in Hereford muft 
have been between the years 1275, when Cantalupc was confe- 
crated bifhop of Hereford, and 1282, when he died. 

Taylor, who publilhed a map of Hereford, anno 1757, is 
guilty of a great miftake, in calling this houfe the White l iiars, 
in which he is contradi&ed, not only by Speed’s Plan, but alfo 
by the Hiftory of the Englilh Minorite Friars. The firft places 
the Black Friars in the northern fuburbs; and that hiftory fays, 
the White Friars flood in the weftern fuburbs, without Friars 
gate : befides Leland in the vol. and page laft cited, puts it out 
of difpute, by the following defeription of its fituation : “ Tlicr 
is a fuburbe without the north gate, alias Wigmarfh gate. This 
is the fayrefl fuburbe of the towne. In this fuburbe was the 
Blake Friers.” 

The chief remains of this houfe are fome ruined offices, and a 
beautiful crofs or rather flone pulpit. This is a hexagon, open 
at every fide, and furrounded by a flight of fix fteps. In the cen- 
ter is a kind of table, of the fame figure, fupporting the fhaft of 
the crofs, which branching out into ramifications, forms the root, 
and pafting through it, appears at the top. 1 he crofs is broken 
off : the top of the roof was embattled, and the whole elegantly 
finifhed. This crofs was probably furrounded by the eloifters, 
where a large concourfe of people might, under cover, attend to 
the fermons of thefe friars, who were extremely popular, and 
greatly aftedfted preaching to the multitude from thefe kind of 
croffes ; fuch was that of St. Paul’s, of which we fo oftui lead in 
hiftory. 

The ruins of this friery afterwards became the pi p 
Sir Thomas Coningfby, of Hampton Court, in this count) , 
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on its fite, and perhaps with the materials thereof, erected an 
hofpital for the reception of two of the mod: valuable characters 
in fociety, though generally the mod: neglefted, the worn-out 
foldier, and the fuper-annuated faithful fervant, who are here 
comfortably lodged and maintained. With refpeft to the foldier, 
this is aimed the only private endowment by which they are 
benefited, whild there is fcarce any other profefilon or trade, but 
fome fuccefsful member of their vocation has provided a comfort- 
able retreat for his ancient and indigent brethren. No reflection 
is hereby meant on the military gentlemen : the profeflion of 
arms is fo far from enabling, even thofe in high rank, to found 
hofpitals, that it requires good ceconomy to prevent their families 
becoming candidates for admidion into them. 

This hofpital was founded, as is before faid, anno 1614, by 
Sir Thomas Coningfby, and endowed by him with great edates 
in Leicederdtire, now in the poffeffion of Lady Frances Coning- 
fby, or her tenants. 

The corporation confids of a corporal, chaplain, and ten fer- 
vitors. Their weekly fubfidence four {hillings and ten-pence in 
money, befides bread and beer. The corporal and fervitors ought 
to be refident in the hofpital ; and when regularly admitted, can- 
not be difplaced but for fome crime. The vicar of Bodenham, 
for the time being, is always chaplain : his dipend 3d. per an- 
num. The qualifications of the perfons to be admitted as fervi- 
tors are many, and relate to the country, fervice and- profeflion. 
As to the fird, they mud be natives of Shropfhire? Herefordfhire, 
or Worcederfliire ; their profeflion military, either by fea or land: 
for three years j their fervice in one family for feven years. 

Other qualifications are neceffary for their continuance after 
admifiion, which chiefly relate to good morals. If any perfon be 
guilty of immorality, he is fird to be admonifhed by the corporal 
and chaplain ; for the fecond offence, his provifions are with- 
drawn ; and for the third, he is expelled. 

The vifitatory power is veded in the commander, owner in fee 
of Hampton Court, who has the power of removing offenders', 

after 
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after fuch previous courfe taken as before dire&ed, and not other- 
wife, and to nominate others in their room. 

There is likewife a vifitatory power verted in the bifhop of 
Hereford for the time being, and in the juftices of aflize in their 
circuit, which takes place where the commander neglefts to re- 
move, by virtue of his own power, fucli members as are guilty of 
immorality, proved by two lawful witnefles before the chief ma- 
giftrate of the city of Hereford. They have alfo authority to fee 
that the intentions of the founder are complied with by the truf- 
tees or pofieffors of the lands ; but highly to the honour of the 
prefent noble commander of Hampton, Lady Frances Coninglby, 
the laft named vifitators have not been troubled for a long ferics 
of years, the rules and inftitutions eftablilhcd by her ancertor, Sir 
Thomas Coningfby, the munificent and pious founder of this 
hofpital, having been unvariably and religiourty obferved by her 
ladyfhip. 

The rooms here are extremely comfortable. The chapel is 
adorned with painted glafs. This view, which was drawn anno 
1775, rtiews the crofs, the chapel, and part of the hofpital. 


(PLATE II.) 

This view prefents the fine crofs in another direction, and 
fhews the remains of the ancient friary. It is nearly the lout 1- 
weft afpe£t. 

According toLcland, many perfons of high rank v.eic buried 

here: “ In this church lay (fays he) William Beauchamp, Lord 

Abergavenny. There alfo lay William Lord Haftings, earl ot 

Pembroke, tyll he was removed to the grey friars ; for which thr 

blacke fryers of Hereford had iool. There lye alfo Sir Richard 

Delabere, Sir Roger Chaundois and his wife, Sir Nicholas Ciare, 

Hen. Ouldcaftle, Alex. Bach, Epifcopus Cartrenfis and Confcf ' 

R. E. III. buried in the quire: he dyed in Hereford : K- b. 111 . 

being at the dedication of the black trycics clunch, \Mth 

prince and three archbifhops.” This view was di ac\ n anno 1^75- 
* GO D- 
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GODRICH CASTLE. (Plate I.) 

GoD RICH Cable (lands on an eminence near the Couth eab- 
ernmob extremity of the county, and on the weftern bank of the 
river V/ye, diflant aimed due Couth from Hereford fixteen miles, 
and four from Rofs. The pafl'age and two clofes below the cadle 
and nearly adjoining to it, are in the county of Monmouth, form- 
ing a circular area of about twelve or fifteen acres ; the land en- 
compaffing it about is in the county of Hereford ; by whom or 
when it was built are equally unknown. 

The fignature of Godricus Dux occurs twice in the Monabicon 
among the witnefles to two charters granted by King Canute ; 
but whether he gave name to the cadle, or had any concern in its 
erection, does not appear. Indeed, the contrary is the mod pro- 
bable, as neither of the monaderies are in or near Herefordfhire. 

William Marshall, earl of Pembroke, had a grant of 
Godrich Cadle from King John, in the fifth year of his reign, 
to hold the fervice of two knights fees ; and Walter, earl of Pem- 
broke, his Con, died there 30 Hen. III. A. D. 1246. 

From the marlhalls the cadle and lordfhip came to William 
de Valencia, earl of Pembroke, half brother to Henry III. in right 
of his wife Joan Montchenfey, defcended from the marfhalls. 
According to Mills’s Catalogue of Honour, Aymer de Valencia, 
fon and heir of William, was lord of Godrich Cadle; he died 
without iflue 23d June 1324, 17 Edward II. Joan, fecond fider 
and co-heir of Aymer de Valencia, was the wife of John Lord 
Comyn of Badenoth, by whom (lie had Elizabeth a co-heirefs, 
wife of Richard Lord Talbot, from whom defcended the earls of 
Shrewfbury. 

In Jacobs’s Peerage, in the pedigree of the earls of Shrewfbury, 
it is laid, “ that Edward III. Elizabeth Comyn, wife of Richard 
Talbot, who is there faid to be one of the fibers and heirs of 
John Comyn, was forcibly feized at Kennington in Surry by 
Hugh le Difpenfer earl of Wincheder, Hugh le Difpenfer junior, 

and 
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and others, and firft carried to Woching, and thence to Parfrith 
in that county, and fo detained above a year; during which time 
fhe was by menaces of death conftraincd to pafs lier manor of 
Painfwickc, in the county of Glouceftcr, to the faid carl, and 
the caftle of Goderich to Hugh the younger, to them and 
their heirs.” 

From this it feems as if the caftle of Godrich and the manor 
of Painfwickc were fettled upon her to her feparnte uf. and dif- 
pofal ; otherwife her conveyance, being a feme-couvcrt, could not 
have given the fhadow of a title. 

No authority is cited for this ftory ; which is not mentioned 
in Sir Robert Atkyns’s Glouccfter, under the article of Painfwicke, 
where that lady is fpoken of, and where it would with propriety 
be related. 

Hugh le Dispenser did not long hold what he had fo un- 
juftly acquired ; fince, in the 22d of Edward III. Godrich Caftle 
was in the pofleftion of Richard Talbot, who then obtained the 
royal licence for creeling therein a prifon for malcfaflors ; and in 
the 31ft of the fame reign died, pofl'cflcd of it and manor, which, 
according to the efeheat rolls in the Tower, he held of the king 
in capitc ; and in the 47th year of the fame king, Elizabeth 
his widow died, feifed of them alfo, as appears by the faid 
rolls ; wherein they are faid to be in the marches of Wales. 

Sir John Scudamore of Ewvas and Horn Lacy was con- 
ftituted conftable of Goderich Caftle, during the minority of John 
Lord Talbot, 20th of Richard II. 

This caftle and manor continued in the family of the Talbots 
from the time of Edward III. till the 14th of James I. when Gil- 
bert Talbot earl of Shrcwlbury died, leaving three daughters his 
co-heirefles. Elizabeth his fecond daughter, was manied to 
Henry de Grey earl of Kent, who thereby became polleikd of 
this and other manors; which continued in that family till the 
death of Henry duke of Kent, 5th June 1 740 ; who, leaving no 
iftlte male, this eftate was fold to Thomas Giiffin, Efq; \ ice-ad- 
miral of the white, in the pofleftion of whofe hcii it no a lcmains. 
Vol. II. Ooo Tuu 
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Thil place gave the title of vifcount to the laft-mentioned 
Henry, when he was by Queen Anne, 14th December anno 1706, 
created marquis of Kent. 

During the civil war in the time of Charles I. this caftle was 
fuccefiively in the hands of both parties. The parliament feized 
it at firft. An account of the cruel plundering of the houfe of 
the parfon of Godrich in Oflober 1642, in part by the garrifon, 
is related in the Mercurius Rufticus. It appears afterwards to 
have fallen into the pofl'eflion of the king’s forces ; for on the 
25th of June 1646, the commons refolved, as appears from their 
Journals, in confequence of a letter from Col. Birch of the 18th 
of the fame month from Godrich Caftle, that eighty barrels of 
powder be forthwith provided for the fervice again ft Gotherick 
Caftle and Ragland Caftle out of the ftores at Oxford. It fur- 
rendered to the parliament the 31ft of July after a liege, probably 
of no great length, fince it is not mentioned in Rulh worth, who 
treats largely of that of Ragland. Col. Birch is faid to have bat- 
tered that which is called the lady’s tSwer. 

On the 25th of Auguft following the parliament ordered Mr. 
Samuel Browne and Mr. Selden to acquaint the countefs of Kent 
with the neceflity of demoliftring Gotherick Caftle; and that on 
the demolifiring thereof fatisfa&ion flrould be made to her. On 
the ill of March following they refolved that Godrich Caftle 
fhould be totally difgarrifoned and flighted. Probably at that 
time it was fo far demolifhed as to be rendered incapable of de- 
fence. This view was drawn anno 1775. 

(PLATE II.) 

This caftle was a very ftrong pile : a deep trench or ditch 
near twenty yards broad is hewn into the folid rock, where it 
wants the defence of tiie fteepnefs of the hill, which it hath upon 
two ftdes, and part of the third. The entrance into it lies over 
a little neck of land, borne up on both Tides by a ftonc wall near 
the fouth-eafternrnoft angle of the caftle, and a fmall bridge, 

having 


HEREFORD. 

~a9 

having one Gothic arch, whofe point is extremely acute, and half 
another, which is circular. 

This figuie of the caftle is nearly fquare, meafuring within the 
walls about forty-eight yards by fifty-two. It is defended by 
four large round towers, one at each angle fome of them have 
very extraordinary and pifturefque buttreffes, as may be feen in 
this view. 

Having paffed through the ftrong gateway, the firft building 
on the left-hand is the chapel ; on the fouth wall of which is the 
figure of a Talbot furrounded with the garter of St. George, and 


on it an earl’s coronet. The windows of this building are much 
more ornamented than any of the others ; here is a place for holy 
water, and niches for faints. Over it was a room with a fire-place, 
and beneath it a cellar 5 the brackets for the fupport of the floors 
both above and below are ftill remaining. 

The keep is a fquare building, fomewhat refembling Gon- 
dulph’s Tower at Rochefter Caftle, but much lefs. It feems very 
ancient ; a moulding which furrounds it being decorated with the 
zig-zag ornament. 

It is reported that this keep was built by one Macbeth or 
Macmac, an Irifh commander, as a ranfom for himfclf and fon, 
who were taken prifoners in Ireland by John carl of Shrewfburv, 
and brought hither. It is to this day called Macbeth’s Tower. 
Two monftrous head-pieces, faid to be thofc of the father and 
fon, were very lately kept in this caftle as a memorial of that 
atchievenient. Both thefe helmets were extremely weighty : 
one of them would hold half a bulhel ; the lcaft was remark- 
ably thick. 

The hall was on the weft fide, where was obfcrvablc a beam of 
oak intire, without knot or knarle, of fixty-fix feet long, and ncai 
two feet fquare the whole length. 1 he hall itfeif was fixty tect, 
allowing three feet at each end for the refting of the beam in d.c 
walls. 


In this caftle were depofited 
chenfeld, where they retained 


all the papers and records of l r- 
the cuftoru of Gavelkind, c.n.cd in 
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Domcfday Book Confuetudines Wallienfium ; the chief privileges 
of which were, that all lands on the deceafe of the parent were 
divided equally among the children, who might difpofe thereof 
at the age of fifteen, being then deemed of age, without the 
confent of the lord. Felony in the parent did not forfeit the 
eftate, which defcended neverthelefs to the children. 

In this caftle was an ancient infcription, a copy of which is 
hereunder. The author was favoured with it by Richard Blyke, 
Efq; F. A. S. who had it from the bifhop of Durham. 
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This view was drawn anno 1775. 


BERT- 




h>5 



a/ ml l Yt/m /i J/rrrjonl 


A . Xt'rf/t /nm'/i X <//Wt /t/oAr ft/yis/n rrort* 

K . The ur.*i t/oor 
I C , The (<>*uufrt‘ court 
D. 7'he Ton/ 

| K . Putyu/Je rtxtitu «7 i/esh ui Av/r n/'/he / /uerth 

F. 

| C . Jtotht s/*>ft/f /it/Zor, • 

11 . Photrw*haO 2S JteHL* & f.foyts ttfavnAstt/ /o /Art/fter 

I . /)'*' throne 

K . The h**/h ft/tor 

L . The/.<utn* Pha/iet non ’ /As trhrary X /// t/ 

41 . Z^/U treasury non’ the ehsi/t/rr A rot*. *e 
}l . fi n i. *Ai*ttnr\ ( * ctutpet 
O , Trot/ otoyftor ea/A it the /} f** rAn* ‘A-r 
1’ . OtJ etut/t/er houjr X‘ eetyO> 

Q f/i/torXr toieor Zro/A X' /otaz 

11 . VtMfi* ,/on*/oK*f*vnhe*p to ttietr Co/Mtje 






HEREFORD. 


A- 


40 


The CATHEDRAL CHURCH. 

Th I S view fhews the bridge, over the river Wye, part of the town walls 
the cathedral and bifhop’s palace at 1 lereford. At what time the bridge was 
built, is uncertain, but from its appearance, it fee ms the work, of different 
times. The date of the town walls is not better afeertained, but from uhar 
Leland fays in his Itinerary, they were in all probability built at the fame 
time as the calllc, that is, after the confined. “ The wales and gates oi 
Hereford (lays that writer) be right well maintained by the biirgdfcs of the 
towne. The common voice is that the towne was fcant fortified with walks 
at fuch Cyme as Griffin, Prince of Wales deftroyed the towne, and killed the 
bifliop of Leofgarye, and his clerks, by the affillancc and confentof Algarur 
fonne of Leofric E. of Marches.” Thefe walls appear to have been regu- 
larly fortified with towers and turrets, befides the cadlc which was a mod 
capital fortrefs. 

Al rnoucii a biffiop’s fee was credted here, ami a diocefe taken out ot 
Litchfield affigned to it as early as the year 6S0, and one Putta nominated 
bifliop thereof, yet the firft church was not credted till the year S25, when 
Milefrid, king of the Mercians, being in a remote part of his dominions, 
remitted a confiderable fum of money for that purpofe, and a handfonie 
flone church was built to the honour of St. Ethelbert king and martyr. In 
many grants, forne of which are as early as Henry I. it is fly led St. Mary’s 
church ; and in others, the church of St. Mary and St. Ethelbert. The 
church here mentioned falling to decay or being dcltroycd by the wars, a 
fecond was built from the ground by archbifhop Athelfton, appointed to that 
fee, anno iota, and this, with the city, being burned anno 1056, by Griffin 
king of Wales, who likewife flew' the bifliop with feven of the canons, it re- 
mained in ruins till the fucceffion of Robert, lurnamed Lozing, anno 1079, 
when that bifliop began the prefent building, which bv the piety and charity 
of lcveral benefadtors, u'as not only compleated, but alfo fo well endowed as 
to maintain a bifliop, dean, two archdeacons, a chancellor, treafurer, tw enty- 
eight prebendaries, twelve prieft Gears, four lay clerks, feven chorifleis, ami 
other officers. The revenues of the biflioprick were valued 26 1 Ici.rv A III. 
at S3 1 1 . 14s. id. viz. the fpiritualities at S3I. 6s. 3d. and the tempo- 
ralities at 747k 17s. tod. but the reptiles amounting to 62b 13s. 6d. the 
clear value was only 768I. 10s. 7d. and the common rewnues of tin. than 
;nd refidentiaries were 423I. 17 s. 2d. per ann. and SSI. 14s. 9d. ob. to be 
divided amongfl: twenty vicars choral. 
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This cathedral is a venerable ftru&ure, having been greatly encreafed and 
beautified by feveral of the bilhops fince its eredtion. Mod: of its arches arc 
circular, and are fupported by mafiive columns. Here are the monuments 
of many of the bilhops ; thefe from the fimilarity of tafte in which they are 
executed, have given rife to a notion that they were all fet up at one time ; a 
moment’s confideration of the great expence, all coming out of one purfc, 
will immediately lhevvthe improbability of this fuggeftion ; in all likelihood, 
the form of the mod: ancient ferved as a model for thofe fucceeding. The 
faces of all the figures have been ihamefully mutilated, as is faid, by the Pu- 
ritans. Here are many ancient brafies and marks on the graveftones, where 
many more have been ; thefe too are likewife faid to have been taken away 
by the fame worfe than Gothic plunderers. In the north wing is the Ihrine 
of Bilhop Cantilupe. 

Here is a library furnifiied with many valuable books, in it are feveral cu- 
rious monuments and brals plates ; of the former one of the family of the 
Bohuns is remarkable. Round a pointed arch which covers a recumbent 
figure, are a number of hogs covered with a kind of body cloth, on which 
is painted the arms of the family, each hog having before him an apple, tc 
which hefeems fmelling. On the right hand, on entering this library, is ar 
ancient chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary, whofe flattie appears on the toj 
of it. This chapel was beautifully fitted up, and neatly painted. Thi 
cloifters are very plain, the roof is of wood, carved and decorated with ar 
morial fliields at the interfcdlion of its arches ; the prcbcndal houfes are fa. 
from elegant. The palace is pleafantly fituated. 

The vicar’s college, which (lands a fmall diftance from the cathedral, is : 
very conventual-like building, forming a fquare about fome plain but ve 
nerable cloifters ; each vicar is there conveniently lodged, and many of thi 
apartments command a beautiful view of the river. They have alfo a ver 
handfome common room. The fpire on the great tower of the church ap 
pears extremely crooked when viewed from the caflle green. 

The city of Hereford was anciently called Farnalega, or Fcrnalcge. Thi 
view was drawn anno 177 5. 
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HERTFORD CASTLE. (Plate I. ) 

The town of Hertford is of'great antiquity. The caftle was 
built by Edward, the elder fon of Alfred, in the 9th year of his 
reign. It was, fays Henry of Huntingdon, Caftrum non immen- 
fum, inter beneficam et mimeram et luye flumina non profunda 
fed clariftima. 

Peter de Valoines was made governor of this caftle by 
William the Conqueror ; he was fucceeded by his fon Roger, who 
thought it expedient to obtain a confirmation of the original 
grant, from the emprefs Maud (daughter of Henry I.) For want 
of male-heirs, the government of this caftle came to Robert Fitz- 
vvalter, a baron of the Clare family, by fomc of whom, according 
to Camden, it was enlarged. This Robert, who had married an 
heirefs of the family of Peter de Valoines, rcfufed to refign the 
caftle to King Stephen, notwithftanding which, in the reign of 
King John, Richard Montfichet was governor ; but he felling the 
caftle to the king for one hundred marks, Robert de Fitzwalter 
was appointed governor, and foon afterward Walter de Godarvil, 
knight (who was a retainer of Fulk de Brent.) This man de- 
fended the caftle for fome time againft: Louis, dauphin of h ranee, 
who came over to aftift the barons againft the king, and loft many 
men in the attack of this place, which was at laft furrendcicd on 
the condition of fecurity for the goods, horfes, and arms, of the 
befieged. Robert Fitzwalter applied to the dauphin foi the go- 
vernment of the caftle, as his right ; but it was refilled him on 
the pretence that things were then in an unfcttlcd ftate. The 
dauphin did not long keep pofleflion, before he furrendcicd it to 
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Henry III. who in the 8th year of his reign made Stephen 
Segrave governor, and a year after Richard Argentine, who was 
fheriff of ElTex and Hertfordfhire. After him came Hubert de 
Burgh, who by the influence of Peter de Rupibus, bifhop of 
Winchefter, was removed, and Stephen Segrave again appoined ; 
after whom Peter de Thany and Richard de Montfichet were 
fucceflively governors : they were fucceded by William de Valence, 
who held the governorfhip for life ; and on his death, the caftle 
reverted to the crown. In the 2ft year of Edward III. Thomas 
Lord Wake was appointed governor •, and in the fifth year of 
this king’s reign, an inquifltion was taken, by which it was deter- 
mined that the caftle and borough of Hertford were held of the 
king in capite. 

In 1345, Edward III. granted the honour of Hertford, with 
the caftle and town, to John of Gaunt, then earl of Richmond, 
afterwards Duke of Lancafter, as a place where he might be 
lodged and accommodated in a manner fuitable to his rank. 
John king of France, who was taken prifoner by the Black 
Prince at the battle of Poitiers, was fometime lodged in this 
caftle; and here, anno 1362, died Joan, queen of Scots, wife of 
David Bruce, and After of King Edward III. 

When Richard II. was depol'ed, the Duke of Lancafter, fon of 
John of Gaunt, kept his court here; and becoming king, he 
fettled this caftle and town on his queen for her life, which file 
enjoyed till the 7th year of the reign of Henry V. when being 
charged with confpiring the king’s death by forcery, fhe forfeited 
all her honours and pofteftions. This honour of Hertford was 
then fettled on the Lady Catherine of France, whom the king 
married. 

Henry VI. in the 7th year of his reign, kept his Eafter in 
this caftle, which was fettled on Margaret of Anjou his queen. 

In the reign of Richard III. Henry Duke of Buckingham 
claimed the honour of Hertford, as being defeended from Hum- 
phry de Bohan, Earl of Hertford, and the king granted it to 
him. When the Duke of Richmond was advanced to the 

throne. 
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throne, this caftle was in his hands, as heir to the houfc of 
Lancafter. 

Henry VIII. fuccceded his father in this honour. lie cauful 
a particular account to be taken of the ftatc of the caftle, probably 
with an intent of refiding fome time here ; but it is not known 
that he ever did. 

In the 25th year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the Michael- 
mas term was adjourned from Wcftminfter to Hertford, and was 
held in the caftle, on account of the plague then prevailing 
in London; as it alfo was for the fame reafon in the 34th and 
35th year of that queen, who, it is faid, frequently refided here. 

King Charles I. in the 6th year of his reign, granted to 
William earl of Salifbury, and his heirs, the manor and caftle of 
Hertford, with the ufual privileges. This carl granted a leafe of 
the caftle to Sir William Harrington, for a term of years, which 
was aftigned to Sir William Cowper, who devifed his term to his 
fifth fon Spenfer, who repaired the buildings, and afterwards 
fold it to Jofeph Collet, Efq; who, in 1728, is faid, by Salmon, to 
have died lately poiiefled of it ; having befides his own life only 
that of Spenfer Cowper upon it. By Mr. Collet’s daughters the 

leafe was fold to Benyon, Efq. Between the years 1740 

and 1750, a carpenter and builder inhabited. the caftle; and in 
1769, when this drawing was made, it was occupied by a private 
family; and the caftle-yard, from whence both this and plate II. 
were drawn, being then planted with young limes, they are 
now fo much grown, as to hide many parts of the caftle, «5cc. 
then vifible. 

In this plate are feen part of the old wall, one of the towers 
in the angles, and the prefent brick buildings, which make the 
weftern fide of the caftle. In the diftance arc St. Andrew s chuich, 
and the rettory houfe. 
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(PLATE II.) 

The prefent cattle confifts of a gate-houfe, or lodge of brick, 
and a range of brick buildings, which feem of the time of James 
or Charles I. and alfo of a very ancient wall of rubble or ftone, 
with angular towers. The track of this wall is pretty accurately 
drawn in Speed’s plan of Hertford. It now enclofes gardens ; 
and if not the original work of Edward the elder, is probably at 
leatt as old as the time of Robert de Fitzwalter, who is faid to 
have made confiderable repairs and additions here. On the front 
of the entrance, are four pannels of plaifter, in the Iargeft of 
which, between the windows, was an equeftrian figure of Wil- 
liam III. mentioned by Salmon, but now defaced. 

In the time of King Edward III. the porter of this cattle was 
put in by the king, and had ad. per diem for his wages. 

In this view, drawn anno 1772, is fhewn the fouthernmoft fide 
of the old wall, with the tower feen in the former plate, and ano- 
ther tower which fupports the gabel of a dwelling-houfe built on 
the wall. 


The RYE HOUSE. (Plate I. ) 

Th E Rye Houfe is fituated near the bank of the river Lea, in 
the parifh of Stanfted Abbot, Hertfordfliire, on the fide of the 
road, which pafles from London through Hoddefdon. 

Henrv VI. granted licence to Andrew Ogard (whofe arms are 
on the fpandrills of the door) and others, to impark the manor 
of Rye, which was then called the Ifle of Rye, and to ere£t a 
cattle with battlements and loopholes. This manor was pott'efi'ed 
by Edward Baefh, Efq; defcended from a perfon of the fame 
name, who, as appears by his epitaph in Stanfted church ; had 
been general furveyor for the victuals of the Navy Royal of the 
Marine eftablifhment, under Henry VIII. Edward VI. Mary and 
Elizabeth. Edward, the firft of the family who poflefled this eftate, 

died 
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died 1653, without iflue, and his brother Ralph inherited it; 
who for his zeal in the royal caufe, was made a knight of the 
Bath : he was fucccdcd by his fon Edward, who was knighted ; 
and in 1676, fold this manor to Edmund Field, who was bur^efs 
for Hertford, in the 23d of Charles II. It is now in the poflcflioii 
of Paul Field, Efq; one of the burgefies for the town of Hertford. 
The building here reprefented, has both battlements and loop- 
holes, and was probably the gate of the caftlc, which Andrew 
Ogard had liberty to eie< 5 lj and if fo, is among the carlicft of 
thofe brick buildings, raifed after the form of the bricks was 
changed, from the ancient flat and broad, to the modern fhape ; 
but what has brought this houfe into public notice, is its being 
confidered as the fpot fixed on for the intended aflaflination of 
Charles II. in his return from Newmarket, in 16S3. The houfe 
was then tenanted by one Rumbold, who had ferved in Cromwel’s 
army ; he being once or twice at a meeting of fomc difeontented 
perfons, who in the courfe of their converfation, talked of many 
fchemes for changing the government ; and among others of 
killing the king and his brother as the fureft : Rumbold informed 
them of the fituation of the Rye houfe, which he then inhabited ; 
that there was a moat round the houfe, through which the king 
fometimes palled in his way to Newmarket ; that once the coach 
had gone through without the guards attending it, and if he had 
placed any thing in the way to have ftopt the coach for the Ihortcft 
time, he could have fliot both the king and his brother, and might 
have efcaped through the grounds by a way in which he could 
not have been followed. This converfation furniihed Rum ley 
and Weft with an opportunity of framing the moft probable part 
of the evidence they gave againft the perfons who were brought 
to trial, for a fuppofed intention to murder the king and the 
duke of York, which from their having fixed on this houie as the 
feene of a6tion, was called the Rye houfe plot. Burnet fays he 
had feen Weft’s narrative of this matter, which was fo improbable, 
that it was not fuffered to be printed. 
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There is a vulgar tradition, that after Rumbold’s execution, 
his head was placed on an iron fpike, ftill remaining on the top 
of a twitted chimney on the houfe, and his limbs on the branches 
of a large elm which ftood on the oppofite fide of the road, but 
has been lately cut down. The grounds of this tradition are 
unknown ; Rumbold was certainly not executed till two years 
after the plot, when being taken on the defeat of the duke of 
Argyle in Scotland, he was condemned as a rebel. At his death 
he pofitively denied the knowledge of any plot ; he admitted his 
having mentioned how eafily he could have killed the king and 
duke, but declared no fcheme had ever been formed, or agree- 
ment entered into to attempt their death. This view was drawn 
anno 1777. 


( PLATE II. ) 

This plate gives a more diftindt view of the houfe, together 
with that of the barn, from which it was faid the confpirators 
were to have fired at the king as he pafl'ed by the road feen on 
the left. The elm on which the limbs of Rumbold are reported 
to have been fufpended, is alfo (hewn as it was Handing in the 
year 1772, when this drawing was made. 

The gate is now ufed as a work-houfe to the parifh of Stan- 
fted abbot. 


END of VOL. II. 
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